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Councillor to demand an increase in patrols by officers 


CUTS BLAMED AS 
RAIDS UP BY 25ik 


Report by Jamie Brassington 


BURGLARIES have increased 
by 25 per cent in Sandwell 
over three years with council 
bosses blaming the rise on 
police cuts. 

In 2015 there was 942 calls to police 
but this figure rose to 1,175 in 2017 - 
an increase of 233. 

West Bromwich had the highest number of 
offences over the time period with 800 reports 
made. In total there was more than 3,000 calls 
made to officers between 2015 to 2017. 

West Bromwich councillor Bawa Dhallu said 
he will be ramping up the pressure on the po¬ 
lice. He said: “I speak to the police many times 
to increase patrols but nothing is happening at 
the minute. But I will be putting more pressure 
on them to do so.” 

Sandwell Council leader Steve Eling blamed 
the increase on government police cuts, adding: 
“It is very worrying for people.” 

A total of 3,114 offences were reported in 
three years across Sandwell’s six towns. 

The second highest rate was in Oldbury 
where 610 calls were made, followed by Smeth¬ 
wick in third with 605. 

Concerned 

In fourth was Rowley Regis with 437, fifth 
was Wednesbury with 337 and last Tipton in 
325. The figures were revealed following an 
Freedom Of Information request and covered 
offences for aggravated burglaries - the most 
serious - to burglaries and distraction burgla¬ 
ries. 

They showed a worrying rise in the number 
of burglaries being reported. 

A total of 997 calls were made in 2016. 

Councillor Eling said: “Burglaries are on the 
up and the number of people getting caught are 
down. People in our neighbourhoods are very 
concerned about this.It has got to be an indi¬ 
cation of the impact of police cuts. People who 
would have been caught and locked up in the 
past are now doing more burglaries.” 

The figures were revealed as West Midlands 
Police continues to battle with funding cuts 
from the Government. The force’s resources 
are stretched while officers and staff continue 
to tackle crime in the region. David Jamieson, 
the West Midlands Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner, said the force has lost more than £140 
million in funding since 2010. 


BLIND DAVE SADDLES UP FOR BIKE CHALLENGE 


Wales 
a time 
fundraiser 

BLIND Dave Heeley, Baggies 
legends Bob Taylor and Brendon 
Batson and a former England 
non-league international are all 
putting pedal power to the test, 
after starting on their 150-mile 
ride challenge. 

Legendary fundraiser Dave has 
been joined by Chris Mason on the 
156-mile cycle, due to start today, 
Thursday, from Swansea to West 
Bromwich, to mark the big match 
at the Hawthorns on Saturday. 

Chris, an account manager 
at Smethwick based A&M, is 
fundraising for the Albion Foun¬ 
dation’s disability sports and edu¬ 
cation projects. He used to played 
football for Halesowen and Stour¬ 
bridge and was a non-league Eng¬ 
land international. 

Playing football wore out his left 
knee and he was fitted with a new 
titanium joint two years ago. 

A&M manufacture precision 
components for cars, planes and 
Formula 1, but decided to leave 
Chris’s knee to the NHS. 

Chris said: “Doctors encouraged 
me to cycle to strengthen my knee, 
I joined A&M’s Cycle to Work 
scheme and bought a new bike in 
2017. 

“I’ve been training by cycling 
from home in Brierley Hill to 
A&M in Smethwick. 

“I’m looking forward to joining 
Blind Dave, Bob Taylor and Bren¬ 
don Batson on the ride, hoping for 
Chris Mason and ‘Blind Dave’ Heeley get on their bikes to raise funds for the Albion Foundation spring weather.” 




COMMUNITY 

Rise in hate crime 
reports to police 

REPORTS of hate crime in the Black Coun¬ 
try rose 11 per cent last year, according to 
new police figures. A Freedom of Information 
request found there were 1,633 hate crimes 
reported in the four boroughs last year - 
compared to 1,472 in 2016. 

The increase of 161 reports works out as 
an 11 per cent year-on-year rise. 

Walsall saw the largest growth in hate 
crime reports, with 74 more last year than 
2016. Sandwell saw 624 reports in 2017 
compared to 463 in 2016, while in Dudley 
there were 291 in 2017 up from 251 in 2016. 

Midlands MP Preet Gill,who is a former 
Sandwell Council cabinet member, said 
hate crime has been on the rise since the 
EU Referendum in 2016. She said: “To hear 
that there’s been an increase isn’t surprising. 

I think we’ve seen so much hate recently and 
it’s been on the increase since the referen¬ 
dum decision. We’ve also seen a lot more 
online hate which has increased massively - 
particularly against women. But people from 
different religions or faith groups are also 
being subjected to it. 

“On the one hand it’s positive that more 
people are reporting these things, but the 
problem is still there.” 

ALBION 

Moore: Unity is the 
only way forward 

CARETAKER boss Darren Moore has urged 
the Baggies family to unite in the wake of 
Alan Pardew’s departure. 

Moore will take the reins for the last six 
games of the season after Pardew and as¬ 
sistant John Carver left on Monday. 

The popular 43-year-old former cen¬ 
tre-back, who won promotion with Albion as 
a player, will be in the hot seat for Saturday’s 
home game against Swansea City. 

“West Bromwich Albion has always been 
a family for me,” said Moore. “And that’s the 
word I shall focus on - family. 

“We need to get the unity back among 
everyone - the players, the staff, the fans, 
everyone connected with Albion - that is the 
only way forward.” 

• Boss - See back page 
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Stars' support with thumb-thing special 



Frank Skinner’s thumbs-up 


CELEBRITIES have been showing a 
thumb for Macmillan Cancer Support’s 
Macbrum campaign which supports 
those affected by cancer in the Black 
Country. 

West Bromwich-born Frank Skinner 
and Pete Waterman are among the ce¬ 
lebrities who have shown their support 
the regional fundraising campaign. 

The campaign aims to raise £25,000 
for Macmillan services in Birmingham 
and the Black Country, services like the 
Macmillan Relate Counselling Service 
based in Bishopgate Street, in Birming¬ 
ham. The vital service offers free coun¬ 


selling to people living and working in 
Birmingham and the Black Country who 
have been affected by cancer, at a time 
when they need it most. 

Frank said: “I have used my thumb 
for many purposes over the years, but 
this is definitely the most worthwhile.” 

Pete said: “It is no secret that those of 
us from the West Midlands are simply 
the best. It is great that Macmillan Can¬ 
cer support are making sure that people 
affected in Birmingham and the Black 
Country get the vital support when can¬ 
cer hits.” 

Eastenders’ Annette Badlan, who 


grew up on Pershore Road, Bradley 
Simpson from the Vamps, actress and 
playwright Lolita Chakrabarti, actor 
and director Adrian Lester and actress 
Maya Sondhi have also expressed their 
support for the campaign. 

Liz Taylor, regional fundraising man¬ 
ager for Macmillan, added: “We are very 
excited to be launching the Macbrum 
campaign and hope people across both 
regions get behind us to raise vital funds 
for Macmillan services in Birmingham 
and the Black Country.” For more infor¬ 
mation visit macmillan.org.uk/donate/ 
macmillan-pr oj ects/macbrum. html. 


Redundancies on way 
at old manufacturer 


JOBS are at risk at an old Black 
Country manufacturing firm af¬ 
ter a union announced there will 
be redundancies. 

A 30-day consultation is now under 
way at BIFJ based in Tat Bank Road, 
in Oldbury. 

BIP was founded in 1894 and supplies 
thermoset plastics and chemicals to cus¬ 
tomers around the world. 

Russell Farrington, a regional officer 
for the GMB Union, said: “There will be a 
number of redundancies. We are looking at 
a 30 day consultation period with the trade 
union. This is in the early stages. I believe 
it (the process) started on Tuesday.” 

Former employee John Wall, aged 65, 
said the firm used to employ around 500 to 
600 hundred people. 

Mr Wall, who was a process worker and 
was employed there for more than 35 years, 
said: “It is a well known place. When this 
goes that is it in Oldbury. 

Moulding 

“There used to be big firms but it has got 
smaller now. BIP stands for British Indus¬ 
trial Plastics. I had a phone call (about the 
redundancies) and took the dog a walk and 
went up there. 

“I spoke some managers I knew and they 
confirmed it to me. They said they are clos¬ 
ing the foundry. They had a meeting on 
Tuesday. 

“It was one of the major players in mak¬ 
ing moulding powder and resins. I left two 
years ago where I was made redundant but 
I only had one year left.” 

The firm was unavailable for comment. 

Oldbury councillor Susan Downing said: 
“I am sad to hear about the redundancies. 
It has been a long standing company. 

“The firm has been there for quite a few 
years. 

“I am just hoping they can resolve it am¬ 
icably to see if they can find out if there is 
any other way than having redundancies. 

“Jobs are hard to come by in the West 
Midlands.” 


Puddles, playwright and Peppa 



Smarty Pants Nursery youngsters, with staff Rhys Saunders, Lauren Scott and Ellis Simmons 


TINY tots are getting ready to take 
on muddy puddles at a special Pep¬ 
pa Pig sponsored walk next month. 

The children at Smarty Pants 
Nursery based at Lightwoods 
House in Bearwood will be taking 
part in the Muddy Puddle Walk in 
aid of Save The Children at Light- 
woods Park on April 23. 

The children will be doing a cir¬ 
cuit of the park helped by Peppa 
Pig characters along the way - be¬ 
fore a splash in muddy puddles out¬ 
side the nursery and some stories. 


The little ones have also been 
learning about the plants and 
herbs in Shakespeare Garden at 
the house - which features plants 
and shrubs all mentioned in the 
playwright’s work. 

Nursery owner and manager 
Lydia Browning said: “Now the 
spring is here it’s lovely for the 
children to get out in the garden a 
bit more. They’re all very excited 
for the Muddy Puddle Walk and 
seeing the Peppa Pig characters 
and we’re hoping to raise some 


money for a good cause while we 
have some fun.” 

Lightwoods House opened in 
January 2018 having been exten¬ 
sively restored thanks to a £5.2 mil¬ 
lion project funded by the council, 
Big Lottery fund (BIG) and Herit¬ 
age Lottery Fund (HLF). 

The nursery opened last Septem¬ 
ber in a brand new building next to 
the house, designed to look like the 
old stables. To find out more go to 
the website www.lightwoodspar- 
kandhouse.co.uk 


Getting into 
SHAPE with 
youngsters' 
talent show 

ASPIRING performers have been urged 
to sign up for a Black Country talent 
show, which could be a ‘springboard’ for 
success. 

Sandwell Council children’s services 
boss Simon Hackett has encouraged tal¬ 
ented youngsters to apply for the annual 
SHAPE Your Talent contest. 

Young people who have a talent in 
music, dance or entertainment are in¬ 
vited to apply to take part in auditions. 

There are two age categories - eight to 
13 and 14 to 19. 

Auditions will take place in the bor¬ 
ough in May. 

Councillor Hackett said: “It’s always a 
pleasure to see how talented our young 
people are in Sandwell. 

“The idea to hold talent shows came 
from the young people themselves and 
this will be the fourth annual SHAPE 
competition. 

“Previous acts who have taken part 
have gone on to perform at the BBC 
Proms, Voice in a Million and national 
talent competitions including Britain’s 
Got Talent and The Voice to name a few 
and goes to prove this is a great spring¬ 
board for taking their talent further.” 

The winners of the public vote will go 
on to perform at the final at Sandwell 
College’s main campus in West Brom¬ 
wich on June 29. 

For details, or to enter visit sandwell. 
gov.uk/shapeevents 

Cannabis grower 
spared jail term 

A 32-YEAR-OLD man who started to 
grow cannabis to save himself money 
has been spared jail. 

Police found 30 plants under culti¬ 
vation at a house in Whitehall Road, 
Handsworth used by Ashley Collins that 
was searched on August 18, Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court heard. Officers 
had initially been called to the area by 
a report of a burglary, said Mrs Sati 
Ruck, prosecuting, who continued: “The 
cannabis was being grown in one of the 
bedrooms.” 

An expert estimated that the drug 
farm could have produced a crop worth 
£14,500 although it was regarded as a 
‘very poor set up,’ the court was told. 

Collins said he had only been growing 
the plants for two weeks before the Au¬ 
gust 18 raid and insisted: “I was craving 
cannabis and was doing this alone for 
my own personal use. I had no intention 
of selling the drugs although I would 
have let my friends dip in from time to 
time.” 

The defendant, now living at Park 
Road, Sparkhill, had previous convic¬ 
tions for burglary, affray and possession 
of cannabis. He pleaded guilty to produc¬ 
ing the drug and was given a nine month 
jail sentence suspended for 18 months. 


Paiigna Blind* 

f Vertical Blind Specialist 


. 5 Days - 
from Factory 


Don’t be blinded by 
sunlight this summer.. 


| www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 572 9713 Fabrics only Service available I 


Conservatory/Dining Room/ Kitchen/ Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom 
All blinds are made to measure direct from the factory 


Your Local Black Country Blinds Manufacturer 

V Suitable for any room and environment 
i/ Light control in all situations 

✓ Huge selection of fabrics 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 

Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 

Visit our Factory Showroom: 

Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB 

Showrooms also at: • Bearwood Indoor Market 
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Children's 
trust launch 
marks ‘start 
of new era’ 

THE launch of Sandwell Children’s 
Trust has been described as the ‘start 
of a new era’ for children’s services 
in the area. The trust was officially 
launched on Sunday, after moving 
into its new headquarters at the Well¬ 
man Building, in Dudley Road, Old¬ 
bury. 

Plans were announced by the 
Government in October 2016 to in¬ 
troduce an independent trust to run 
Sandwell’s children’s social care ser¬ 
vices. Since then, Sandwell Council 
has been working with the Depart¬ 
ment for Education to set up Sandwell 
Children’s Trust. 

Former Home Secretary Jacqui 
Smith, who is chairman of Sandwell 
Children’s Trust, said: “The creation 
of the Sandwell Children’s Trust of¬ 
fers a crucial opportunity to improve 
the services that we offer to the most 
vulnerable children and families in 
Sandwell. When life gets tough for 
children, they deserve the best care 
and the best people to support them. 

“We have worked with staff to set a 
clear purpose - improving the lives of 
children and young people. 

“This means getting the basics 
right - listening to children and young 
people, innovating where possible and 
using the freedoms of the new trust 
model to develop stronger and more 
effective services and partnerships.” 

Ms Smith added: “I would like to 
thank the council for the hard work 
that has gone into setting up the trust 
during the past 18 months, but now is 
the time to get down to work.” 

Earlier this year, Frances Craven 
was appointed as chief executive of 
the trust. 

Homebase chain 
buyers sought 

WESFARMERS, the Australian own¬ 
er of DIY chain Homebase, which 
has one it its 250 stores in Oldbury, 
has begun to approach potential buy¬ 
ers just two years after a disastrous 
£340m takeover. 

It is working with investment bank¬ 
ers Lazard to review options for the 
future of the chain. 

Wesfarmers has already cleared out 
the managerial team after buying it 
in 2016 and replaced them with an 
all-Australian leadership team, but 
this has failed to turn it around. 

Homebase made a £97m loss before 
tax over the second half of last year 
and Wesfarmers was forced to write¬ 
down the value of the UK business by 
£550m. 

The most likely outcome of the re¬ 
view is expected to be an outright sale 
of the business, which was founded in 
1979 as a joint venture between Sains- 
bury’s and Belgian retailer BG Inno. 


Health alert sparks 



Karen Garrison and daughter Lucy 


A CRADLEY Heath district nurse is 
urging people to take quick action 
to prevent bowel cancer, after she 
sought help immediately following an 
early warning sign of problems. 

After Karen Garrison spotted blood 
in her stools she knew straight away 
that it could be a sign of the disease. 

Luckily the mum-of-two’s swift ac¬ 
tion in going straight to her GP meant 
her bowel cancer was diagnosed early 
and, after treatment with surgery and 
chemotherapy, Karen is now in re¬ 
mission. That is why the 47-year-old 
assistant Brownie leader is keen to 


Karen's cancer call 


get the message out across the Black 
Country that early diagnosis of bowel 
cancer saves lives. 

Cancer Research UK says early 
detection of bowel cancer is vital. If 
someone is diagnosed with bowel 
cancer early they have a 91 per cent 
chance of survival. The national bowel 
screening programme sees every per¬ 
son in the UK who is registered with 
a GP practice receive a bowel cancer 
home testing kit on their 60th birth¬ 
day. Karen said: “My mum had a 
history of diverticular disease so my 
main worry was that it could be that. 


I knew blood in the stools could also 
be a sign of cancer, but I hadn’t lost 
any weight and I felt absolutely fine 
in myself.” 

After being fast-tracked to Russell 
Hall’s colorectal clinic Karen had a 
sigmoidoscopy which showed a tu¬ 
mour in her bowel. Luckily, a fur¬ 
ther CT scan showed there were no 
secondary tumours, and Karen had 
an operation to remove the tumour 
and part of her bowel. After recov¬ 
ering from the surgery, she began a 
six month course of chemotherapy in 
April 2012. 


School extension hope 
for 250 extra places 


UP to 250 much-needed extra plac¬ 
es for students could be created at 
a Sandwell school, if plans are ap¬ 
proved to build a new classroom 
block. 

The plans have been submitted by 
George Salter Academy, in Davey Road, 
West Bromwich, to Sandwell Council. 

They include a proposed two-storey teaching 
block with seven general teaching classrooms, 
three food technology rooms and a dining hall. 

A spokesman for the school confirmed that 
if the plans for the new teaching block are ap¬ 
proved, it will create around an extra 200 to 
250 places for students. 

It comes as news that the borough’s popu¬ 
lation is rising putting an increased strain on 
the system - with Sandwell Council identifying 
that almost 4,000 new school places are needed 
in the borough over the next seven years. 

A spokesman for George Salter Academy 
said: “We are proud to deliver high quality ed¬ 
ucation and are excited we are set to expand to 
take more students meeting the popularity of 
the academy among local parents. 

Modified 

“The proposal will provide further excellent 
teaching and other facilities fit for our modern 
and successful school.” 

The George Salter Academy currently has 
two main blocks - with the original 1930s 
building being modified and extended to in¬ 
clude a kitchen/dining block, a sixth form 
block, a design and technology block and an 
English block. 

The new building includes the main en¬ 
trance, offices, the sports hall block, gym, 
music and drama, and science wing. 

A report submitted to the council said: “In 
order to meet the local authority’s need for sec¬ 
ondary school places within the borough, from 
September 2019 George Salter Academy is to 
expand. 

“A high level expansion study was commis¬ 
sioned which identified the need for a new 
teaching block to be built on the site of the pre¬ 
vious temporary buildings.” 



With charity chief Monica Shafaq and Baggie Bird are from left, Claudio Yacob, Darren Moore and Allan Nyom 


ONE of the Black Country’s most 
famous mascots - and some well- 
known footballers - were on hand 
to launch a special competition. 

Former Baggies hero Darren 
Moore, now caretaker manager, 
and players Claudio Yacob and 
Allan Nyom joined Baggie Bird 
to help out one of Albion’s neigh¬ 
bours in Halfords Lane. Kaleido¬ 
scope Plus, a mental health and 
well-being charity, teamed up 
with Albion for help in promoting 
a Design a Mascot competition. 


The club has worked closely 
with the charity over a number of 
years on different projects. Staff 
say this is the latest in a string 
of co-promotions aimed at raising 
mental health awareness. 

Established in 1973, The Ka¬ 
leidoscope Plus Group offers a 
network of provision including 
counselling, independent living 
support, mental health training, 
residential care, and well-being 
activities for children, young 
people and adults. The charity is 


calling on children up to the age 
of 16 to design a mascot. Compe¬ 
tition details and entry forms can 
be found at http://www.kaleido- 
scopeplus.org.uk. The winner will 
also receive two VIP tickets to an 
Albion home game. 

All entries must be emailed to 
competitions@kaleidoscopeplus. 
org.uk or posted to: The Kaleido¬ 
scope Plus Group, Mascot Com¬ 
petition, 1st Floor, Hawthorn 
House, Halfords Lane, West Bro¬ 
mwich, B66 IBB by April 16, 5pm. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Stabbing victim 
is left badly hurt 

A MAN suffered serious injuries after 
he was stabbed at a flat in Oldbury. 

Police have launched an investiga¬ 
tion into the ‘targeted attack’. The 
20-year-old victim was found with 
stab injuries at a flat in Badsey Road 
just after 9.15am on Friday. He was 
taken to hospital and remains in a se¬ 
rious but stable condition. 

A spokesman said: “Witnesses have 
been spoken to, and specialist officers 
have carried out house to house and 
forensic enquiries at the scene. This 
was a targeted attack and arresting 
the individual responsible is a prior¬ 
ity.” Anyone with information should 
call police on 101, quoting log 562. 

Men held after 
gas explosion 

TWO men have been arrested after 
a suspected gas explosion at a Dixy 
Chicken shop in Birmingham. 

The pair, aged 26 and 28, were 
taken into custody on Sunday on sus¬ 
picion of conspiracy to commit arson. 

West Midlands Police said the explo¬ 
sion took place at around 11.30pm on 
Saturday night. 

At its height, around 25 firefighters 
attended the scene as they worked to 
tackle the fire in the aftermath. 

Firefighters spent more than eight 
hours on the scene ensuring the fire 
was out. 

Peaky Blinder gin 
is a medal winner 

A BRAND of gin produced in the 
Black Country has won an interna¬ 
tional medal. Peaky Blinder spiced 
dry gin was launched last year by Lye- 
based Sadler’s Brewery. 

It was awarded a bronze by judges 
in the International Spirits Challenge 
2018. 

The challenge, which is now in its 
23rd year, is the most authoritative, 
respected and influential spirits com¬ 
petition in the world. There are now 
more than 1,500 entries from nearly 
70 countries across the globe. The 
firm also brews Peaky Blinder Beer. 

Lots of ale to try at 
rugby club festival 

A BEER festival featuring a dozen 
real ales is being held at a Wolver¬ 
hampton sports club. It is running 
in The Croft Bar at Wolverhampton 
Rugby Club’s Castlecroft ground from 
Friday to Sunday. 

Among the breweries supplying 
beers are city brewers Broughs, Ess- 
ington-based Morton and Backyard 
Brewhouse in Brownhills. 

Real ciders will also be featured at 
the event. 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 




5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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FREE 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


© Family business established over 28 years 
© Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
© FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

© NICEIC Registered electricians 
© Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


: 

The Home Improvement Specialist 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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COUNTY NEWS 


Majority up for 
bottle deposits 

ALMOST three-quarters of people 
would be likely to return cans and 
plastic bottles for recycling if they had 
to pay a lOp deposit on them, polling 
suggests. 

Deposit return schemes aim to 
boost recycling and reduce litter by 
charging a deposit on items such as 
bottled water or drinks cans which 
people can redeem when they return 
the containers to a secure collection 
point. The most effective deposit re¬ 
turn scheme would charge a refund¬ 
able lOp on “on-the-go” plastic and 
aluminium drinks containers, a new 
report by waste and recycling firm 
SUEZ suggests. 

Names wanted for 
school hero search 

UNSUNG heroes within classrooms 
across the region could be in the run¬ 
ning to win a national title. Schools 
throughout the West Midlands are be¬ 
ing called on to put forward nomina¬ 
tions for the 2018 Higher Level Teach¬ 
ing Assistant of the Year Awards. 

A panel of judges will select a top 
teaching assistant as the regional win¬ 
ner, who will then be in with a chance 
of being crowned the country’s best. 

Nominees, who must be put forward 
by June 8, need to demonstrate they 
are committed to pupils’ progress, as 
well as their own professional devel¬ 
opment. Email alisonpack@bestprac- 
ticenet.co.uk for a nomination pack. 

One in eight have 
no private pension 

ONE in eight people retiring this year 
have no private pension savings, a 
study has revealed. 

Some 12 per cent of people planning 
to retire in 2018 have no private pen¬ 
sion of their own, rising to nearly one 
in five (18 per cent) women, Pruden¬ 
tial found. Women retiring this year 
are more than twice as likely as men 
to have no private pension of their 
own to fall back on. Among men retir¬ 
ing this year, seven per cent have no 
private pension. 

Bus firm's million 
mobile ticket sales 

A BUS operator is celebrating after 
selling a million tickets on mobile 
phones. National Express West Mid¬ 
lands started selling tickets via mo¬ 
biles in September 2016 and has re¬ 
cently made its millionth sale. 

One in 10 journeys are now bought 
using the app. Since single tickets 
were made available on mobiles in 
January this year, the company has 
sold has sold almost 100,000 of them. 


wolves fans crowdfunding to fly banner 


WOLVES fans are taking ‘revenge’ 
against bitter rivals West Brom - by 
paying for a pilot and aircraft to fly a 
banner over the Hawthorns. 

The Crowdfunder campaign, called 
‘Repaying a little gesture to West 
Bromwich Albion’, has seen dozens 
of fans get on board with more than 
£300 of the £980 aim raised already. 
Fans claim the move is payback after 
Baggies allegedly did the same to 


Wolves when relegation from the Pre¬ 
mier League was imminent in 2012. 

It is not known what text would be 
printed on the banner. 

With Wolves flying high at the top 
of The Championship and Albion 
rock bottom of The Premier League 
- supporters hope it will ‘heap more 
pain on their misery and repay the 
gesture.’ The Crowdfunder campaign 
reads: “A few years back in 2012 our 


team Wolverhampton Wanderers 
were having an awful Saturday, losing 
at home, staring relegation in the face 
and having been absolutely thrashed 
at home by our neighbouring rivals 
West Bromwich Albion. 

“On that day I recall looking to 
the heavens to ask the good lord for 
a miracle and what should I see? A 
light aircraft trailing a banner that 
had been chartered by those Baggies 


rubbing our noses in it. Well it’s been 
a long time coming but it looks like 
the tables have finally turned. Wolves 
are looking fantastic and Albion look 
doomed. Let’s take this rare opportu¬ 
nity to heap more pain on their mis¬ 
ery and repay the gesture.” 

The idea, launched by fan Matt 
Baugh, has been backed by 30 people 
in total so far - with an array of com¬ 
ments praising the project. 


Hitch-hiking cat feline 
fine after van adventure 


The kitten with Ethan Brookes-Hemans, aged eight, son of Debbie who runs Kats Cradle, near Wolverhampton 

Homeowners warned to be vigilant after raid 


Report by Dayna Farrington 

A KITTEN had a lucky es- 
cape after workmen found it 
wrapped round the gearbox 
of their van following a day’s 
work around the region. 

The men, who were working for 
Severn Trent, discovered the fe¬ 
male kitten inside their vehicle on 
the afternoon of March 20, after 
spending the day travelling be¬ 
tween West Bromwich, Pelsall and 
Burntwood on various jobs. 

When the workmen arrived in Burnt- 
wood they could hear noises coming 
from the van. Upon searching the 
van, they discovered it was the kitten 
wrapped around the gearbox. They res¬ 
cued the 14-week-old kitten and kept 
her with them for the rest of the day. 
They returned to Pelsall, thinking that 
was where she may have got into the van 
and would recognise the area - but the 
kitten wouldn’t leave their van. 

Adoption 

The 14-week-old kitten is now being 
cared for by the owner of Kats Cradle, 
which is based near Albrighton, while 
the search for her owners continues. If 
the kitten’s owners can’t be traced in 
the next few weeks - then she will be 
put up for adoption by Kats Cradle. 

Kats Cradle owner, Debbie 
Brookes-Hemans, said: “The two men 
were on a job - they left West Bromwich 
at 5am in the morning to go to work over 
in Pelsall and then over to Burntwood. 

“They had no idea when or where the 
kitten got in, they thought it might be 
Pelsall but they could not be sure.” 

Debbie and her son, eight-year-old 
Ethan, are now caring for the kitten at 
their home in Coven, near Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. They have now called the kitten 
Minnie, while the search continues. 

Anyone who recognises the kitten, or 
knows her owners, are asked to call Deb¬ 
bie at Kats Cradle on 07944 105033. 


PEOPLE are being warned to be vig¬ 
ilant after gold and jewellery were 
stolen from a house. Burglars target¬ 
ed the home in the Broadway area of 
Walsall some time between 10.30pm 
and 11pm on Tuesday. 

It is believed the thieves gained 
entry to the home via an open rear 
window having already gained access 
to the back garden. 

West Midlands Police has now 
given advice, particularly to Asian 
households, on how to keep valuables 


safe and protected. Kevin Pitt, from 
Walsall Police, said: “To protect your 
property, check the security of fences 
and gates. 

Burglars prefer to break into 
homes from the rear as they are less 
likely to be seen or heard. If you ha¬ 
ven’t already done so, replace locks 
in UPVC doors with anti-snap locks 
that are British Standard TS007 
3-star approved. 

“Ensure that windows are closed 
and locked whenever you go out and 


that ladders, bins, etc. are secured to 
prevent them being used as climbing 
aids. Check that alarms and security 
lights are in good working order. 

“Asian households should be par¬ 
ticularly careful if they have gold jew¬ 
ellery in the house, and particularly 
around celebration times, weddings, 
etc., when this jewellery is likely to 
be on show or left around the house.” 

Anyone with any information 
about the Walsall burglary is asked 
to call 101. 



Dealer sold 
BMW with 

110,000 less 
on mileage 

A BLACK Country second hand car 
dealer has admitted selling a BMW 
X3 with over 110,000 miles removed 
from the actual distance travelled. 

The vehicle was advertised on the 
Auto Trader website with 118,000 
miles on the clock when the real fig¬ 
ure was more than 224,000 miles, 
Wolverhampton magistrates heard. 

The vehicle was sold in June 2016 
for £3,695 days after being bought 
at auction for £2,700, revealed Mr 
David Elliott, prosecuting on behalf 
of Sandwell Council’s Trading Stand¬ 
ards Department. 

When Dartkon Motors A&K Ltd 
from Bearwood Road, Smethwick 
bought the 05 Reg BMW from British 
Car Auctions the mileage was accom¬ 
panied by a warning that the reading 
of 118,000 miles was incorrect. 

This was key fact was not included 
in the Auto Trader advert. 

Regulations 

Mr Elliott confirmed: “There was 
no disclaimer visible near the reading 
nor was the complainant informed 
that it was inaccurate.” 

The receipt given to the unsuspect¬ 
ing purchaser by Dartkon contained 
claims such as ‘I understand that 
my deposit is not refundable should 
I break this contract for any reason’. 
This broke Consumer Protection and 
Unfair Trading Regulations, the court 
was told. 

Six months later the car broke 
down three times in quick succession 
and was accepted for a straight swop 
with another trader for a different car 
worth £3,500 until it was discovered 
the BMW had been clocked several 
years previously. 

Daniluk admitted fraud by false 
representation and fraudulently ad¬ 
vertising the car with a false mileage. 
The pleas were entered on behalf of 
Dartkon Motors of which he was the 
director. 

The firm has since been dissolved. 
Daniluk was fined £500 and ordered 
to pay £1,500 compensation with 
£2,000 costs. 

All'S UB40 to 
play Birmingham 

REGGAE superstar Ali Campbell will 
return to his hometown with a Bir¬ 
mingham gig next year. 

UB40 Featuring Ali, Astro and 
Mickey, will play Arena Birmingham 
next spring. 

The tour is the band’s latest set of 
UK dates following the release of their 
latest album A Real Labour Of Love. 

Tickets are now on sale for the con¬ 
cert which takes place at the city cen¬ 
tre venue on Friday, March 29. 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


S* Telephone 0121 559 9985 E Sol., 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 




Doors & Windows Ltd 
1^019 02 842706 / 07759536818 
1 www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
BEmail: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 





Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold French 
Doors Patio Doors 

From £999 From £649 


uccn mcamng 


Make Your 


Only £ 95.00 (no VAT to 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wil 

Single Wills £99.00 (no VAT t«ay) 

A home visit at a convenient 

For information and appointiMnt call 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 
Goodwills also offer probate services 
Members of the SodeH^MfriU^riters 



Goodwill 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 
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NIP Preet Gill 
steps down 
as councillor 
for Sandwell 

BRITAIN’S first woman Sikh MP 
has stood down from her position on 
Sandwell Council to concentrate on 
her parliamentary commitments. 

Preet Gill, who has been a council¬ 
lor in St Paul’s since May 2012, says 
her role in Westminster means she no 
longer has time to devote to her duties 
in the ward. 

And Ms Gill has launched a broad¬ 
side at the Sandwell’s Labour group 
for failing to select any female Sikh 
candidates for the 27 seats up for 
grabs in May’s local council elections. 

She said she was ‘disappointed’ in 
the selection process and called on 
members to consider selecting can¬ 
didates ‘that best represent’ them in 
future elections. 

“I want to thank the people in the 
ward for their support,” Ms Gill said. 
“I want residents to have the very best 
possible representation and someone 
who can commit to advancing the 
work we have done in the ward. 

“However, I am disappointed that 
there has not been a Sikh female can¬ 
didate selected this year. In future I 
would like to see wards and members 
think about selecting candidates that 
best represent them. We need to see 
the advancement of people from dif¬ 
ferent backgrounds.” 

Ms Gill was elected as the Labour 
MP for Edgbaston - where she grew 
up - in last year’s snap general elec¬ 
tion. 


Art of escapism 
with heist game 

A NEW immersive gaming adventure 
that will encourage players to commit 
a crime - without fear of arrest - runs 
in Digbeth for two days. Following last 
year’s live action ‘Cluedo’ experience, 
Tagline is returning with ‘Stealth - 
Finders Keepers’ on Wednesday May 
2, and Thursday May 3. 

The game will challenge up to 
eight players to utilise their collective 
knowledge and problem-solving skills 
to carry out Birmingham’s biggest art 
heist. Taking place at Centrala, an art 
gallery in Fazeley Street, ‘Stealth - 
Finders Keepers’ will run at various 
times on both days. 

Tickets are free - but must be 
booked in advance, by visiting 
eventbrite.co.uk/e/stealth-find- 
ers-keepers-tickets-42322842762. 


Tribute to Beatles 

A BEATLES tribute act will rock out 
at Brierley Hill Civic Hall on July 13. 
Doors open for the Mersey Beatles 
at 8pm with the show due to start 
at 9pm. Tickets cost £15 and can be 
bought online at bhillcivic.co.uk 


Bev buoyant after city boost 



Bully, freedom of the city award 


A Tipton-born Midland football¬ 
ing legend and a Birmingham Hip¬ 
podrome panto star have both been 
honoured with rare Freedom of the 
City awards. 

Singer and actress Beverley Knight 
and former Wolves striker Steve Bull 
have been granted with the symbolic 
accolades by Wolverhampton council. 

Rarely bestowed - the council have 
only granted ‘a handful’ of these in 
the last 40 years - and the celebrity 
pair were picked for the ‘loyalty’ 
they have shown to their beloved 
home city. Conservative party leader 


for Wolverhampton council Wendy 
Thompson said: “Both of these peo¬ 
ple are very loyal to the city. In this 
time when people make incredible 
amounts of money and move away it’s 
appreciated that Steve Bull still lives 
in Wolverhampton and Beverley still 
visits regularly. 

“These two are great ambassadors 
for Wolverhampton, I think these 
choices will be extremely popular with 
residents and their supporters, which 
must be almost everyone in Wolver¬ 
hampton.” Steve, best remembered 
for his 13-year spell at Wolverhamp¬ 


ton Wanderers, played for the club 
from 1986 until his retirement in 
1999. He holds their goalscoring re¬ 
cord with 306 goals, and is today the 
club’s vice-president. 

Beverley Knight was a graduate of 
Highfields School in the city, and still 
comes back to visit. She recently went 
to watch the all-school performance of 
Grease with her mother. 

The singer, radio presenter and 
musical theatre actress also starred 
as the Fairy Godmother in Cinderella 
at the Birmingham Hippodrome last 
Christmas, staying close to her roots. 


Benefits officer jailed 
after fraud netted £l5k 


A CROOKED benefits officer who 
siphoned thousands of pounds of 
taxpayers’ cash into a secret bank 
account has been jailed. 

Aruoriwo Ononeme abused his position to 
defraud both Sandwell and Walsall Councils 
whilst employed by them as a benefits officer, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 

The father-of-three, from Tipton, used his 
knowledge of the system to con his bosses, 
creating a false NHS medical card in someone 
else’s name and a University of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton letter to back up his fraudulent claims 
which totalled more than £15,000. 

Employed by an agency, Ononeme worked 
for both local authorities at different times 
between 2007 - 2011, eventually getting a job 
directly with Walsall Council as a benefits ap¬ 
peals officer. At Sandwell Council, the 47-year- 
old claimed single person council tax exemption 
of £3,295 in the name of Aziz Mohammed Hus¬ 
sain, supposedly a student at Wolverhampton 
University. 

Tenancy 

He forged supporting documents, the court 
heard. At Walsall Council, he set up a tenancy 
in the name of Ahmed Hussain, a fictitious per¬ 
son, giving the address of a buy-to-let flat in St 
Michael’s Street, Walsall, which he owned, and 
claimed more than £12,000 in housing benefit 
paid into a personal TSB account. 

Mr Delroy Henry, prosecuting, said: “This 
defendant acquired a significant amount of 
knowledge as a finance officer of the way in 
which the benefits system works and claims 
are authorised.” 

The court heard Ononeme, of previous good 
character, has since set up a charity for ex-pris¬ 
oners in the Black Country. 

Ononeme, of Gough Drive, pleaded guilty to 
two counts of abusing his position in fraudu¬ 
lently claiming housing benefit, two charges of 
creating false documents, two offences of fail¬ 
ing to disclose he was living as a married rather 
than a single man and one count of falsely 
claiming he was leaving the UK to live in the 
United Arab Emirates. He was sentenced to 30 
months in prison. 


Auction set to be a costume drama 



Marketing and fundraising assistant Victoire Mullet with some of the outfits up for auction 


THEY are iconic costumes which 
have caught the glimmer of the 
spotlight as performers dashed 
across the theatre stage. 

Now drama-lovers are in with a 
chance of grabbing a piece of the¬ 
atrical history as The Birming¬ 
ham Repertory Theatre host its 
special costume sale. 


Hundreds of outfits donned by 
actors as they rose to their leading 
roles are now set to go under the 
hammer to help raise a £1 million 
cash pot for the theatre. 

Dorothy’s blue gingham dress 
from the theatre’s 2005 produc¬ 
tion of The Wizard of Oz, and 
Cruella de Vil’s snow white fur 


coat from The Hundred and One 
Dalmations are just some of the 
outfits up for auction. It is set 
to take place on April 7 between 
11am and 5pm at the Broad Street 
theatre. It will aid the REP’s first 
campaign aiming to raise money 
for new productions, offer more 
training and boost audiences. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Victorian lock-up 
opens for visitors 

DISCOVER the spooky past of Vic¬ 
torian prisoners and policing in the 
West Midlands - tickets are now on 
sale for a ‘lock-up’ open day. 

Visit the lock-up in Steelhouse 
Lane, Birmingham on April 14 to 
have a peer around the cells with old 
uniforms from the police museum on 
display and also a quiz and treasure 
trail for children. 

Pick from various one and a half 
hour time slots between 10am and 
4pm. Daytime tickets cost £5 for 
adults and £3.50 for children between 
five and 12 while evening tickets cost 
£10 for a two hour slot. 

Visit wmpeelers.com for details. 

Search starts for 
festive show cast 

IT might seem early to think about 
Christmas but performers are already 
planning to stage a popular feel-good 
festive musical. 

Cradley Heath Amateur Operative 
Society will stage White Christmas in 
November at Stourbridge Town Hall. 
Officials are now on the look-out for 
talented people from the Black Coun¬ 
try, particularly male performers. 

They also want to find tap dancers 
willing to tread the boards with mem¬ 
bers. Anyone interested in contacting 
the group can email chaos@chaosop- 
eratics.co.uk. 

Woman is stabbed 
for keys to her car 

A WOMAN was stabbed three times 
for her car keys in Tipton. 

West Midlands Police has now 
launched an investigation into the at¬ 
tack which is said to have taken place 
at around 7.20am in High Street car 
park, in the Princes End area. 

The woman had reportedly just 
dropped her child off at a nearby nurs¬ 
ery when she is said to have refused to 
hand over her keys and was attacked. 

Passers-by rushed to her aid and 
called emergency services. 

The woman’s injuries are said to be 
serious but not life-threatening. 

Women in war to be 
explored at event 

A MAJOR conference and jamboree 
next month will explore how the First 
World War affected the place of wom¬ 
en in society. The two-day event takes 
place at the Black Country Museum in 
Dudley on April 13-14. 

The event will include a fami¬ 
ly-friendly 1918 centenary jamboree 
evening at the end of the first day, 
with live music and the Black Coun¬ 
try Museum’s famous fish and chips 
on offer. 



i V 


FurnitureClinic 

Leather Care & 

Repair Specialists 

Professional cleaning, repair & restoration service 
for all items of leather, fabric and wood. 

Leather Cleaning Leather Repairs Colour Restoration 
Fabric Cleaning Re-Upholstery Foam Repairs Stitch Repairs 

Furniture Car Interiors Contract Seating 

Items can be repaired on site or larger jobs can be taken 
back to our workshop. We cover the West Midlands including 
Birmingham, Dudley, Wolverhampton, Worcester and Walsall, 
offering excellent service to our business and domestic clients. 


www.furnitureclinic.co.uk 


Birmingham Unit 23, Bloomfield Park, 
Bloomfield Road, Tipton, DY4 9AH 
Tel: 0121 274 0335 / 07436 816975 
Email: birmingham@furnitureclinic.co.uk 


For your FREE 
quotation, call us now 


434223 

We also fit in: Dudley, Tipton, 
Sedgley, Wombourne, 
Wolverhampton, Oldbury, 
Kinsgwinford, Walsall, West 
Bromwich, Wednesbury 


10 year insurance backed guarantee 
Energy efficient 
Trusted service 
Reasons to choose Affordable 
Free quotation 
FENSA registered 


Affordable 

Windows 


ANY ONE 
OF THESE 
DOORS] 
SUPPLIED 


ftii FITTED 


Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com 

www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 


GGFJ 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Litter louts 
just tip 
me over 
the edge 

WHICH crime has the biggest impact on 
your life? Murder? Knife crime, drugs? 

While these are clearly very serious, 
they are offences that thankfully affect 
very few of us on a daily basis. What re¬ 
ally affects me, day in, day out is not vio¬ 
lent crime, but litter. With graffiti coming a 
very close second. 

The most infuriating thing is that there 
is no justification or mitigation for com¬ 
mitting these offences. Nobody ever 
drops litter because they are poor or 
hungry. It is never a crime of passion or a 
moment of madness. It is always, without 
exception, a crime committed because 
the offender is too arrogant and self-cen¬ 
tred to give a thought for anybody but 
themselves. 

A couple of weeks ago I saw a young 
lad drop litter in the town centre, and 
was secretly bricking it as I pointed out 
his misdemeanour in front of his rowdy 
friends. A few years ago, I watched a 
young girl toss a fast-food carton out of 
the car window while stuck in traffic, and 
did what any responsible member of the 
public would do - and tossed it back in. 
I regretted when her mother tried to pull 
the mirror off my car and chased me for 
two miles, but I guess you’ve gotta make 
a stand. 

So I suppose I should be glad that our 
local councils are promising to crack 
down on litter louts with “zero-tolerance” 
hit squads, but I have my doubts. Dudley 
is now following the lead of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton by using the services of Kingdom Se¬ 
curity, which issues miscreants with spot 
fines. Better still, the wardens cost the 
councils nothing, as Kingdom makes its 
money from the fines. Everyone’s a win¬ 
ner, right? 

It didn’t quite work that way when 
Kingdom officers were employed in 
Maidstone, Kent. The council dispensed 
with Kingdom’s services last year after a 
woman was fined for feeding ducks in the 
River Medway. In The Wirral, Kingdom 
wardens fined David Ellis for unknowing¬ 
ly dropping a bookmark from his book. 
In Ruthin, North Wales, 68-year-old Ann 
Coleman was fined £75 for accidentally 
dropping a receipt. 

Maybe this is a price worth paying if it 
stops the real louts from dropping litter 
in the street, but I won’t hold my breath. 
Private litter wardens are driven by reve¬ 
nue, and it is hard to see them challeng¬ 
ing a gang of bona-fide yobs throwing 
down chip papers when they get paid the 
same for fining a little old lady feeding the 
ducks. 

Zero tolerance is rarely the answer. It’s 
throwing the book at hardened louts that 
gets results. 


This crime of our age is not going to go away 



Mary Berry - accused of ‘fat shaming’ 
after comment on the size of fellow chef 



Nathan Outlaw - laughed off comment 
amount his weight but some took umbrage 



Sir Stephen Hillier - and now even Air Chief 
Marshals are looking younger 


Fat chance of no 
bitterness shown 


SLENDER Mary Berry stands accused of “fat 
shaming” after commenting on the size of fel¬ 
low chef Nathan Outlaw. She suggested that 
Nathan, a keen surfer, would put “a bit of weight 
on that board.” He laughed it off but some view¬ 
ers took instant umbrage and accused Ber¬ 
ry of rudeness. Fat-shaming is a crime of our 
age and you might think an enlightened soci¬ 
ety would eventually shun it. But I don’t think 
it will go away. I bet fat-shaming will increase 
- and this is may be the reason why. There is 
serious talk of the Government raising a special 
ring-fenced tax exclusively to pay for the health 
service. This means, for the first time, we will 
all see in our wage packets how much of our 
hard-earned money is going to the NHS. Obesi¬ 
ty costs the NHS about £16,000 million a year. 
Some experts believe it could eventually bank¬ 
rupt the NHS. See how some bitterness might 
creep in? You can just hear it - you’re wasting 
my money, fatso. 

FUNNY old world. I always assumed I vot¬ 
ed to leave the EU in 2016 because I am a bit 
dim, poorly educated and dislike foreigners. I 
learn from this week’s revelations to the Com¬ 
mons media committee that I actually voted 
for Brexit because my personal data had been 
secretly “mined” from Facebook and used to 
bombard me with subliminal online messages 
(even though I’m not on Facebook). This is good 
news for it means I am no longer an imbecile 
but a victim. So tell me where do I get my com¬ 
pensation? 

FOR somebody who isn’t anti-semitic, 
doesn’t Jeremy Corbyn does seem to spend an 
awful lot of time apologising for anti-semitism? 

BUT then it’s understandable. Right at the 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 



heart of the Labour movement is total, unwa¬ 
vering support for the Palestinian cause and 
a visceral hatred of international capitalism. If 
some mischief-maker whispers into the ear of 
a dedicated young activist that the Zionists are 
the enemy in both these epic struggles, it can 
seem to make sense. The “pockets of anti-sem- 
itism” Jeremy Corbyn apologises for today are 
actually part of a contagion of blaming the Jews 
which has infested Europe for more than 1,000 
years. 

A GLUM report by the World Wide Fund for 
Nature calculates that making a single portion 
of Welsh lamb cawl stew causes as much pol¬ 
lution as driving 31 miles, or 5.9 kilograms of 
greenhouse gases. I don’t know how you react¬ 
ed to this news but it reminded me how long it 
had been since I’d had a bowl of delicious, thick 
lamb stew. Stuff the planet, I want my cawl. 
So that’s definitely on the menu for tomorrow. 
Thanks for the reminder, WWF. Just the occa¬ 
sional treat, you understand. 

THE “just a treat” philosophy can be seen 
everywhere this week. Yes, of course we want 
an end to overpackaging with plastic. But not 
until Easter is over, okay? The supermarket 
aisles are packed with chocolate eggs framed 
in single-use black plastic trays, wrapped in foil 
then wrapped again in more black plastic and 
see-through plastic, enough to choke a whole 
colony of turtles. The excuse for this orgy of 
planet-polluting excess is that Easter comes 


only once a year and what’s the harm with the 
occasional treat? The same argument is trotted 
out for Bonfire Night when all our pious words 
about having air that’s fit to breathe vanish into 
a sulphurous cloud of fireworks and burning 
pallets. It’s just a treat, innit? Like the cupcakes 
handed out at charity coffee mornings: let’s 
fight cancer by giving everybody diabetes. The 
problem with the “just a treat” approach is that 
we want our treats every day of the year. And 
the more that po-faced experts warn us of the 
consequences, the more delicious that treat 
seems. 

THE Royal Air Force is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary and its chief officer Sir Stephen Hill¬ 
ier is doing the media rounds to promote the 
event. As we reach a certain age we get used to 
police, MPs, headteachers and bishops seem¬ 
ing unnaturally youthful. I hadn’t noticed until 
this week that Air Chief Marshals are looking 
younger. 

I SEND as few emails as possible. I never text. 
I don’t use social media. And yet, oh folly, in an 
unguarded moment I recently sent a friend an 
image of my lunch, cleverly re-arranged into a 
cheerful face with a big pastie nose and a smile 
of roast potatoes. As you do. Goodness knows 
what the global data-filching industry will make 
of this. Clearly Citizen Rhodes enjoys pasties 
and has an artistic bent, and too much time on 
his hands. 

TALKING of iconic animals, I cannot be the 
only person alarmed to see the burger chain 
McDonald’s has a promotional partnership with 
the makers of the new Peter Rabbit film. Run, 
Peter! For God’s sake, run! 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

TV choice 
is what you 
want not 
everything 

I REMEMBER when you could put a telly 
anywhere in the house and you would get 
some kind of signal, before you even put 
some kind of aerial in the back of it. 

What’s happened to those days? It was 
so simple. Buy a TV, maybe a portable, 
fiddle about with the dials a bit and the 
aerial on top and hey presto! instant ac¬ 
cess to four, or maybe even five channels. 

Having switched over to digital - with¬ 
out any public consultation that I can 
remember, or maybe I just didn’t under¬ 
stand the concept - I’m sure I am not 
alone when I say the service is useless in 
comparison. 

My household pays for Sky, we have it 
plugged into two TVs, via cumbersome 
cables, straight from the dish. But even 
then it’s sometimes hit and miss as to the 
quality of the picture, and we don’t exact¬ 
ly live out in the sticks. 

Try to get a signal without any direct in¬ 
put from the supplier - ie with a portable 
aerial which I now seem to have a box¬ 
ful of because they’re all useless - and 
you’re on a hiding to nothing. 

Yes, there’s Netflix, or Amazon fires- 
ticks, or whatever they’re called - fine if 
you can afford it on top of the costs of a 
generic provider, but hold on, don’t we all 
pay a TV licence? 

I yearn for the days when it was simply 
a matter of turning on one little switch and 
not worrying about scrolling down hun¬ 
dreds of channels and wading through 
countless second-rate moralistic Amer¬ 
ican police-based dramas, or the con¬ 
stant re-runs of Only Fools and Horses. 

I’m not even going to mention 15-year- 
old Top Gear shows, where the cars they 
feature have long-since been put out to 
pasture in some great scrapyard in the 
sky. 

It is a salient observation, but we have 
now reached absolute saturation point 
with the communications and entertain¬ 
ments available to us via the screen, 
which once was just a box in the corner 
blasting out programming, with the only 
choice being whether you could put up 
with advert breaks or not. 

I mean, if we have any say in it at all, 
can’t we demand that if we don’t want 
external services such as Sky, and want 
to rely purely on Freeview, isn’t it enough 
that there is a TV licence fee? 

Alternatively, why should we have to 
pay for a licence, if we don’t watch any¬ 
thing other than programmes via Netflix, 
Sky or Amazon etc. 

There needs to be a change now, 
choice doesn’t mean having everything 
available, it means cutting out what you 
don’t want and concentrating purely on 
what you do want. 

GRAEME ANDREW 



BETTA BUILDINGS 

SHEDS • 

GARAGES • GARDEN fl 

(OOMS • 

LO 

G CABINS 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring & External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2600 



Delivered & Fitted 

from £274 


Summer 

FREE 


Houses 

FITTING 




Delivered & Fitted 


from £599 


Concrete 

Garages 


FREE 

FITTING 



Delivered & Fitted 


from £1657 



• Old Buildings Removed * Asbestos Disposal * Base Laying Service * 


Show site (open 7 days): 

Tildasley Street,West Bromwich B70 9SJ 


Free Quotations * Made to Measure * Lined and Insulated Options * Quality at Competitive Prices * Huge Range 


Visit our website: 


www.bettabuildings.co.uk 

0121 553 4682 toHMMfll 
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Time to learn 

WHAT Would Churchill Have Done? 

“Those who fail to learn from history 
are doomed to repeat it.” Sir Winston 
Churchill quoted these words of George 
Santayana in the 1930s. He also added 
the following words of his own: 

“We must always look forward, but 
we have to understand our history in 
order to not repeat the mistakes of the 
past. I have seen too many instances 
where people continue to pursue wrong 
courses of action because they do not 
take the time to think critically about 
what has happened in the past.” 

In my pre-referendum letters I listed 


from 'mistakes of the past' 


many economic, social and political 
reasons to vote to stay in the European 
Union but stressed that the consider¬ 
ation which outweighed all others by 
far was protecting the stability and 
security for our country and the pres¬ 
ervation of peace. 

The surest way of achieving this is 
to retain the closest solidarity with 
our European allies in the face of the 
insidious expansionist and subversive 
activities of the Russian Government. 

The old adages ‘United we stand, di¬ 
vided we fall’ and ‘Unity is strength’ 
still hold true. 


A few politicians have the guts to 
put their heads above the parapet and 
speak out for retention of the European 
solidarity and unity which is our main 
defence against the increasingly sin¬ 
ister machinations of Vladimir Putin 
which the extremist Brexiters seem to 
ignore or are too blinkered to see. 

Anything which weakens Europe 
strengthens Russia, so Putin must 
have jumped for joy when he heard the 
UK was taking steps to leave the Euro¬ 
pean Union. 

ROBERT PERRY 
Stourbridge 


Gun threat 

storyline 

dangerous 

HAVING seen a letter on 
your pages from R West- 
worth (21.03.2018) may I 
say I totally agree with his 
comments - this was never 
more shown up than in the 
recent BBC programme of 
Shetland. 

The programme had a 
bloke who was supposedly 
wrongly imprisoned for 
murder but went after a 
schoolgirl culminating in 
him going after the people 
he thought guilty with a 
shotgun. In the end he was 
told he was okay and had 
been wronged - but if the 
TV gives the idea that any¬ 
one who thinks they’ve been 
wronged can get a shotgun 
and threaten people that’s 
dangerous - an American 
situation. 

Years ago Grange Hill 
showed a programme where 
pupils set fire to the school. 
When I complained the BBC 
said parents knew it was 
only fiction - a few weeks 
later pupils set fire to a 
school copying Grange Hill. 

HELENA CAMWELL 

Oldbury 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


co.uk 


Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as , 
soon as we can. The Chronicles M 
adhere to the Editors’ Code of I 
Practice, which can be seen at 1 
www.ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the ac¬ 
curacy of a story, write to The 
Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
If we cannot reach a resolution 



contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 
co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon¬ 
don, EC4M 7LG 


One billion is a hole 
lot of cash for roads 

A BILLION pounds, wow, are our roads that bad, and you 
have to wonder if we have so many potholes then why do 
we need speed humps? 

Surely the potholes themselves act as speed controllers, 
and you have to ask where does all the money raised by 
vehicle licensing go? 

Of course we do have a problem since paperless taxation 
was introduced. 

And no-one seems to know how many rogue cars are 
on the road, so where are we going with our road main¬ 
tenance? 

Isn’t it time we brought this astronomical costing under 
control and who knows perhaps bring it in-house? 

S T VAUGHAN 

Yardley Wood 


Hospital car 
park needs 
big change 

MY friend Cole appears to 
contradict himself in his 
letter. He gives reasons of 
easing of the Russells Hall 
car-parking problem and 
then blames the stupid en¬ 
trance/exit system. 

He suggests that one way 
of easing the traffic would 
be for people to go on the 
bus. There must be hun¬ 
dreds of people who travel 
to hospital by bus, but there 
are numerous reasons why 
people don’t go on the bus to 
the hospital, i.e. the person 
who has an appointment is 
being given a lift because 
he or she may not be able to 
walk to the bus. 

So my friend really hasn’t 
thought this one out. There 
are all sorts of reasons why 
people have to travel by car. 
The problem is too many 
cars trying to get into the 
car park with only one en¬ 
trance and exit. The answer 
is to make a second entrance 
and exit further down Pen- 
snett Road and also create 
further parking spaces. 

BOB WHITEHOUSE 
Kingswinford 


END OF SEASON 
5 DAY SELL-OFF! 

HUNDREDS OF BEDS, MATTRESSES, SUITES, SOFAS, ARMCHAIRS & MUCH MUCH MORE - ALL DRASTICALLY REDUCED IN PRICE! 


[PLOsl UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT ( 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE \ 
SUBJECT TO STATUS I 


WINDERMERE CORNER SOFA IN JUMBO CORD & CHINELLE 
WAS £999 HALF PRICE!! SALE PRICE £499 



(ALSO AVAILABLE IN 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER SOFAS PLUS ARMCHAIRS) 


DALLAS SOFA - TRADITIONAL DESIGN WITH BRASS & 
HARDWOOD FEET 
WAS £599 
HALF PRICE!! 

SALE 
PRICE 

£299 

(ARMCHAIR AVAILABLE TOO - LESS THAN HALF PRICE £179) 



NEWARK LARGE 3 SEATER SOFA IN LIGHT GREY OR 
DARK GREY , 

WAS £499 
HALF 
PRICE!! 

SALE 
PRICE 

£249 !_ 

(OR 2 SEATER JUST £219. ARMCHAIRS ALSO AVAILABLE £129) 



PAIR OF SUMATRA LEATHER SOFAS IN ROSSO RED + 
STORAGE FOOT STOOL 


MADRID 3 SEATER AND 2 SEATER SOFAS WITH 
ATTRACTIVE SADDLE STITCH DESIGN 



WAS £1699 SAVE £1000!! SALE PRICE £699 THE PAIR!! 



CALYPSO SOFA IN 
BROWN OR BLACK 
AMAZING VALUE!! 


SAVE 

£720 


WAS £1395 SAVE £720!! SALE PRICE £675 THE PAIR!! 



SALE PRICE 

£169.50 


CHOOSE FROM OUR UNRIVALLED 
STOCKS OF MOBILITY CHAIRS 
IN LEATHER & FABRIC. 

MANY MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 
SAVING UP TO 50% EG ROBERTO 
LIFT & TILT IN LEATHER 
WAS £699 
50% OFF!! 

SALE PRICE £349 


ASHTON SOLID ASH DOUBLE 
BEDFRAME COMPLETE WITH 
MEMORY FOAM DUO 
MATTRESS 
WAS £799 
HALF PRICE!! 

SALE PRICE 

£399 



BRISTOL KINGSIZE BEDFRAME 
COMPLETE WITH 
ORTHOPAEDIC 




ROMANCE DOUBLE BEDFRAME 
IN CREAM COMPLETE WITH 
QUALITY DAMASK 
MATTRESS 
WAS £399 
HALF PRICE!! 

SALE PRICE 

£199 



B 

F 

C 

■ FURNITURE FACTORY 

■ OUTLET STORE 


CRUSHED VELVET DOUBLE 
DIVAN BASE WITH MEMORY 
MASTER MATTRESS & 
CRYSTAL BUTT0NNED 
HEADBOARD 


WAS £499 

HALF PRICE!! 

SALE PRICE £249' 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XF 





HUNDREDS OF 
BEDFRAMES, DIVANS 
& MATTRESSES 
TO TAKE AWAY 

SINGLE MAH FROM £39 
DOUBLE MAH FROM £59 
KING MAH FROM £79 


Telephone: 

0121 557 6885 


OPENING HOURS: 

MON-SAT 10AM-5.30PM PICTURES FOR 

SUNDAY 10AM-4PM GUIDANCE ONLY 


Window Warehouse prides 
itself on customer satisfaction 



A panelled window available from the firm An example of one of Window Warehouse’s conservatory installations 


Based in Oldbury, Window 
Warehouse is an established family 
run business specialising in the 
design, manufacture and installation 
of UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. 

The continued success of the 
business is due to strong principles of 
customer care, excellent installation 
service and high quality products, with 


Commercial feature 

over 80 per cent of customers coming 
from personal recommendation. 

Window Warehouse has it’s own 
surveyor, installation team and after¬ 
sales service. 

The locking systems on windows 
and doors comply with the new Fensa 
guidelines. 


All windows are surveyed and 
manufactured to customers’ 
requirements. 

A spokesman said: “We don’t have 
high pressure salesmen, but instead 
are a local, family-run business.” 

Contact us now for a free obligation 
home visit and/or quote, telephone 
0121 544 2222. 



E DISCOUNTS 
H THIS SPRING 


O' 


Windows 

• Composite Doors 
% Porches 

• Patio Doors 

t Conservatories 

• Window & Door 
Repairs 

$ Fascias/ 
Guttering 

• Building Work 

• Misted-up Units 




Womkhfjui Window A 


d)oAbmbk (booh. A 


CLoaajj. fonAAhoodohhA 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

window-warehouse.com windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat 9am-1pm 


Window Warehouse 
(Sandwell) Ltd 

Established over 20 years 

Tel: 01215442222 
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Get expert advice from trusted professionals at Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Limited 


Window firm with a wealth of experience 


Investing in new windows and doors or a 
conservatory is a huge commitment, so it 
is vital to get expert advice from trusted 
professionals. 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Limited 
have a wealth of experience and will spend time 
with you, thoroughly discussing your options. 

Offering a 10-year insurance backed 
guarantee, they will never ask for a deposit or 
stage payments - with customers only paying 
after the installation is complete. 

And after they’ve left you to enjoy your new 
purchase, they won’t just walk off into the 


sunset. In the unlikely event of something 
going wrong with your windows, doors or 
conservatory you’ll be fully covered for after 
care with your guarantee. 

The company, which is based in Halesowen, 
can also assist with repairs and maintenance 
problems with your current windows, doors 
and conservatories regardless of who originally 
fitted them. 

These are people who definitely know what 
they’re doing! 

And, if you’re scratching your head for ideas 
on how to fund your new project, they can 


give you some help. A company spokesman 
said: “A Barclays Home Improvement Account 
offers you the ideal way to fund your home 
improvement.” 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Ltd’s 
products are fabricated ‘in house’, utilising 
their own specialist PVCu manufacturing plant. 
The company has over 30 years experience, 
and are a major supplier of quality PVCu 
installations of windows, doors, conservatories, 
porches, orangeries and fascia and soffit 
boards throughout the West Midlands. 

“All installations are fully supervised from 


initial design through to final installation by 
expert Rydale operatives,” added the company 
spokesman. 

The team of expert fitters have a wealth of 
experience and are recommended for their 
polite, courteous and tidy approach. 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Ltd is 
Certass registered and Fair Trades and No 
Rogue Traders Here approved. 

In addition the company is fully compliant with 
Document L Building Regulations. 

“Our approach ensures a consistently high 
level of quality control and also allows our 


customers to achieve considerable savings 
by buying direct,” added their company 
spokesman. 

Their A rated windows, which reduce heat 
loss by more than 20 per cent, are fitted as 
standard and can save over £250 off your 
heating bill in the first year alone. 

At Rydale Windows they take security very 
seriously. “All of our doors and windows are 
fitted with high security multi point locks.” 

For further information contact Rydale 
Windows (Manufacturing) Limited on 0800 917 
6060 or visit www.rydalewindows.co.uk 
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Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
will get a full valeting service 
on your guttering or windows 
or conservatory totally FREE. 


T Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVC products. 
Guttering and Driveways 
valeting available. 


T Supply only 

f n jfi ill Kfei ftS ! S Available to 

‘ l ari! 11211 H I I the trade on all 

II ! our products 

Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Spring and give RYDALE a ring\ 


Windows?! Doors 


PrangeriesJfPorches 
and Soffit {Boards! 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON APRIL INSTALLATIONS 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 















































Sandwell Hospital respiratory service has been redesigned so patients receive better care 

Praise for respiratory care 


Hospitals on shortlist for top award 




Sandmen and 


HOSPITALS in Sandwell, 
Rowley Regis and Birming¬ 
ham have been shortlisted 
for a national award for ‘ex¬ 
cellent’ work in improving the 
care of respiratory patients. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust, which runs 
Sandwell, City and Rowley Regis 
Hospitals, has been shortlisted in 
the category Acute Service rede¬ 
sign in the Health Service Journal 
Value Awards. 

Judges were impressed with how 
the trust had redesigned the respira¬ 
tory service so that patients could re¬ 
ceive better care not only in a hospital 


setting but also in the community. Dr 
Arvind Rajasekaran, consultant res¬ 
piratory physician, who is also the lead 
for redesigning the service, said: “We 
are honoured to be shortlisted for this 
prestigious award. 

“This redesign project is part of the 
Future Hospital Programme, which 
selected four hospitals in the country 
to deliver new models of care, sup¬ 
ported by the Royal College of Physi¬ 
cians. We are delighted that our work 
has been nationally recognised and 
this recognition will only spur the clin¬ 
ical team to strive for greater innova¬ 
tion and better care for our patients . 

“The outcomes of the project so far 
have shown that with proactive and 
joined up care we can achieve a re¬ 


duction in the number of respiratory 
patients having to visit to A&E for 
their condition. This is great news as 
it shows that our patients now have 
access to better-planned care and their 
conditions can be safely managed out¬ 
side the hospital, improving their 
health and wellbeing. 

“We set up co-located clinics with 
GPs to see patients at surgeries, in¬ 
volve different specialities to look after 
patients when they are in the hospital, 
and work closely with the community 
respiratory team to ensure patients 
receive the right care at home. We can 
see that this model is working well.” 

The winners will be announced at 
the award ceremony in Manchester on 
June 7. 


We are 
your friendly, 
local dental 
professionals. 


We can help you 
solve your dental 
problems, painlessly. 

We are only a phone call away: 

0121 588 4541 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

www.confidence2smile.co.uk 



WANTED 

Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home. Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved. 

PlcZ*e can 

0121 643 5211 



We have many dogs desperate for new homes. 
Please feel free to visit our centre or log onto our website. 

www.birminghamdogshomeiprg.uk 


Ifyw cannot rohoms 

Cathe rine-De-Barnes ] 


Hywi can help us *Hth donations o(r c 

s Lane, Calherine-De-Barnes, Soli 


r apoiuporahlp 

lihull. B62 ODJ 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 
20 MINS!!! 



Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

Which? 
Which?\ Trusted 

lru»l»d Inidur / 

_/ Trader 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


2 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Make your home warmer, quiter and safer 



Carera Windows has fitted more than half a million quality windows and doors Carera prides itself on offering honest and professional expert advice 


Market leading Stourbridge double glazing 
business Carera Windows has fitted more 
than half a million quality windows and doors 
over the past 28 years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide 
a level of customer service that is second 
to none. More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 
authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 


Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 
using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors, sliding 
patio doors, french double doors and porches. 


Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 


the business across the country. Carera prides 
itself on offering honest and professional expert 
advice, installing 100 per cent high quality 
products, sensible prices and outstanding 
customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 


aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 



,f your getting 
3 quotes make 
sure Carera is 
one of tkemUU 
Call us TODAY 
>3-384 442490 


1 
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rare 




Proud 


to have worked with 


Top Quality a Kmcv, 

Products At Great Prices 
Yale Locking Systems 
Swish Window & Door Systems 
Payment On Completion 
Full 10 Year Guarantee 
No Deposit Required 

us NOW 


CARERA 


Make the right choice for your new windows, 
conservatories, orangeries and porches. 

Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, 
it has had the same owner since it opened 
in 1989. Call them now for your FREE 
no obligation quotations. Our visit takes 
approximately 20-30 minutes 

Visit our large beautiful 
showroom with all products on 
display for a warm welcome 

WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 

24, Junction Rd, Audnam, 01384 442 490 


Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 


www.carerawindows.co.uk 


Yale 


FENSA 


Registered Company 





























































Golden days for 
care home couple 



Janet and Roy Tandy mark their 50th wedding anniversary 
occasion at Roxburgh House care home in Cradley Heath 


A COUPLE celebrated their golden wedding anniversary 
at a care home. Janet and Roy Tandy marked the occasion 
at HC-One’s Roxburgh House care home in Cradley Heath. 

Staff at Roxburgh House pulled out all the stops to en¬ 
sure that the happy couple celebrated their anniversary 
in style. The lounge was decorated and head chef Louise 
baked a cake and prepared an afternoon tea party. 

The couple were presented with a card and bouquet of 
flowers from everyone at Roxburgh House. Janet and Roy 
were childhood sweethearts. They met when they were 
both 15 years old. They were married at Netherton Church 
and had their reception at Victoria Pub in Old Hill, before 
travelling to Bournemouth for their honeymoon. 

Janet said she was delighted to celebrate her big day. 

Roxburgh manager Julie Jones said: “It was an honour 
to share such a special occasion with Janet and Roy. Con¬ 
gratulations to them both on 50 years of marriage.” 


Dementia 
team for 
trust wins 
accolade 


A TEAM of doctors and nurses working with 
dementia patients have been recognised na¬ 
tionally at a prestigious awards ceremony. 

The Dementia, Delirium and Distress (DDD) team 
at Sandwell and West Birmingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust scooped the Personalisation of Care gong at 
the Patient Experience Network National Awards . 


Judges praised the team 
for their innovative ap¬ 
proach that focuses on pa¬ 
tients’ needs and ensures 
they receive appropriate 
care when they are in hos¬ 
pital. 

Gemma Diss, lead nurse 
for dementia and learning 
disabilities at the Trust, 
said: “We are delighted 
to receive this prestigious 
award and be recognised 
for our work in supporting 
patients with dementia and 
learning disabilities. 

“Our service aims to pro¬ 
vide a more patient-care 
centred approach so that we 
can enhance their experi¬ 
ence whilst they are staying 
in hospital, helping them to 
recover more quickly. 

“Through listening to ex¬ 
periences, we learned that 
it was important for staff to 


By Megan Archer 

have a good understanding 
of patients’ needs and to be 
able to identify signs of dis¬ 
tress, so they can develop 
appropriate care plans. 

“We have been organ¬ 
ising a number of train¬ 
ing sessions for our staff 
through which they gain 
a good knowledge and un¬ 
derstanding of dementia, 
delirium and learning disa¬ 
bilities. Staff also have the 
opportunity to role play, in 
order to recognise patients’ 
needs and understand why 
they may get distressed 
whilst staying in hospital. 
Through education and en¬ 
gaging with patients, carers 
and staff, we aim to build a 
new culture where patients 
are treated based on their 
needs, not diagnoses.” 


Fast And Reliable Repair Centre 




Large stock available Inside the Great Bridge shop 


After moving 
into Great 
Bridge just over 
2 years ago, GB 
Phones goes 
from strength 
to strength. 

Located in the 
heart of Great 
Bridge, GB 
Phones offer a 
fast and reliable 
walk in repair 
centre, with most 
repairs being done 
within the hour by 
our technicians, 
who have many 
years experience 
of repairing Mobile 
Phones, l-pads 
and Tablets. 

Wide Range 

GB Phones also offer 
a wide range of new 
and used mobile 
phones and can also 
unlock all makes and 
models, as well as 
selling mobile phones, 
GB Phones will also 
buy your mobile 
phone, but only with 2 
forms of identification. 


GB Phones can also 
supply everything you 
need for your Mobile 
Phone including 
batteries, sim cards, 


Great Bridge Shop 


house and car chargers, 
covers, cases and also 
tempered glass screens 
which will help to 
protect your phone. 


So if you unfortunately 
have a cracked or 
smashed screen, don’t 
despair, because GB 
Phones will repair. 



Walk In Repair Centre 


PHONES 


58 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7EW 

99 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

MAGAZINE 


HALF PRICE 


SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 


To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


GREAT 

BRIDGE 


iiPtt 


We Buy & Sell New & Used Mobile Phones 


Unlock AH Makes & Models 


All Repair Work Undertaken 


Walk In Repair Centre 
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£ 65 k compensation paid out 
over potholes-link injuries 


CASH-STRAPPED Sandwell Council has paid out almost 
£65,000 in compensation to road-users over injuries from 
potholes. The cash was paid to cyclists, motorcyclists and 
motorists in four years between April 2013 and April 2017. 

There were 19 claims in total due to injuries from potholes - result¬ 
ing in £64,132.44 being paid out. A spokesman for Sandwell Council 
said it regularly repairs potholes and the local authority has just re- 
- ceived a £155.000 boost for this. 


Corbyn in 
pledge over 
anti-semetism 

LABOUR leader Jeremy Corbyn re¬ 
turned to the Dudley borough for 
the second time in a few weeks and 
defended himself against the raging 
anti-semitism storm. 

Mr Corbyn, on a visit to Wall Heath 
ahead of May’s local elections, told 
supporters he was disgusted by an- 
ti-semitic posts on social media and 
insisted: “None of it is done in my 
name.” He vowed he will fight an¬ 
ti-semitism ‘to my dying day’. 

Mr Corbyn insisted he was commit¬ 
ted to ridding the party of anti-semitic 
views. 

The party has been engulfed in a 
row over anti-semitism with some La¬ 
bour MPs - including Dudley North’s 
Ian Austin - accusing the leadership 
of not doing enough to tackle it. 

But on Easter Monday’s visit, Mr 
Corbyn said: “I do not approve of it 
at all.” 


The council spokesman said: “We 
repair potholes as part of our duties 
under the Highways Act. 

“As well as conventional patching 
works, we also carried out a range 
of surface improvements last year to 
help prevent potholes. These measures 
help repair minor defects and create a 
waterproof layer to reduce the risk of 
potholes forming. 

“When this type of work is com¬ 
pleted at the right time, its helps re¬ 
duce more costly repair works. 

“Sandwell has received extra fund¬ 
ing to help us to tackle potholes, we’ve 
received just over £155,000 in addi¬ 
tional to an earlier grant of £225,000. 

“This will be used to tackle potholes 
that have developed over the winter. 
This is in addition to further preventa¬ 
tive works which are programmed.” 

The figures were revealed following 
a Freedom Of Information request. 

However the injuries did not all 
occur during the four-year period. 

In some cases it took several years 
for compensation to be settled, with 
one injury from 2014 resulting in a 
settlement being made during the 
2016/17 financial year. 

The spokesman said the size of in¬ 
jury claims paid out has increased in 
recent years due to the introduction of 
a national claims portal. 



West Bromwich indoor market traders seen after collecting 142 Easter eggs for children in poverty 


GENEROUS market traders and their 
customers have donated 142 Easter 
eggs for children living in poverty. 

The eggs have been collected by 
traders at West Bromwich Indoor Mar¬ 
ket and Christians Against Poverty 


(CAP). Market manager Gerry Ritchie 
said: “We are always overwhelmed by 
the generosity of the market custom¬ 
ers at Easter, these eggs will be very 
much enjoyed by local children.” 

The market is running a free bunny 


hunt for children, with prizes and 
entry into a raffle for a smartphone. 
The Bunny Hunt is on every day ex¬ 
cept Tuesdays and Sundays until Sat¬ 
urday. An Easter raffle is raising funds 
for the Blood Bikers charity. 


New jobs on 
way as Jet2 
celebrates 

ONE of the newest arrivals at Bir¬ 
mingham Airport is celebrating its 
first year of operations by creating 60 
new jobs. 

Airline Jet2.com and its Jet2holi- 
days sister company have more than 
doubled their workforce since launch¬ 
ing 12 months ago, and will have 500 
people based in Birmingham for their 
summer schedule. 

Since its first flight from Birming¬ 
ham Airport on March 30, 2017, the 
company has flown more than 800,000 
customers to and from its newest 
base, and says strong demand has 
enabled it to enjoy continued growth. 

A year ago, the company flew to 
23 destinations from Birmingham 
whereas today it is 39, with capacity 
more than doubling. 

At launch the firm operated four 
aircraft at the base, but during the 
peak season this year there will be 
nine. 

That growth means that the com¬ 
pany has also increased its workforce. 
This year Jet2.com and Jet2holidays 
will employ 500 at Birmingham, up 
from just over 200 last year. 

To support that, it has announced 
the creation of 60 new roles in ground 
operations and cabin crew positions. 

Man charged over 
jewellers ram-raid 

A MAN has been charged in connec¬ 
tion with a ram-raid at a jewellery 
store in Smethwick. Kashawn Heath 
was arrested following the raid at 
Jai Jewellers, in Cape Hill, at around 
6.20pm on March 9. 

The 23-year-old from Landswood 
Road, Oldbury, has been charged with 
robbery. He appeared at Dudley Mag¬ 
istrates’ Court on Thursday. He has 
been remanded into custody ahead of 
trial. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


OLD LIFE.. 





For these patients our procedures have been life changing. Could this be what you need in 2018? 



A TTRACTIVE, confident and with a contagious 
laugh - that’s professional chef, Jacky Standish. 

Looking younger than her 57 years, Jacky has recently 
drawn up an unusual “bucket list”, though she’s quick to 
point out: “I’m not dying.” 

For Jacky, who was so ashamed of her teeth she walked 
her dog at 5am to avoid meeting people, clever dentistry 
at North Street has marked a new life chapter, punctu¬ 
ated with a list of the all places she’s only dreamed of 
dining. 

The former chef and house manager at Hagley Hall 
has undergone a major transformation after gum disease 
ruined her smile, confidence and her ability to chew 
properly. 

Now, with four implants retaining an upper over¬ 
denture and a partial lower traditional prosthetic, she’s 
thrilled with her new look. “My jaw is sore from smil¬ 
ing so much. No-one would ever know they are not my 
natural teeth,” she says. 


W HEN Theresa Reardon from London set out 
to fix a longstanding dental problem she never 
imagined it would take a lifetime’s search before find¬ 
ing the answer in Dudley. 

Even a trip as a dental tourist to Budapest failed to help 
the 82-year-old. 

After a lifetime of denture troubles, it was during a vis¬ 
it to a friend at Wolverhampton she found fresh hope in 
a newspaper article. For eight years the former Queen’s 
Household domestic kept the cutting about the work of 
Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS Eng GDC 108353. 

“I read it over and over again, then one day booked an 
appointment,” she recalls. 

“I could never bite an apple - the bottom denture was 
all over the place - but the day I had my new dentures I 
went out and had a steak. Steven has done for me what 
no other dentist has. It’s been a long time coming, I’m so 
grateful that I don’t have to put my hand over my mouth 
any more.” 


M EETING Vicki Ball is all about the smiles - lots 
of them and she’s gushing with the praise about 
her new smile. 

A retired community midwife, who was based in 
Wordsley, the bubbly 60-something-year-old is quick to 
affirm: “I love my new teeth.” 

Adding, “you can’t tell they’re not my own,” Vicki 
admits her smile has not always been her favourite at¬ 
tribute. 

“I’d grown tired of living my life around my uncom¬ 
fortable dentures. 

I never really stopped going out, but when I did, I was al¬ 
ways thinking ahead where I could go to take my teeth out.” 
Vicki’s treatment included two implants to stabilise a 
lower prosthetic and the prescribing of high quality, tra¬ 
ditional upper dentures to help support facial features. 

“My husband, Terry, couldn’t believe they were so 
good. Not to have to keep thinking about my teeth when 
I’m out is such a relief,” she says. 


J OHN Clews is sharply focussed on why he’s 
agreed to do this interview: “I want to give people 
like me hope,” he declares. 

The skilled die-sinker knows a thing or two about 
clever engineering - and with multiple failing teeth, in¬ 
stinctively realised that he too required the kind of skill 
that sets him apart as an experienced factory problem- 
solver. 

For years he endured daily toothache, but crippled by 
fear of the dentist, avoided treatment until he could no 
longer tolerate the problems. 

“I came here [North Street] and they promised to re¬ 
store my smile, but they gave me back my life,” he adds. 

After having six implants in his upper jaw to support a 
complete arch of teeth and other remedial work, 

John is now able to live his life without having to wor¬ 
ry about his teeth. 

And the dental phobia? “All staff were fantastic, I felt 
so much at ease.” 


Suctioni dentures Complete dentures Partial dentures Copy dentures, Implantrretained denture s Repairs, service; Relines Soft linings 


¥ 


North Street 
Dental and 
Implant Clinic 

An Independent Practice 

www.northstreetdentalclinic.co.uk 


Call us today on 

01384 254067 


Denture Clinic also available at: 
Richmond House, 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 


rSnture 

0800 0285185 Lfenic 


North St. Dental Clinic, 5 North Street, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


www.denture-clinic.co.uk 











































r> Hello • p | 

bpring bale 


Hurry Extra Discounts off all sale prices 
is now in its Final Week! 

At Cousins' the Spring Sale means up to half price savings throughout 
the stores, including our fabulous new collections of furniture, carpets, beds, 
homewares and much more, plus all the famous brand names. 

Buy today, pay nothing until next year, no deposit, interest free! 



ousins 


Established 1985 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 

Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. Bll 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 
Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 

cousinsfurniture.co.uk 




Parker Knoll 
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0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in January 2019 on the date specified at the time 
of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items or in store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only 
available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 15.04.18. See website for Price Promise details. 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


FREE PARKING 
INSTORE RESTAURANT 
LARGE STOCKS 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Trusted 

Service 

Award 
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Nlandy hailed 
champion for 
raising funds 

A BINGO hall employee has been hailed 
a charity hero for the region. 

Mandy Bayliss, who works at 
Wednesbury’s Mecca Bingo, has been 
named the regional charity champion 
for the Midlands and South West. 

It comes after her efforts contributed 
to help the nationwide bingo hall chain 
raise £1.8 million for the charity Car¬ 
ers Trust. Ms Bayliss said: “I am com¬ 
pletely over the moon and cannot thank 
my colleagues enough for helping raise 
a fantastic amount of money for such a 
deserving cause. 

“Our customers are truly one-of-a- 
kind and without their support and 
generosity, we wouldn’t be celebrating 
this award.” 

Mecca Bingo teamed up with 
Grosvenor Casinos to raise cash back in 
2014, with branches across the country 
tasked with launching their own fund¬ 
raisers. Carers Trust works to improve 
support, services and recognition for 
anyone who cares unpaid for a family 
member or friend who is ill, frail, disa¬ 
bled or has mental health or addiction 
problems. 

Stay safe online 
through sessions 

PARENTS of secondary school pupils 
have been invited to attend sessions 
about how to stay safe online. The 
events will focus on online safety and 
filters, child sexual exploitation and ex¬ 
posure to pornography and other dan¬ 
gers online. 

Sessions will be delivered by Adam 
Shaikh, the youth commissioner of 
Sandwell and chairman of SHAPE 
Youth Forum. 

Three upcoming sessions are 
planned for Wednesbury, Oldbury 
and West Bromwich. For details or to 
book a place visit sandwell.gov.uk/shap 
eevents 


FOCUS ON WEDNESBURY 


Picture this, as exhibition on 
cartoonist Charlie's life begins 



Children’s services chief Councillor Simon Hackett, back right, with youngsters at ‘court’ 


Speeding 
drivers face 
‘kids court’ 

PUPILS in Wednesbury are 
making sure drivers stick to 
a new 20mph speed limit - by 
dealing with speeders at their 
very own ‘kids court’. 

Drivers caught speeding in 
an operation outside Park Hill 
Primary School in Wednes¬ 
bury were given the option of 
a fine, or face pupils asking 
difficult questions about why 
they were breaking the limit. 

A new 20mph limit has been 
in force since January across 
the whole of the Friar Park 
ward. Fifteen drivers were 
caught breaking the speed 
limit, with the fastest going at 
34mph. 

Four were given advice at 
the roadside and nine chose to 
go before the kids court. Two 
bus drivers were prosecuted 
for breaking the speed limit. 

Twelve children tackled 
the drivers for going above 
20 miles an hour, breaking 
the speed limit. They posed 
thought-provoking and 


hard-hitting questions to the 
offenders including: “How 
would you feel if you killed 
one of us?” and: “Why were 
you speeding when the road is 
clearly signed?” 


Highways chief, Councillor 
David Hosell said: “The whole 
idea behind doing this is that 
the words of the schoolchil¬ 
dren and the embarrassment 
of being caught speeding out¬ 


side a school is going to stay 
with the speeding drivers.” 

Park Hill Primary deputy 
head Kate Jenks said: “The 
pupils thoroughly enjoyed tak¬ 
ing part in kids court.” 


A SPECIAL exhibition celebrating the work of 
Sandwell-born cartoon artist Charlie ‘Chas’ Grigg 
as an illustrator for The Beano and The Dandy has 
been launched in Wednesbury. 

The exhibition at Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery, 
which will highlight his work as illustrator of Korky the 
Kat and Desperate Dan, started yesterday, Wednesday. 

It will contain artefacts, original drawings, letters, unseen and 


unpublished images, plus a 
chance to see video interviews 
with Charlie who lived in the 
Rood End area of Langley as a 
young boy. 

Arts officer Alex Howell said: 
“This is an opportunity for fans 
of The Beano and The Dandy to 
find out more about Charlie, the 
man who drew some of their fa¬ 
vourite cartoon characters. 

“Visitors will be able to ad¬ 
mire some of his brilliant work, 
including drawings in cartoons 
and comics and in caricatures.” 

Touring 

The exhibition will run until 
November 2018 before touring 
in a smaller form around local 
libraries. 

It will be open at Wednes¬ 
bury Museum and Art Gallery 
on Wednesday and Thursdays 
from llam-4pm and on Satur¬ 
days from 2-5pm. Last entry is 
30 minutes before closing. 

A special launch of the exhi¬ 
bition takes place on Thursday 



Cartoonist Charlie Grigg 


April 19 at 7pm. Doors open 
6.30pm. If you wish to attend 
the launch, please email alex_ 
howell@sandwell.gov.uk or call 
0121 556 0683 by 16 April. 

The launch will also feature a 
section of Our Best Kept Secret, 
which includes performances of 
original work by Brendan Haw¬ 
thorne, John Langford and Alex 
Vann based on the life of Char¬ 
lie hosted by Billy Spake Mon. 



ADVERTISING 

DRIVES 

RESPONSE 


Local newspapers and websites are cited 
as the most useful way for people to view 
available cars within their price range 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


Express & Star 


Most ads are 
legal, decent, 
honest and 
truthful. 

In 2016, the ASA 
removed 4,824 that weren’t. 



ASA.org.uk Advertising Standards Authority 













































Fury at 'rip-off' of fuel 
prices on the motorway 



MOTORISTS in the West Mid¬ 
lands have to pay up to 27p 
more per litre for fuel at mo¬ 
torway services than at near¬ 
by filling stations. 

MPs and taxi firm bosses have 
said more needs to be done to 
tackle the ‘rip-off pricing at mo¬ 
torway fuel monopolies across the 
Black Country and Staffordshire. 

Research by the Chronicle’s sister 
paper, the Express & Star highlights 
a huge gulf between petrol and diesel 
prices on Midlands motorways - of up 
to 27p per litre in some areas. 

It comes as Transport Secretary 
Chris Grayling urged competition reg¬ 
ulators to investigate the UK’s three 
biggest service station operators. 

Monopoly 

And Dudley South MP Mike Wood 
said: “These service stations are 
clearly abusing a monopoly - you just 
need to compare fuel prices at services 
on a motorway compared to some¬ 
where cheaper like Asda next to Junc¬ 
tion 2 of the M5. 

“I can’t see how they can justify get¬ 
ting people to pay 20p more per litre. 

“We need to be looking at the places 
that continue to exploit this monopoly 
to make sure drivers aren’t taken ad¬ 
vantage of.” 

The difference in prices can see fam¬ 
ilies paying out more than £14 extra 
for filling up an average 55-litre car. 

At the BP filling station at Hilton 
Park services on the M6, drivers face 
prices of 139.9p per litre for unleaded 
and 141.9 for diesel. 

However, petrol stations at Asda 
in Cannock and Morrisons in Willen- 
hall - both just three miles away - are 
charging just 112.7p for unleaded 
and 113.7p and 114.7p for diesel re¬ 



The cost at BP’s Hilton Park site 


spectively. Similarly the BP garage 
at Frankley Services on the M5 has 
fuel priced up at 139.9p for petrol and 
141.9 for diesel. 

But 4.6 miles away at the Asda sta¬ 
tion in Oldbury - just off Junction 2 of 
the same motorway - petrol is 114.7p 
per litre and diesel 116.7p. 

The discrepancy in the prices has 
been dubbed a ‘rip-off by a Black 
Country taxi boss who said more 
needs to be done to tackle motorway 
fuel pricing. 



The Morrisons store in Willenhall 


Shaz Saleem, chairman of Dudley 
Private Hire and Taxi Association, 
said: “I think it’s disgraceful, it’s not 
fair on motorists as there is no other 
choice for fuel on the motorways. 

“People are being forced to pay more 
money at the motorway stations - it is 
clearly a rip-off. 

“It needs to be looked at and mon¬ 
itored more closely so people aren’t 
forced to pay out extra. If people are 
paying an additional amount then it is 
basically money for nothing.” 


HU IlSINESS 


1. PRE-PRODUCTION PLANNING 

2. ON-LOCATION RECORDING 

3. AUDIO PRODUCTION 

4. POST PRODUCTION 

5. VIDEO ADVERTISING 

CUL 119121 



Source: www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 


MNA DIGITAL 



NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


Unit 4 Wednesbury Trading Estate WS10 7JN 

Opening times: Mon - Sat: 9am - 6pm I Sun & Bank Holidays: 10am - 4pm 

Delivery: £10 local, outside 5 miles is £20 & £45 outside 40 miles 



















REACH 
CUSTOMERS 
ON THE MOVE 



Advertise your business 
on the 

Express & Star website 


To find out how you can benefit call MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


Building up display of 
Brum landmarks in Lego 


FAMOUS landmarks from 
across the West Midlands are 
to be recreated in Lego form 
to celebrate the opening of 
Birmingham’s Legoland dis¬ 
covery centre. 

Around 1.5 million bricks and 48 
different colours will be used by a 
team of specialist Lego designers 
to create miniature versions of 
the region’s iconic landmarks. 

So far, Birmingham’s Town Hall, 
the Mailbox, The Cube and the city’s 
library have been replicated, with 
more models on the way. 

The project is estimated to take an 
incredible 6,800 hours to complete. 

All the replicas will feature in an 
exhibition called Miniland which will 
feature glowing towers and animations 

Amy Langham, from the discovery 
centre, said: “We went through a pro¬ 
cess of visiting all the landmarks in the 
Midlands and going around the cities 
picking great architectural buildings, 
even the ones that are challenging to 
build in Lego. 

She added: “We have been working 
with the designers and builders to 
make these buildings into a reality.” 

The centre is expected to open at 
Arena Birmingham in July. More than 
5,000 applications were received for 
the position of master model builder, 
which is one of just 22 worldwide. 


Tram work invite 

FIRMS that could help construct a 
tram extension are invited to a meet¬ 
ing. 

Midland Metro Alliance is offering 
companies the chance to get on board 
with the next phase of its extension 
from Wednesbury to Brierley Hill at 
an open day at the Copthorne Hotel at 
Brierley Hill on April 17. 



Birmingham Town Hall created out of Lego bricks 
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Take a look at Birmingham’s iconic Mailbox development made out of Lego 



Nobody ever did storming, stropping, gyrating rock goddess like Tina Turner, officially one of the best-selling female artists in 
history, whose rasping power vocal, tempestuous personal life and sheer survival instinct were just begging to be turned into 
a rock opera. 

Well now it has been, in a show written by Olivier award-winning playwright Katori Hall and directed by the internationally 
acclaimed Phyllida Lloyd, and you can see it erupt onto the stage at London's Aldwych Theatre. With coach travel, hotel 
accommodation and free time in London, this isn't just a great deal - it's Simply the Best! 


London Theatre Break 

2 Days By Coach - Matinee 


Departing Saturday 12 May 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star outer London hotel with dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ The Tina Turner Musical theatre ticket - Grand Circle (matinee performance) 

✓ Free time in London 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 149 



Also Available on this package and date 

2 Days 
By Coach 

only 

£129 


2 Days 
By Coach 

only 

£139 



2 Days 
By Coach 

only 

£119 



Omega Holidays cannot be held responsible for the non-appearance of a particular actor/actress; no refunds will be given in this event. Whilst we always try to ensure that parties 
are seated together, very occasionally, it may be necessary for parties to be split. Couples are always seated together. Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions 
excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


MNA DIGITAL 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


03300 130 051 

or visit online at: omegabreaks.com/RT 


Quote OMRT 


if #ABTA 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 
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«,U* HOME- *°f 


on Everyfr" n 9 


Baroness 

Elite 46" Double 

mattress and base set 

A super-deep luxurious 
12.5g bonnel sprung mattress 
which offers the perfect sleep surface. 

Accessories not included. 


NOW 

ONLY 

£499 


NOW ONLY 


MADEIRA - Stain resistant 
hard-wearing striped loop 
Berber available in 2 colours. 
WAS £5.97m 2 


FOR ONLY 


Hard-wearing loop berber with stain 
resistant qualities, making it suitable 
for any room in the home. 


FOR ONLY 




RUGS from £39.99 


UniTed 

CARPETS 


WOODFLOORK^ : qi 


21 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 
Telephone 0121 5056679 

www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or call Free on 0800 344 442 

Opening Hours: Mon 9am-8pm, Tues-Sat 9am-6pm, 

Thur late night 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-4pm 


O# 


SHOP: IN STORE/ONLINE/MOBILE 


■ TRUSTPILOT □□□□□ 


Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair surcharge applies. Free fitting offer does not apply to laminate 
wood or vinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. Colours in photos may vary slightly due to print quality. United Carpets accept no responsibility for printing errors, tlnterest free credit 
available up to 4 years, payable monthly. Based on £2000 total spend then 48 monthly payments of £41.67, equivalent to £9.62 per week. United Carpets and Beds is authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority in relation to credit broking. Minimum order applies. ✓'Trustpilot review was correct at time of printing. 
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A mugshot of Catherine Legg, right, with her handwritten note 


Isaac Ellery, right, who was sent to the colonies for stealing cushions 


Archives give insight to Victorian criminals 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Tom Oakley 


HAUNTING images of crime sus¬ 
pects arrested more than 160 years 
ago whave been released in a se¬ 
ries of police custody images be¬ 
lieved to be among the oldest of 
their kind. 

The photographs of Isaac Ellery and Cathe¬ 
rine Legge were taken by Birmingham police 
back in the 1850s and are accompanied with 
handwritten notes by the suspected offenders. 


Ellery was convicted in 1853 for stealing ‘gig 
cushions’ and sentenced to seven years ‘trans¬ 
portation’ - a Victorian punishment that saw 
offenders shipped to the colonies to serve sen¬ 
tences abroad. 

But it appears even that failed to change 
his ways as he was convicted again in 1860 


for producing counterfeit coins. Details sur¬ 
rounding the alleged offences of Legge are 
unclear but these images provide a glimpse 
of policing more than a century-and-a-half 
ago - and show how mugshots of suspected 
criminals captured by West Midlands Police 
have changed over the years. 

Marched 

In the early days, officers used Birming¬ 
ham’s Moor Street public office cells and 
prisoners would be marched round to the 


nearby photographic studio and pose for pic¬ 
tures amongst paying customers. 

The force started producing its own pho¬ 
tographs in around 1870 when those being 
held were snapped holding a chalk board 
with their details. 

In 1891 a photographic studio, including a 
dark room, was created in the lock-up offices 
and styles of photos changed. 

There were periods where those arrested 
were asked to put their hands out in front of 
their body; and then in front of a number of 


mirrors giving a number of angles of one per¬ 
son. A spokesman for West Midlands Police 
said: “Over the years, advances in technology 
have seen the introduction of colour, com¬ 
puter databases and different styles... but 
the principle of bringing those convicted of 
offending to justice has remained the same.” 

To find out more about early prisoner pho¬ 
tography follow @WMPHistory on Twitter 
and Instagram, or visit WMPeelers.com. 

Old custody pictures can be found by 
searching the #MugshotMonday hashtag. 


Bus journey 
marks 10th 
year of free 
pass for OAPs 

PENSIONERS celebrated 10 years of 
free bus passes for senior citizens - by 
catching the bus to London. 

To mark a decade since it was intro¬ 
duced, members of the West Midlands 
National Pensioners’ Convention 
travelled to London from Walsall 
using their passes. 

They eventually caught the bus into 
central London to deliver an enor¬ 
mous birthday ‘petition’ card to 10 
Downing Street. 

They were joined there by dele¬ 
gates and supporters from other parts 
of England, and by English MPs and 
peers. The ‘petition’ was handed over 
with the catch line - “On the Tenth 
Anniversary of the England Bus Pass, 
we ask HM Government to pledge to 
retain it unchanged as a universal na¬ 
tional entitlement free at the point of 
use.” 

Walsall transport campaigner 
Councillor Richard Worrall of the Na¬ 
tional Pensioners’ Convention Trans¬ 
port Group, said: “The national bus 
pass is a lifeline for millions of older 
and disabled citizens. Since its intro¬ 
duction 10 years ago, the bus pass has 
been of huge benefit not only to older 
people, but to wider society as well. 

“Every year, older people contrib¬ 
ute more than £10 billion in time and 
skill through volunteering in their 
local communities.” 

Managing Director of bus opera¬ 
tor National Express West Midlands, 
Tom Stables, said: “We know senior 
citizens greatly value the freedom 
and independence their bus pass gives 
them. 

“So in January this year, we intro¬ 
duced a £1 single bus fare for senior 
citizens before their OAP free bus 
pass becomes valid at 9.30am. Don’t 
forget too, that with a bus pass, you 
can take kids - or grandkids - for a 
quid on our buses.” 


Lorry driver dies after hitting 
central reservation on the M5 


A MAN has died after a lorry hit the central reservation on 
the M5 in the Black Country. A lorry driver, aged 61, was 
rushed to hospital after the crash between Junction 2 and 3 
of the motorway at around 5.15am on Monday but was later 
pronounced dead. 

The motorway was initially blocked both ways between the junc¬ 
tions for Oldbury and Halesowen due to the severity of the incident. 


The northbound later opened at 
6am but the southbound carriageway 
remained closed near Oldbury through 
most of the morning until around 
11.30am. Central Motorway Police 
Group and Highways England Traffic 
Officers worked to make the area safe 
by clearing debris and repairing the 
central barrier while collision investi¬ 
gators examined the scene. 

A West Midlands Police spokesman 
said: “Police were in attendance at a 
serious collision on the M5 motorway 
between junctions 2 and 3 southbound 
after a truck collided with a barrier 
and then came to a stop just before 
5.15am this morning. 

Injuries 

“A 61-year-old man was taken to 
hospital with serious injuries and has 
sadly been pronounced dead. Junc¬ 
tions 2 to 3 southbound for Oldbury 
and Halesowen remained closed this 
morning as enquiries continue and 
the scene was made safe. There were 
no other vehicles involved in the crash 
and no other injuries. He was carrying 
a load which needed to be cleared off 
the road but it is all sorted.” 

A statement on the Highways Eng¬ 
land website described the crash as a 
‘serious multi-vehicle collision’ and 
advised drivers to allow extra time for 
any journeys. Southbound traffic was 
being diverted off the motorway at 



Accident investigators at the scene 


Junction 2, along the A4123 and A456 
and back on the M5 at Junction 3. 

Tributes and messages of condo¬ 
lences poured in for the driver on 
social media. Jorja Booth posted onto 
Facebook: ‘RIP bless the person who 
suffered this morning bless to those 
including myself and my family trav¬ 
elling on the M5 today take care every¬ 
one.’ 

Roadworks are being carried out on 
the M5 with workers on target to com¬ 
plete the repairs to both carriageways 
in the autumn. It means Highways 
England will be able to remove the 
contraflow system between M5 junc¬ 
tion 1 and 2 and the traffic manage¬ 
ment at M5 junction 4a. 


Wedding gowns down the years 



Visitor services assistant Anne Willetts, at Haden Hill House, Cradley Heath 


AN exhibition has opened at a Black Coun¬ 
try venue showing historic wedding dresses 
and photographs of weddings from the past 
century. 

The show at Haden Hill House in Crad¬ 
ley Heath started on Sunday and will run 
until the summer. It offers a look back into 
the past 100 years of weddings in the Black 
Country. 

It includes a wedding dress from 1910, a 



coral coloured dress from the 1930s as well 
as more modern gowns. 

There are also photos from weddings that 
have taken place in the region in the last 
100 years. 

The event is open when the house is open 
on Thursday and Fridays from 10am to 
4.30pm and on Saturday and Sundays from 
2pm to 5.30pm. 

It is free to enter and runs until July 1. 


The boxed Phillpotts dress 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Lumbros Back 
Support Belt 



The world’s leading professor 
in Spinal BioMechanics has 
developed BioFeedbac™ 
technology. 35 years of clinical 
research has resulted in the 
Lumbros posture correction belt 
- proven in clinical trials to correct 
poor posture, reduce back pain 
and prevent further back damage. 
Using specially designed sensory 
pads either side of the spinal 
column, your back muscles are 
stimulated to be automatically 
corrected to their most natural 
position. 

So discreet it can be worn under 
clothing day or night and the 
unisex design makes it perfect for 
both men and women. Fits waist 
size from 22” up to 55”. Measures 
six inches at deepest point. 

D8646 Back Support Belt 




Only £49.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Effectively target muscle aches or stiffness in your neck and shoulders with this powerful massager, which even 
includes a gentle infrared heat option to help further ease those aching muscles. 

It uses rotating heads that will knead your neck and shoulders and can reverse direction to give you a deep 
shiatsu massage. It can be powered either through a mains socket or via the 12V car adaptor. Wipe clean only. 
Measures L53.2 x W40.5 x H18 cm. 

It is recommended that if you use a pacemaker or have any concerns regarding your health that you consult with 
your GP prior to using this massager. 

D8927 Shiatsu Neck and Shoulder Massager 


Shiatsu Neck and Shoulder Massager I video' fsl 

AVAILABLE ONLINE 



Only £13.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


Copper-lined Thermal 
Joint Supports 


These elasticated therapeutic copper 

thermal joint supports provide insulation Mitten 

to the joint for gentle warmth and 

comfort. 


They are manufactured with real copper 
thread, which for centuries has been 
used to stimulate circulation and ease 
stiffness and pain. 

The supports will not restrict movement 
as the copper is combined in such a 
way that flexibility is not diminished, 
and they can be hand washed at a low 
temperature so they can be worn again 
and again. 

Sizes available: S/M and L/XL. Mitten: 
S/M is suitable for a wrist measurement 
between 5.5 and 7 inches and L/XL 
between 7 and 8.5 inches. 


Knee support: S/M is suitable for knees 
between 10 and 13.5 inches and L/XL 
between 13.5 and 17.5 inches. 


Ankle support: S/M is suitable for 
ankles between 6 and 10 inches and U 
XL between 10 and 13.5 inches. 


D2407 Mitten 
D2409 Knee 
D2410 Ankle 





Reducing the risk of deep vein thrombosis, these 
compression socks are a must for long journeys, 
during exercise, sitting for long periods, or for 
those at risk due to other conditions. 

Designed to apply pressure to the lower leg, they 
help to maintain blood flow whilst reducing 
discomfort and swelling. They are suitable for 
diabetes sufferers and also offer enhanced 
recovery after exercise, improved muscle 
oxygenation, reduced lower limb fatigue and 
reduced muscle oscillation. 

Available in black and supplied as a pack of two. 
Compression 13-15 MMFIG. 

Sizes: small (4-6), medium (6.5-7.5), large (8-10.5) 
and extra-large (11-13). 

C239 Compression Socks Twin Pack 


Fland linked seamless toe 


Knee 

height 


^Better 


Compression 
Socks Twin Pack 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011 

*Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Quote 81972 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 25th December 2017 - 25th March 2018. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (81972), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 


Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname 

Address_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_ 

My card number is: 


_ Postcode_ 

_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No 


i i i i im~ni i i i in i i ii i i i sm/m a?m/m a rm 

“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 


CODE(S) 


SIZE 


PRICE 


POSTAGE CHARGES - Please insert as applicable 

Standard 

P&P 

Northern Ireland, Isle of Man, 
Highlands & Islands, BFPO 

Channel Islands, 
Scilly Isles & Ere 

Items marked 

Items marked 

«PH 

Items maiked 

£4.95 

£6.95 

£10.95 

£6.95“ 

£9.95“ 

£14.95“ 


QTY 


TOTAL 


POSTAGE 

TOTAL 


**Due to product weight and courier limitations we 
are unable to deliver outside mainland UK, to Scot¬ 
tish Highlands, Isles or BFPO addresses. 


Express & International 
Deliveries from £6.45 


For customers ordering via the internet or telephone we offer a range of express and 
international delivery services. Please order online or telephone to use these services. 
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I n this last instalment of the Express 
& Star’s investigation with author 
and historian Andrew Homer into 
the strange and paranormal goings-on 
across the Black Country and beyond 
we look at Sedgley. 

Over the course of this investigation we have delved 
into the world of gruesome murders, heartbroken 
ghosts, and police officers so appalled by their target 
on the run they have pursued them even in death. But 
in this final edition we go out with a bang - looking at 
mischievous landlords, haunted police stations and the 
strange case of a man never able to buy one last drink. 


V 


By LUKE 
* ^ BARTLE TT 


SEDGLEY 

GHOST TRAILS 


Mil 


Crown 


1 Sedgley Police Station 

It was rebuilt during the early 1860s to house crooks 
and criminals - following on from its former life as a 
workhouse. 

The paranormal tales that have materialized from this 
building however concern its time as Sedgley Police 
Station. 

One of the older police officers at the station is said to 
have had an unnerving experience there one evening 
whilst on the graveyard shift. 

He was busy tucking into his sandwich in the kitchen 
area of the station when silently and without warning a 
uniformed figure suddenly burst straight past him. 

The sinister looking figure came from the direction of 
the old police inspector’s house on the same site - and 
disappeared through the other side of the kitchen. 

According to the officer’s report the figure was 
dressed in some sort of uniform - believed to be that of 
a Victorian police inspector’s typical get-up. 

Although the possibility remains that it may well have 
been a figure making his way through the former work- 
house. 

The officer would not have known that workhouses 
such as Sedgley would have employed a porter to over¬ 
see all comings and goings secure the building at night 
and assist the Master and Matron to keep the inmates 
in order. 

A porter would have been identified by his smart, 
formal, and almost military styles of uniform. 


2 The Crown 

It now stands a new building - having replaced the 
former Crown public house on the same site. 

And the haunting of it is associated with a much earlier 
and plumper landlord known as Bob Foster. 

Mr Foster allegedly died of a heart attack whilst work¬ 
ing down in the building’s cellar - and is said to have 
haunted the building since. 

Strange goings-on keep his presence alive. Dogs be¬ 
have strangely when he is said to be around and often 
seem petrified of things that cannot be seen. 

On one occasion a landlord of the pub found himself 
locked down in his own bedroom despite being the only 
one in the building at the time. 

Other strange happenings include when a cleaner 
claims to have seen Mr Foster in the area round the 
toilets, and when two draymen delivering barrels of beer 
had the fright of their lives. 

They were getting rather fed up with the landlord who 
kept barking orders to them - only to find out the man 
who had been ordering them around was none other 
than the long-deceased Bob Foster. 

3 White Lion Inn 

It is dated on record back to at least 1702 but parts of 
the building are argued to stretch back to at the English 
Civil War. 

Dudley was a Royalist stronghold during the Civil War 
and this may explain one of the ghosts seen here at the 


White Lion Inn. He is said to be a Royalist Cavalier in full 
uniform who has been seen across various parts of the 
building but more than once on the main staircase. 

Dudley Castle is not too far a distance away so some 
believe he may be associated with the forces who de¬ 
fended the castle against the Parliamentarians. 

During this time the castle was part of Sedgley with 
a much later border change placing it within Dudley in 
1926. 

An old lady also been seen in parts of the pub. She 
is locally known as Ann and as the wife of a former 
licensee. 

Prior to major refurbishments there used to be a 
window in the kitchen door leading from the bar and the 
ghost of Ann was often spotted keeping a watch over 
the pub from this very window. 

Ann used to enjoy a glass of gin and at times punters 
have heard the gin optic bring operated when the bar is 
completely empty. 

As with more than most ghostly sightings, the spirit 
usually behaves as they would have done in their former 
lives - despite passing through non-existent doors or 
walking above or below modern floor levels. 

But one particular spirit has been spotted in the White 
Lion Inn who does not conform to these conventions. 

A man in normal clothes is seen to walk in the pub as 
if to buy a drink. Before reaching the bar, he disappears 
up into the ceiling - never quite able to buy that one last 
pint. 


4 Beacon Hotel 

This Grade II listed Victorian style pub was built 
around 1851 and has more than a spooky tale or two 
attached to it. 

Home to the Sarah Hughes Brewery - Sarah Hughes 
took over the pub in 1921 but is said to still keep a 
watchful eye over the pub. 

She was spotted by one of the previous managers 
walking through a wall in the smoke room where there 
was once a door. 

People have also heard noises in the hallway of the 
building that sound like footsteps coming from upstairs 
and things moving around. 

In 1994 a member of staff, Andy, was staying at the 
pub for extra security measures and sleeping in the 
sitting room. 

In the early hours of one morning he woke up to the 
startling sight of an old man dressed in dark trousers, a 
granddad style shirt, waistcoat and Wellington boots in 
the corner of the room. 

Believing it was a ghost Andy squeezed his eyes shut 
and was relieved that the figure had disappeared when 
he opened them. 

Descriptions of the figure later revealed that it may 
have been the late father of the buildings present owner. 

• Andrew Homer’s book Black Country Ghosts and 
Hauntings, which details more than 150 spooky 
locations across the West Midlands, is available on 
Amazon for £8.99. 
















THEATRE + MUSICt-U 


Reputation for fine cuisine 



Situated in Wednesbury town centre 
with close links to the motorway, The 
Lamp restaurant is easily located on 
most commuter routes. 

The traditional Bangladeshi and 
Indian restaurant has a fully licensed 
bar and offers a very varied menu. 

For those who set high standards for 
Indian cuisine you will be pleased to 
know that the head chef won chef of 
the year in 2013 and is reputation is well 
known in the area. 

A spokesman said: “Our customers 
have also rated us Number 1 on 
Trip Advisor and we have also been 
awarded a certificate of excellence.” 

The restaurant also caters for private 
parties with a free function room which 
can seat up to 60 people. 

For those who fancy a night in by the 
TV, then free delivery is available on all 
orders over £10. 


FREE FUNCTION ROOM 

Seats up to 60 people 




Various food packages available 

GM-HP'D on 

Trip Advisor in 

tripadvisor Wednesbury 


larrip fystaurarit $ Bar 


Fully licensed Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine 

F^ir©l« 18 Upper High Street, 
EEJ^ f Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 

EH] Q pen l a gp m _ l 2 pm 


Tel: 0121 505 3080/ 
505 4250 
www.lamp-restaurant.co.uk 
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All children 6 weeks to 5 years welcome. 
Childcare vouchers accepted. Free funded 
places for 2-5 year olds available. 



57 Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WS10 7DF 
www.wonderlanddaynursery.co.uk 



To Advertise Your Pub, Restaurant Or Venue Here 

Please Call Daniel Eccles On 01384 353227 


Nerina's about to Stay Lucky 


Don’t get Nerina Pallot started. The self- 
confessed grump, voracious reader and 
voracious writer - and very occasionally 
voracious drinker - will tell it like it is. Albeit 
with some wit, a ready smile and not a little 
panache. 

The Brit-nominated singer/songwriter has written 
for the likes of Kylie Minogue and a fistful of X Factor 
hopefuls: “I can’t say Kylie wasn’t good money - it was. 
But I only saw it as a means to an end: funding my own 
records. But after a while it became so soul-destroying. 
Not necessarily for me, but because of all these young 
artists - they’re being filled with all this hope. And you 
know that unless the second single goes, it’s over for 
them. I saw that time and time again. I don’t want to be 
a part of that. It’s grim.” 

She’s no longer a fan of co-writing: “I’ll never do it 
again for love or money. I’m actually really down on 
people who co-write.” 

And she’s also got more chips on her shoulder 
than McCain about the way her first two albums were 
marketed. “Very pop, very mainstream, and it was all 
about being nice. A journalist said: ‘Her hair is too 
glossy to take her seriously.’ I hated it at the time but 
she was right! Although, to be honest, it is nice to see 
yourself looking pretty.” 

GREATEST 

She has no time for pop superstars, like Taylor Swift. 
“Taylor Swift could make the greatest record of all time. 
But it’s too late - she’s TAYLOR.” 

And so meet Nerina Pallot, a smart artist who talks 
straight and writes beautifully. Her new album is Stay 
Lucky. It’s her sixth, and she’s releasing it at the age of 
43. The Jersey-born, London-based musician played 
her first gig in 1995, which means she’s been doing 
this for 22 years. Is she bothered about any of those 
numbers? What do you think? 

“I’ve only now just got a handle on things. I don’t 
know why we have this massive issue with age.” 

Nerina wrote Stay Lucky and played guitar and piano 
and synths and percussion on it. She produced it, 
and, after relationships with three different major 
labels, is releasing it on her own label, Idaho 
Records. “That’s allowed me to be free,” 
she notes, stating the happy obvious. 

“When I think about why I went pop on 
my third album [2009’s The Graduate] 

- which was a disaster for me; I lost a 
lot of fans - it was because my label 
were breathing down my neck after the 
second one,” Nerina says of 2005’s 
Fires. It sold 100,000 copies and 
earned her Brit and Ivor Novello 
award nominations. “They were 
telling me it should have sold 
10 million, if only it had had 
a radio single. So what that 
led to was me trying to do 
that - and then doing stuff with 
Kylie.” 

Nerina wrote two songs, one 
of them the title track, for Kylie’s 
2010 album Aphrodite. She 
admits that that experience, plus 
spells writing with Linda Perry 
(Christina Aguilera’s Beautiful) 
and Rob Davis (Minogue’s Can’t 
Get You Out Of My Head), helped 
Pallot improve her chorus-writing 
skills. “But that didn’t translate to a 
radio single for me. ’Cause my heart 
wasn’t in it. ’Cause that’s not who I 
am.” 

So, now that she’s free, she can 
“indulge herself.” This meant a year of 
EPs, released one a month in 2014 - and 
it means, further down the line from Stay 
Lucky, more new songs that are “way 
more out-there - there’s one that’s a bit Roy 
Ayers. Actually, that might make this album . 

. . But I will only do what I want to do. And as 
long as I can keep living, I won’t stop.” 

Stay Lucky was recorded over two productive 
weekends in London’s legendary RAK 
studios. The speed belies the lovely, unhurried 
expansiveness of an album that is, truly and 
deeply, her most personal, most warmly emotional 
album yet. 

Even as she led from the front, it’s also her most 
collaborative record. Nerina was aided, abetted 
and enriched by a thrillingly diverse selection of 





musicians. The 
players include 
three members 
of Michael 
Kiwanuka’s 
touring band, 

Steve Pringle 
(keyboards), Alex 
Bonfanti (bass) 
and Lewis Wright 
(drums, vibes), 
with the latter 
taking time out from 
his other day-job, 
as a member of 
acclaimed young 
British jazz quartet 
Empirical. The 
backing vocalists 
are Markus Feehily 
(ex-Westlife) and Rod 
Thomas (aka Bright 
Light Bright Light). 

The bulk of the string 
arrangements are by Sally 
Herbert (Florence & The 
Machine, Bat For Lashes), 
who’s worked on all of Pallot’s 
albums. The brass arranger 
is Noel Langley, probably 
the most respected British 
jazz trumpeter, as Radiohead 
would attest. Finally, Bernard 
Butler (who co-produced her 
fourth album Year of the Wolf) 


I can’t say Kylie 
wasn’t good 
money - it was 


plays guitar on three tracks. As Nerina notes typically 
pithily: “I’ve basically made a totally muso record, which 
is a great or terrible thing depending on how you feel 
about six-minute songs and sax solos. 

“I feel like I’ve got the best career ’cause I’ve never 
had enough success for it to be demanded that I do the 
same thing over and over again. I would go completely 
mental having to do the same successful record again. 
I’d never be able to move on. I like so much music, and 
I love new music. Last year it was the BadBadNotGood 
record - I was just relieved that fusion is allowed now 
- I was a massive fusion fan as a teenager. And also 
Thundercat - I’m like, great, we can have sax solos 
again! Which is why a sax solo is the last thing I have to 
add to Stay Lucky before it’s totally done ...” 

Nerina headlines Birmingham’s Glee Club on 
Monday. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see 
The Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 

Andy Richardson 
























'hey've got Everything 
Everything going for them 


With a top 10 album, plus performances at 
both Glastonbury and Reading and Leeds 
last summer, it’s safe to say Everything 
Everything had a monumental 2017. 

This year already looks set to be better with a huge 
UK tour that sees them playing their biggest headline 
shows to date. Some dates were hit by the early March 
snow, hence the band’s rescheduled concert next 
Thursday, April 12, at Birmingham’s 02 Academy. 

The Mercury Music Prize-nominated indie rockers 
have released four albums to date - 2010’s Man Alive, 
2013’s Arc, 2015’s Get To Heaven and 2017’s A Fever 
Dream. In addition to a Mercury Music Prize shortlist, 
they have received three nominations for the Ivor 
Novel I o Award. 


A Fever Dream was their biggest success to date 
and just as politically-charged as its predecessor, Get 
To Heaven. Singer Jonathan Higgs, from Tyneside, 
says: “It feels like the right thing to do: the right record 
to have made and the right way to react to the last 
couple of years. We didn’t want to repeat ourselves, we 
didn’t want to drastically go against what we’d done.” 

Other key gigs include indie rockers The Vaccines 
with the up-and-coming Dream Wife at the 02 
Academy on Saturday, the same night that ID’s Harry 
Styles plays the Genting Arena at the NEC. 

Britain’s Got Talent winner Tokio Myers, who has 
just reworked Jerusalem for England’s Commonwealth 
Games squad, is at the 02 Institute on Sunday, when 
rapper Macklemore plays the 02 Academy. 


A psychological 
Turn Of The Screw 


A NEW adaptation of the 
terrifying Henry James 
ghost story Turn Of The 
Screw brings chills to 
Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre from Tuesday to 
Saturday, April 14. 

Set in 1840, it tells of a governess 
who agrees to look after two 
orphans, a boy and a girl, at 
seemingly idyllic country house, 

Bly. But she soon realises that they 
are being manipulated by ghosts of 
Bly’s troubled past and is prepared 
to go to extremes to save the 
children from malign influence. Is 


this the supernatural at work or the 
delusions of a damaged mind? 

Carli Norris, pictured, from TV’s 
EastEnders and Hollyoaks, plays 
the tormented Governess. 

Dermot McLaughlin, who 
produces this touring play with 
Mercury Theatre Colchester and 
Wolverhampton Grand, says: “I was 
inspired by the success of the stage 
adaptation of Susan Hill’s much¬ 
loved novel The Woman in Black 
and, in researching the debt that 
Hill’s novel owes to Henry James, I 
got lost in the intriguing world of Bly 
and the Governess’s psyche. 

“I found Turn of the Screw a 
compelling story with fascinating 



female 
characters. 

The context of this troubled woman 
committing to paper her terrifying 
and inexplicable experiences so 
long after the event was intriguing 
and moving. That psychology 
seemed very interesting dramatic 
territory.” 

Tim Luscombe’s adaptation 
signals the passage of time in a 
surprising way whilst true to the 
story. Turn of the Screw has been 
much debated since its publication 
in 1898. It was made into 1961 
film The Innocents with Deborah 
Kerr and inspired Nicole Kidman 
haunted house movie The Others. 


Love on the rock 
for young gangster 

It’s been described as Romeo 
and Juliet meets Peaky 
Blinders, a new adapation 
of Graham Greene’s 
novel Brighton Rock has 
been adapted for the 
stage by Bryony Lavery. 

Brighton Rock tells the 
story of two 17-year-olds, 
gangster Pinkie and his 
girl Rose, played by Jacob 
James Beswick and Sarah 
Middleton, pictured. The formidable Ida (Gloria 
Onitiri) is not prepared to let anyone get away 
with murder. It is staged at Birmingham Rep from 
Tuesday to Saturday, April 14. 


Thee Hypnotics are 
roaring back to action 

Hell-raising 1990s rockers Thee Hypnotics are 
back with a heavyweight coloured vinyl anthology 
boxed set, Righteously Recharged, and a Brum gig 
tomorrow night (Friday) as part of a 15-date UK tour. 
Jim Jones (vocals) and Ray Hanson (guitar) will 
be joined by Jeremy Cottingham (bass) and Phil 
Smith (drums) at the Hare and Hounds in Kings 
Heath. Known for their savage blend of garage rock 
and psychedelia, Thee Hypnotics garnered a cult 
following from 1987 onwards after supporting The 
Damned, The Cramps, The Black Crowes and The 
Cult. But the story nearly ended in tragedy in 1990 
when the group’s tour bus was hit by a drunk driver 
after a gig at Prince’s club in Minneapolis. The band, 
who came from High Wycombe, split in 1999 and 
singer Jones went on to front the Jim Jones Revue. 



ADVERTISEMENT Hj 

HOME COOKING WITH A TWIST!! 



W ednesbury town 
centre are proud 
to announce a new 
restaurant on the high street 
Moza Grill, Situated on 40 
Lower Street, Wednesbury 
WS10 7AQ. 

The family of the restaurant are 
local people and they are very 
proud to own a restaurant which 
is in the heart of the community 
with over 30 years experience in 
the catering business. 

The Grand Opening of the 
restaurant will be Monday 9th 
April 

Moza Grill is an Indian Grill 
Restaurant serving some of 
the finest dishes to come out 
of Bangladesh, using fresh 
ingredients and the best spices 
on the market. Why not try one 
of our delicious freshly made 
burgers with some of your 
favourite toppings. We also 
serve grilled steaks and chicken 
seasoned with our chefs secret 
special seasoning. 



As you walk through the doors 
you will come straight into the 
80 seater restaurant with fresh 
decor using recycled materials. 
The restaurant will cater for any 
occasion whether it’s a birthday 
party or a wedding reception so 
get in touch! Disabled facilities 
are also available. 

If it’s outside catering you 
require then look no further, 
we will cater for any party for 
any amount of people and our 
prices are very competitive. 

We encourage everyone to 
come and try us from friends 
to families we will cater for 
everyone, we even have 
interactive place mats to keep 
all the children entertained. 


The restaurant doesn’t serve 
alcohol but don’t worry you 
are more than welcome to 
bring your own. We do offer a 
good selection of soft drinks 
to choose from aswell as our 
selection of mocktails. 

So what are you waiting for? 
Call now to reserve your table, 
We look forward to meeting 
you all. 




GRAND OPENING 

MONDAY 9 th APRIL 2018 

sreciai off 


orders dining in or takeaway 
valid from 9th April - 12th April 


offers or promotic 


co,njuncti( 


BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISftff OINTMENT 


For orders & reservations: 


FOR LATEST UPD> 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 

5:30PM - 11:30PM 
40 LOWER HIGH ST, 
WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 
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Troy: Fall of a City 
(BBC1,9.10pm) 

The Trojans are stunned to 
discover a deserted Greek 
camp, and all that remains on 
the beach is an offering to the 
gods in the form of a large, 
wooden horse. With the war 
finally over, the celebrations 
can begin, but are they 
premature? The final episode of 
David Farr's Ancient Greek 
adventure, retelling the legend 
of the Trojan War from the 
perspective of a family at the 
heart of the conflict. Starring 
Bella Dayne, Louis Hunter, 

David Threlfall, Frances 
O'Connor, Chloe Pirrie, Joseph 
Mawle, Jonas Armstrong, 
Waldemar Schultz, Aimee-Ffion 
Edwards, Johnny Harris, David 
Avery, Alfred Enoch, Christiaan 
Schoombie, Chris Fisher and 
Amy Louise Wilson. Last in the 
series. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Commonwealth 
Games 2018. Live swimming, track 
cycling and netball coverage from 
Queensland. 12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 
BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Golf: The 
Masters Highlights. 2.15 Commonwealth 
Games 2018. Jason Mohammad 
presents highlights of day three. 4.30 
Final Score. 5.15 A Question of Sport. 

(R) 5.45 Doodlebugs. 

6.00 Ready or Not. Game show 

featuring unsuspecting members 
of the public who face surprise 
challenges while going about their 
daily lives. Paddy McGuinness 
provides the commentary. 

6.30 BBC News. 

6.40 Regional Programme. 

6.50 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present a writers’ special of the 
general knowledge quiz, featuring 
Charlie Higson, Sally Gardner, Fern 
Britton, Jilly Cooper and Martina 
Cole. 

7.40 Who Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
presents the game show in which 
two pairs of complete strangers 
team up, each battling to outdo the 
other by listing as much as they 
know about a given subject. 

8.20 Casualty. Ethan treats a pregnant 
woman who was rushed to the ED 
after her waters broke at a bus 
stop. Sam admits to lain that she 
is worried about Dylan’s 
alcoholism, and wants to help him. 

9.10 Troy: Fall of a City. The Trojans 
are stunned to discover a 
deserted Greek camp, and all that 
remains on the beach is an 
offering to the gods in the form of 
a large, wooden horse. Last in the 
series. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Manchester City v 
Manchester United at the Etihad 
Stadium and Everton v Liverpool 
atGoodison Park. 

11.55 Commonwealth Games 2018. JJ 

Chalmers introduces live coverage 
on day four of the Games in 
Queensland, with swimming, 
boxing and hockey some of the 
standout sports on today’s 
schedule. 

4.00 Commonwealth Games 2018. 
Further live coverage of day four in 
Queensland. 


BBC2 


6.00 Commonwealth Games 2018. Hazel 
Irvine introduces live coverage of the 
third day in Queensland, with artistic 
gymnastics, netball and track cycling 
among the sports taking place. 10.00 
Robot Wars. (R) 11.00 Homes Underthe 
Hammer. (R) 12.00 Commonwealth 
Games 2018. Clare Balding presents live 
coverage as day three of the Games 
reaches its conclusion with swimming 
medals up for grabs in the women’s 
200m breaststroke and 4x200m freestyle 
relay. 2.15 MasterChef. (R) 2.45 
MasterChef. (R) 3.45 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 4.15 Money for Nothing. 

(R) 5.00 Big Cats About the House. (R) 
6.00 Today at the Games. Clare Balding 
and Gabby Logan round up the 
third day of the Commonwealth 
Games in Queensland. Swimmer 
Adam Peaty was expected to go 
for a third Commonwealth gold 
medal in the men’s 100m 
breaststroke final at Optus 
Aquatic Centre, while Yorkshire 
brothers Alistair and Jonny 
Brownlee were scheduled to take 
part in the mixed team triathlon 
relay at Southport Broadwater 
Parklands. Artistic gymnast Max 
Whitlock was the man to beat in 
the men’s individual all-around 
final at Coomera Indoor Sports 
Centre, while England and 
Scotland were hoping for track 
cycling glory at the Anna Meares 
Velodrome in Brisbane. 

7.30 Golf: The Masters Live. Eilidh 
Barbour introduces coverage of 
the third day from the Augusta 
National in Georgia, as the opening 
Major of the year continues. 
Yorkshireman Danny Willett was 
the defending champion here last 
year, but two poor opening rounds 
of 73 and 78 saw him miss the cut 
by one stroke, becoming the first 
holder of the Green Jacket to exit 
the tournament on Friday since 
Mike Weir in 2004. With 
commentary by Peter Alliss, Ken 
Brown, Andrew Cotter and Paul 
Azinger. 

12.00 Film: Having You. (2013) A man 
with a fear of commitment finally 
manages to overcome his doubts and 
propose to his girlfriend. He finds 
himself facing new responsibilities when 
he runs into a woman he once had a one- 
night stand with, only to discover he is 
the father of her seven-year-old son. 
Drama, starring Anna Friel, Andrew 
Buchan and Romola Garai. 1.30 
Civilisations. (R) 2.30 Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 2.35 BBC News. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.05 Star Wars Freemaker Adventures. 
(R) 7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 

(R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The Bagel and 
Becky Show. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 James Martin’s Saturday Morning. 

11.25 Who’s Doing the Dishes? (R) 
12.20 The Harbour. (R) 12.50 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.00 Midsomer Murders. (R) 
3.00 Tenable. (R) 4.00 Tipping Point. (R) 
5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 

Takeaway. Declan Donnelly 
presents the finale of the 
entertainment show live from 
Universal Orlando Resort in 
Florida, featuring super-sized 
audience surprises, incredible 
stunts and celebrity guests. Plus, 
Stephen Mulhern takes his pop-up 
game show In fora Penny 
stateside, and Scarlett Moffatt is 
on hand to ensure the Place on the 
Plane winners have an experience 
they’ll never forget. The identity of 
the Overlord is finally revealed in 
the conclusion of Saturday Knight 
Takeaway, and another player gets 
the chance to Win the Ads. Last in 
the series. 

8.30 The Voice UK-Live Final. The 

grand final of the spinning-chair 
singing contest, as the remaining 
four singers battle it out to land a 
lucrative recording contract with 
Polydor Records. Plus, coaches 
Jennifer Hudson, Tom Jones, 
Will.i.am and Oily Murs take to the 
stage for a special performance 
together, and are also on hand to 
give the contestants as much help 
and encouragement as possible. 
However, ultimately it’s the 
viewing public who call the shots 
and decide who will be crowned 
the winner of this year’s 
competition. Last in the series. 
10.10 ITV News; Weather. 

10.30 Film: Sherlock Holmes: A Game 
of Shadows. (2011) Premiere. 
Detective thriller sequel, starring 
Robert Downey Jr and Jude Law. 

12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 Mobil 1: The Grid. 6.45 Motor 
Sport: British GT. 7.40 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.05 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.05 Frasier. (R) 9.35 
Frasier. (R) 10.05 Frasier. (R) 10.35 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.05 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.35 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 12.00 The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.00 Formula 1 Bahrain 
Grand Prix Practice 3 Live. Coverage 
from the Bahrain International Circuit in 
Sakhir. 2.30 FI Meets David Coulthard. 
(R) 2.55 Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix 
Qualifying Live. Coverage from the 
Bahrain International Circuit in Sakhir 
(Start-time 4.00pm). 5.45 Car SOS. (R) 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Coastal Railways with Julie 
Walters. The actress travels on 
the famous Great Western Railway 
to Cornwall. She recalls childhood 
holidays when she stops at 
Torquay before heading to a 
supposedly haunted castle at 
Kingswear. She also uncovers 
tales of smuggling and joins 
members of the RNLI on a practice 
run before visiting an unusual cake 
shop in Penzance. (R) 

8.00 Britain’s Most Historic Towns. 
New series. Alice Roberts explores 
the UK’s past through the stories 
of its towns, examining key 
periods in history by delving into 
the secrets of places that 
encapsulate them. In the first 
episode, Alice tells the story of 
Roman Britain by studying the 
history of Chester. She enjoys an 
authentic Roman feast, heads 
deep underground to check out an 
extraordinary archaeological find, 
and explores a radical theory 
regarding the Romans’ plans for 
Chester. 

9.00 Film: Legend. (2015) Biopic of 
the Kray brothers, exploring their 
rise to power in the London 
underworld and conflicts with rival 
gangs from the point of view of 
Reggie’s wife Frances, who 
remains devoted to her husband 
even as he remains equally bound 
to his brutal, unstable sibling. 
Starring Tom Hardy as both twins, 
with Emily Browning, Christopher 
Eccleston and David Thewlis. 
11.35 Film: Abraham Lincoln: Vampire 
Hunter. (2012) Fantasy thriller, 
starring Benjamin Walker. 

1.30 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.20 Hollyoaks. (R) 4.30 Kirstie’s Fill 
Your House for Free. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.35 The Gadget Show. 
(R) 11.30 Traffic Cops. (R) 12.30 Traffic 
Cops. (R) 1.30 Live Aviva Premiership 
Rugby Union. Bath v Leicester Tigers 
(Kick-off 2.00pm). 4.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 5.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 

6.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Two agents get caught up in a 
dispute between a landlord and a 
tenant who refuses to move out, 
while on the south coast, debt 
collection from a Turkish 
restaurant gets complicated. (R) 
7.00 The Secret Life of Owls. Part one 
of two. In a corner of rural Essex, a 
former First World War airfield has 
been left wild for over 100 years. It 
is now perfect owl country, home 
to all five of Britain’s species of 
owl. Among them, lives a 
remarkable barn owl called 
Missing claw, and two inseparable 
little owls, Geronimo and Flo. 
Cameras follow their progress 
during winter, spring and summer. 
8.00 Everest: World’s Greatest 

Mountain. Cameras explore the 
wonder of the world’s most iconic 
mountains, beginning with the 
highest in the world - Mount 
Everest. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including Cardiff 
City v Wolverhampton Wanderers 
at the Cardiff City Stadium, 
Norwich City v Aston Villa at 
Carrow Road, Hull City v Queens 
Park Rangers at the KCOM 
Stadium, Leeds United v 
Sunderland at Elland Road and 
Sheffield Wednesday v Fulham at 
Hillsborough. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
AFC Wimbledon v Scunthorpe 
United and Grimsby Town v 
Chesterfield. 

10.30 20 Moments That Rocked the 
90s. Cold Feet star Helen 
Baxendale presents a countdown 
of memorable moments from the 
1990s, including the death of 
Diana, Princess of Wales and the 
chart battle between Blur and 
Oasis. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: The 
Other Guys. (2010) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Insect Worlds 7.30 Commonwealth 
Games Extra 9.00 Below the Surface 

10.30 Top of the Pops: 1985 11.00 Boy 
George and Culture Club: Karma to 
Calamity 12.00 Young Guns Go for It 

12.30 The Man Who Brought the Blues to 
Britain: Big Bill Broonzy 1.30 John 
Williams at the BBC 2.30 Trad Jazz 
Britannia 3.30 Close 

ITV2 

11.50 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 1.20 Britain’s Got Talent: Top 
10 LOL Moments 2.25 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 3.30 Film: The Smurfs 
(2011) 4.30 FYI Daily 4.35 Film: The 
Smurfs (2011) 5.35 Film: Mr Bean’s 
Holiday (2007) 6.35 FYI Daily 6.40 Film: 
Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 7.25 Film: The 
Amazing Spider-Man 2 (2014) 8.25 FYI 
Daily 8.30 Film: The Amazing Spider- 
Man 2 (2014) 10.10 Celebrity Juice 
11.00 Family Guy 11.50 American Dad! 
12.45 Action Team 1.20 Film: Piranha 
(2010) 2.20 FYI Daily 2.25 Film: Piranha 
(2010) 3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

11.00 A Touch of Frost 3.20 Film: 
Columbo: A Deadly State of Mind (1975) 
5.00 Midsomer Murders 11.00 Vera 1.00 
Murder, She Wrote 1.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.30 Film: Police Academy 2: Their First 
Assignment (1985) 12.30 FYI Daily 
12.35 Film: Police Academy 2: Their First 
Assignment (1985) 1.20 Football’s 
Greatest: Thierry Henry 1.30 ITV Racing: 
Live from Kelso. Ed Chamberlin presents 
coverage of today’s races at Kelso and 
Kempton Park. 4.00 Film: Red River 
(1948) 5.05 FYI Daily 5.10 Film: Red 
River (1948) 6.40 Film: Live and Let Die 
(1973) 7.45 FYI Daily 7.50 Film: Live and 
Let Die (1973) 9.05 Film: Lethal Weapon 
2 (1989) 10.10 FYI Daily 10.15 Film: 
Lethal Weapon 2 (1989) 11.25 Film: The 
Assassination of Jesse James by the 
Coward Robert Ford (2007) 12.25 FYI 
Daily 12.30 Film: The Assassination of 
Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford 
(2007) 2.35 Football Rivalries 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.00 Young Sheldon 12.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 1.55 Film: Eragon (2006) 
4.00 The Great Celebrity Bake Off for 
Stand Up to Cancer 5.15 Extreme Cake 
Makers 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 8.00 
Film: Gl Joe: Retaliation (2013) 10.10 
Film: Contraband (2012)12.15 
Gogglebox 1.15 Naked Attraction 2.25 
Tattoo Fixers 3.20 Gogglebox 



For more information 
or to book, please cal 


or visit online at: 


S& 03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 

justgoholidays.com/RT minutes package 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 


To find out more about advertising in the 
Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 


ADVERTISE 


41% of people decide where to shop as a result of seeing 
advertising in local media - ahead of supermarket promotions 
(25%), direct mail (21%) and TV advertising (19%) 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


Coronation Street 

Walk the Cobbles 

Departing Sunday 3 Jun 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


The Royal Scot Steam Train 

& the Railway Children 

Departing Sunday 24 Jun 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at our selected hotel 

✓ 90 minute guided set and studio tour of 
Coronation Street followed by free time 

✓ En-route visit to Chester 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 

✓ Royal Scot steam train journey on the Keighley 
& Worth Valley Railway 


2 Days 

By Coach 


£ 149 


2 Days 

By Coach 


£ 140 


GET CUSTOMERS 
SHOPPING 
























































CHOICE 


BBC1 


DIGITAL 



The Olivier Awards 2018 
(ITV, 10.20pm) 

Catherine Tate hosts the 
theatrical awards, which 
features performances from 
nominated musicals including 
Hamilton, 42nd Street, Follies, 
Young Frankenstein, Girl from 
the North Country and 
Everybody's Talking about 
Jamie, as well as a celebration 
of the 50th anniversary of 
Joseph and His Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat. Actors 
in the running for awards 
include Imelda Staunton, 
Andrew Garfield, Bryan 
Cranston, Lesley Joseph and 
Lesley Manville. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 
Commonwealth Games 2018. Live 
swimming and track cycling action on 
day four. 1.30 BBC News; Weather. 1.45 
Commonwealth Games 2018. Day four 
in Queensland concludes with live 
swimming. 4.30 Songs of Praise. 5.05 
Celebrity Mastermind. (R) 5.35 BBC 
News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. 
Mariella Frostrup and Rev Richard 
Coles travel to the Cotswolds, 
where nine painters work with 
their professional mentors to 
conquer techniques to depict 
nature in all its glory. The first task 
involves dealing with two subjects 
that won’t stay still - dogs Herbert 
and Nutmeg - and the final 
challenge sees them attempting to 
capture the majesty of the Acer 
glades. 

7.00 Countryfile. Sean Fletcher and 
Naomi Wilkinson present the 
show from Loch Ness, where they 
meet a seventh generation crofter 
and his daughter during lambing 
season, find out how a sporran 
maker is reinventing the traditional 
Scottish accessory, and tap birch 
trees for sap. Including Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 

8.00 The Generation Game. Family 
pairs from different generations 
battle it out in games including 
cake decorating, balloon 
modelling, and dancing the 
Argentine Tango with Vincent 
Simone and Flavia Cacace. 

9.00 Ordeal by Innocence. Arthur 
presents irrefutable proof that 
Jack is innocent, which stirs up 
tension among the members of 
the Argyll family, who realise that 
one of them may be the murderer. 
10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, with 
highlights of Arsenal v 
Southampton at the Emirates 
Stadium and Chelsea v West Ham 
United at Stamford Bridge. 

11.30 Commonwealth Games 2018. JJ 
Chalmers introduces live coverage 
as day five gets under way in 
Queensland. 

4.00 Commonwealth Games 2018. 
Further live coverage of day five in 
Queensland. 


BBC2 


6.00 Commonwealth Games 2018. Hazel 
Irvine presents live coverage as day four 
of the Games continues in Queensland, 
with artistic gymnastics, athletics and 
hockey all taking place. 9.00 
Commonwealth Games 2018. Clare 
Balding presents further live coverage 
from day four of the Games in 
Queensland, featuring swimming at the 
Optus Aquatic Centre and track cycling at 
the Anna Meares Velodrome. Coverage 
continues on BBC One. 11.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 12.30 MasterChef. 

(R) 1.30 MasterChef. (R) 2.00 The 
Secret Helpers. (R) 3.00 Film: Emma. 
(1996) A privileged, headstrong young 
woman is busy playing matchmaker for 
her friends - unaware she has found her 
own soulmate. Jane Austen drama, with 
Gwyneth Paltrow and Ewan McGregor. 
5.00 Today at the Games. Clare Balding 
and Gabby Logan present the best of day 
four’s action at the Commonwealth 
Games in Queensland, with Max 
Whitlock vying for two of the 20 gold 
medals on offer. 

6.30 Golf: The Masters Live. Eilidh 
Barbour introduces coverage of 
the fourth and final day from the 
Augusta National in Georgia, as 
the opening Major of the year 
concludes. Spanish veteran Sergio 
Garcia finally claimed his first-ever 
Major here last year, overcoming 
England’s Justin Rose in a play-off 
after carding a final round of 69. 
With commentary by Peter Alliss, 
Ken Brown, Andrew Cotter and 
Paul Azinger. 

12.00 Film: The Rookie. (2002) A 
talented baseball player’s dreams of 
turning professional end with an injury. 
Years later, he takes up the sport again 
when he agrees to coach a high-school 
team. However, a light-hearted wager 
with the players obliges him to try to 
make a comeback to the big time - with 
astonishing results. Fact-based drama, 
with Dennis Quaid, Rachel Griffiths, Jay 
Hernandez, Beth Grant and Angus T 
Jones. 2.00 Sign Zone: Countryfile. In 
West Yorkshire, Matt Baker meets a 
beekeeper who came to the county as a 
refugee from Syria, Anita Rani goes in 
search of mountain hares, and Joe 
Crowley discovers Emily Bronte’s 
passion for wildlife. Plus, Tom Heap 
investigates the decline in Britain’s 
hedgehogs. (R) 2.55 Holby City. 

Roxanna questions Gaskell’s motives 
when he takes on a controversial new 
case. Meanwhile, Fletch clashes with 
new CEO Abigail over a vulnerable 
patient. (R) 3.55 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 4.00 BBC News. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.05 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 

(R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Spy School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Adventure 
Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Love 
Your Garden. (R) 10.00 The Voice UK- 
Live Final. (R) 11.40 Change Your Tune. 
(R) 12.40 ITV News; Weather. 1.00 Ant 
& Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway. (R) 

2.30 Britain’s Brightest Family. (R) 3.00 
Tenable. (R) 4.00 You’ve Been Framed! 
(R) 4.30 ITV News; Weather. 4.45 
Regional Programme; Weather.5.00 
Tipping Point. (R) 

6.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 

Actress Sally Phillips, musician 
Rick Wakeman, professional 
snowboarder Jenny Jones and 
impressionist Alistair McGowan 
pit their wits against ruthless quiz 
genius the Chaser, as Bradley 
Walsh hosts another star-studded 
edition of the show. The celebrities 
must work as a team and play 
strategically to answer general 
knowledge questions against the 
clock and race down the game 
board to the exit without being 
caught. (R) 

7.00 Change Your Tune. More bad 
singers undergo training, 
including a woman who wants to 
sing at her father’s birthday and a 
swimming coach who wants to 
duet with her boyfriend. Baz 
Ashmawy presents. 

8.00 The Durrells. Larry goes to 

Athens on a shirt trip, and returns 
with a royal guest. Louisa is 
delighted to have a prince under 
her roof, but soon finds herself 
with a less welcome visitor. 

9.00 The Good Karma Hospital. Ruby 
is still reeling from her discoveries 
at the tea plantation, and must 
decide if she can forgive past 
mistakes. Meanwhile, Mari goes 
head to head with Lydia. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 The Olivier Awards 2018. 

Catherine Tate hosts the theatrical 
awards. 

12.15100 Year Old Driving School. (R) 
12.40 Marcella. (R) 1.30 Jackpot247. 
3.00 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Race of Champions 2018. 7.05 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.45 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.15 The Simpsons. (R) 1.45 The 
Great Celebrity Bake Off for Stand Up to 
Cancer. (R) 3.00 Formula 1 Bahrain 
Grand Prix Live Build Up. Steve Jones 
presents a look ahead to the action. 3.45 
Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix Live. 
Coverage of the second round of the 
season (Start-time 4.10pm). 

6.20 Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix 
Live Reaction. Steve Jones and a 
panel of experts discuss the 
second round of the season from 
the Bahrain International Circuit in 
Sakhir. 

6.45 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Escape to the Chateau. Series 
following a British family through 
the process of buying and 
restoring a French chateau that 
has been empty for the past four 
decades. Dick Strawbridge and his 
partner Angel Adoree’s new home 
has 12 acres of land, nine 
outbuildings, a walled garden and 
a moat-but it also has no 
electricity, heating or water, and 
proves to be a far more 
complicated DIY project than 
expected. (R) 

8.00 Jesus’Female Disciples: The 
New Evidence. Theologians Helen 
Bond and Joan Taylor embark on a 
journey around the world in search 
of evidence of the role played by 
women in the beginnings of 
Christianity. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie and Saul 
interrogate a suspect, while 
Wellington makes a play. 
Espionage drama, starring Claire 
Danes, Mandy Patinkin and Linus 
Roache. 

10.058 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the words-and- 
numbers quiz, as Jon Richardson 
and Chris Addison take on Joe 
Wilkinson and Katherine Ryan, 
while David O’Doherty helps out in 
Dictionary Corner. (R) 

11.00 Film: Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy. 
(2011) A former intelligence 
operative is brought out of 
retirement to uncover a Soviet 
mole in a high-ranking position in 
MI6. Cold War thriller, starring 
Gary Oldman and Colin Firth. 

1.25 Film: Shubh Mangal Saavdhan. 

(2017) 3.25 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 Milkshake! Monkey. 
(R) 6.25 The Secret Life of Puppies. (R) 
6.30 Mofy. (R) 6.35 Simon. (R) 6.40 
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.45 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.00 
Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.10 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.20 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.30 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 7.55 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.10 
Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 8.25 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.45 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.00 
Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.15 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.20 Football on 5: The 
Championship. (R) 11.15 Football on 5: 
Goal Rush. (R) 11.50 Traffic Cops. (R) 

12.50 Film: Oliver! (1968) Musical, 
starring Ron Moody. 3.40 Film: The 
Deep End of the Ocean. (1999) Drama, 
starring Michelle Pfeiffer. 4.40 5 News 
Update. 4.45 Film: The Deep End of the 
Ocean. (1999) Concluded. 5.50 Film: 
Marley & Me. (2008) Comedy drama, 
starring Owen Wilson and Jennifer 
Aniston. 

6.50 5 News Update. 

6.55 Film: Marley & Me. (2008) 
Concluded. 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 

Coventry, the sheriffs chase 
£10,000 owed by a publican to a 
contractor. The property appears 
to be empty, but after finding an 
ingenious method of entry, Matt 
and Garry are confronted by a 
surprised and angry landlord. 
Meanwhile, agents Max and Steve 
head to central London to try to 
recover almost £8,000 owed to a 
firm of accountants. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 When Live News Goes Horribly 
Wrong. Moira Stuart narrates a 
selection of memorable mishaps 
from live news broadcasts, 
including the President of Estonia 
walking out of an interview with 
Dermot Murnaghan, an expert on 
Korea being upstaged by his own 
children, and Krishnan Guru- 
Murthy’s awkward interview with 
comedian Richard Ayoade. 

11.55 Football On 5: The Checkatrade 
Trophy. Lincoln City v Shrewsbury 
Town. Action from the showpiece 
match between the respective 
League Two and League One 
sides, which took place at 
Wembley Stadium. 

12.55 Britain’s Greatest Bridges. (R) 

1.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Resident 
Evil: Afterlife. (2010) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Commonwealth Games 
Extra 9.00 Folk Awards 2018 10.00 The 
Sky at Night 10.30 Horizon 11.30 
Conversations: Michael Heseltine 12.30 
Howto Be Bohemian with Victoria Coren 
Mitchell 1.30 Revolution and Romance: 
Musical Masters of the 19th Century 2.30 
Horizon 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

11.40 The Voice UK - Live Final 1.30 
Film: Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang 
(2010) 2.30 FYI Daily 2.35 Film: Nanny 
McPhee and the Big Bang (2010) 3.40 
Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 4.40 FYI Daily 
4.45 Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 5.45 
Film: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
(2005) 6.50 FYI Daily 6.55 Film: Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory (2005) 8.00 
Film: Spectre (2015) 9.05 FYI Daily 9.10 
Film: Spectre (2015) 10.55 Family Guy 
12.50 American Dad! 1.45 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.15 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.20 Film: Columbo: A Deadly State of 
Mind (1 975) 1.55 A Touch of Frost 4.00 
Vera 6.00 Lewis 8.00 Larry Grayson: 

Shut That Door! 10.00 An Audience with 
Victoria Wood 11.10 Film: Carry On Dick 
(1974) 1.00 Inspector Morse 2.55 Blue 
Murder 4.10 Road to Avonlea 5.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 

ITV4 

6.20 Nijinsky’s Triple Crown 6.25 Pawn 
Stars 6.55 The Big Fish Off 7.55 Mr Bean 
9.00 An Audience with Billy Connolly 
10.05 Film: Conan the Destroyer (1984) 
11.05 FYI Daily 11.10 Film: Conan the 
Destroyer (1984) 12.15 Film: 6 Bullets 
(2012) 1.15 FYI Daily 1.20 Film: 6 
Bullets (2012) 2.30 The Protectors 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

11.30 Film: Step Up 4: Miami Heat 
(2012)1.30 The Goldbergs 2.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 2.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 5.55 Young Sheldon 6.25 The Big 
Bang Theory 6.50 Film: Night at the 
Museum (2006) 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 10.00 The Inbetweeners 11.10 
The Big Bang Theory 12.00 Tattoo Fixers 

I. 10 The Inbetweeners 2.15 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 3.05 Rude Tube 
Film4 

II. 00 My Neighbour Totoro (1988) 1.00 
Paddington (2014) 2.50 Howto Train 
Your Dragon (2010) 4.40 Tooth Fairy 
(2010) 6.45 Ender’s Game (2013) 9.00 
The Last Witch Hunter (2015) 11.05 Bad 
Teacher (2011) 12.50 sex, lies and 
videotape (1989) 3.00 Close 




STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


MNA 


Advertise your business 

on the Express & Star website 

www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 



























































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, April 5, 2018 



FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Newlywed and Dead, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A young newlywed woman begins to doubt her 
husband’s love when his aunt and rival is found 
murdered. She investigates the death and his 
chequered past, only to become his next target. 
Drama, starring Shenae Grimes-Beech, Christopher 
Russell and Samantha Ferris. (2016) 

TUESDAY 

Nightmare 911, Channel 5, 3.20pm 

A police 911 operator is fired after mistaking a real 
murder for a prank call, and feeling guilty for allowing 
the crime to happen, she sets out to find the killer 
herself before he or she strikes again. Thriller, starring 
Fiona Gubelmann and John Lee Ames. (2015) 

WEDNESDAY 

McBride: Murder Past Midnight, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

The crusading lawyer is called up for jury duty in the 
case of a woman thought to have poisoned her 
wealthy husband. However, he ends up reluctantly 
agreeing to defend the accused when she is retried. 
Mystery, starring John Larroquette, Marta DuBois and 
Matt Lutz. (2005) 



THURSDAY 

The Killing Game, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A forensic sculptor whose daughter disappeared years 
previously receives a series of menacing phone calls 
from a man claiming to have killed her and announces 
his intention to strike again. She sets out to expose 
his identity before another girl dies, and maybe find 
out where her child is buried. Mystery based on Iris 
Johansen’s novel, starring Laura Prepon. (2011) 

FRIDAY 

Invictus, ITV, 10.45pm 

Following his election as president of South Africa, 
Nelson Mandela finds himself the leader of a racially 
and economically divided nation, and seeks a means 
to unite the people. The country’s entry in the 1995 
Rugby World Cup provides a perfect opportunity, and 
he enlists the aid of captain Francois Pienaar in 
making his team an inspiration to all South Africans. 
Clint Eastwood’s fact-based drama, starring Morgan 
Freeman and Matt Damon. (2009) 


Shadowfax has to prove 
herself a worthy member 


I magine you can enter a virtual 
world, where you can forget your 
troubles and be somebody 
completely different. Some gamers 
may claim that they already do so, 
but not to the same level depicted in 
Kiss Me First, Channel 4’s 
innovative drama, which began its 
run last week. 

Based on Lottie Moggach’s debut 
novel, it mixes live action with 
animated sequences set in Red Pill, 
a secret paradise hidden on the 
edges of central character Leila’s 
favourite computer game. It’s there 
that she meets Tess, her complete 
opposite who is hedonistic, 
impulsive and insatiable. 

Leila’s troubles escalate when 
Tess turns up in the real world, just 
as a fellow member of the gaming 
group mysteriously disappears - 
making her suspect that Red Pill 
isn’t the new Eden its creator Adrian 
claims it to be. 

Executively produced and written 
by Bryan Elsley, one of the co¬ 
creators of Skins, the six-part drama 
stars rising talent Tallulah Haddon 
as Leila. 


“She’s a young working class 
woman who is dealing with the 
difficulties of being a carer for her 
mother who has a terminal illness,” 
says Haddon of her character. “She 
becomes more and more immersed 
in a game that she’s played since 
her early teens, called Azana. 
Hopefully it gives some insight into 
the life of a young woman who is 
isolated but has a lot to offer to the 
world if she’s given the opportunity. 

“Leila lacks role models; she is 
isolated and has been neglected by 
the systems. Unfortunately she is in 
position where it is very difficult for 
her to get help or support. She’s 
very capable, but at the same time 
quite naive. I think if we bring it back 
to gaming, which is an art form, it 
makes total sense for her to want to 
be part of the Azana world, which 
holds so much more potential than 
her own.” 

Haddon herself took part in 
motion-capture filming to help the 
animators working on the project 
depict Leila’s online world - it’s an 
experience she won’t forget in a 
hurry. 


“It doesn’t feel particularly magical 
when you’re actually recording it, 
but it’s really surprising what they 
managed to do,” she smiles. “I 
thought of it as being more like a 
play, or a piece of movement, 
because it’s a lot more active, 
whereas film acting is quite still. 

“I think I was most shocked by the 
eye movement and the blinking. 

The eyes look so real, this reality 
conveys emotion at the same time 
as being quite isolating as you’re 
reminded it’s an animation. It 
emphasises the duplicity of the 
experience, feeling immersed in the 
Azana world.” 

In this week’s episode, Leila’s 
alter ego, Shadowfax, must prove to 
Adrian that she’s a worthy addition 
to the world of Red Pill. 

Despite being concerned about 
the sudden disappearance of 
Calumny, she’s desperate to be 
allowed in so that she can learn 
more about her new friend Tess - 
but perhaps she should be more 
worried about Calumny’s 
whereabouts than she appears to 
be... 



Kiss Me First, Monday, Channel 4, 10pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Springtime on the Farm 
Channel 5, 8pm 

Farmers come in all shapes and sizes, from every 
age group and all types of backgrounds. But what 
connects these unsung heroes is the incredible 
lengths they go to in providing the food that goes 
on our tables all year round. Over the course of five 
nightly shows this week, Yorkshire Vet stars Peter 
Wright and Julian Norton, along with farmer and 
Countryfile presenter Adam Henson and 
Springwatch Unsprung’s Lindsey Chapman, 
celebrate the nation’s agricultural workers. The 
series begins with a look behind the scenes at 
Cannon Hall Farm near Barnsley, South Yorkshire, 
revealing how it stays afloat as a business, and the 
measures the farmers take to bring over a thousand 
lambs into the world. Plus, Gloria Hunniford recalls 
childhood days on her granny’s farm in Northern 
Ireland, and former Emmerdale actor Kelvin 
Fletcher mucks out on a dairy farm. 

TUESDAY 
Cunk on Britain 
BBC2,10pm 

How much you like this series probably depends on 
how comfortable you are with watching experts 
trying to retain their composure while Philomena 


Cunk asks them the sort of questions a five-year- 
old child might offer. But obviously the format 
worked in Charlie Brooker’s Weekly Wipe, so little 
wonder Diane Morgan’s gloriously stupid alter ego 
has been given more screen time to play with. In 
the second episode, her odyssey takes her from 
King Henry the Eighth to Horatio Nelson. Kate 
Williams is the latest guest star. 

WEDNESDAY 
Benidorm 
ITV, 9pm 

Kat is back in EastEnders, which has left many 
soap fans wondering why her on-off husband 
Alfie isn’t with her. Well, one reason could be 
that Shane Richie is busy living it up the 
sun with another guest stint in 
Benidorm as entertainer Sammy 
Valentine. Sammy is riding high after 
his comeback performance and is 
ready to make his debut at 
Neptune’s, but Monty remains 
unconvinced - until they have a 
meeting with a super fan. However, 

Joyce is still under the impression 
that they are going to be graced 
with the presence of a TV 
superstar. Meanwhile, Noreen 


senses the arrival of her twin sister Doreen, and 
Rob dashes to the airport in a bid to win back Cyd, 
leaving Billy and Eddie worried for his safety. 

THURSDAY 

Living with the Brainy Bunch 
BBC2, 8pm 

Does parental influence affects 
students’ academic ability? Experts 
certainly believe so, and in this radical 
experiment, struggling Year 11 pupils 
Hollie and Jack from Chessington 
Community College in south-west 
London move into the homes of two 
high-achieving counterparts. Hollie’s 
new housemate is Holly H, 
who has a clutch of A*s 
in her sights and 
wants to become a 
lawyer. Meanwhile, 
Jack is teamed with 
Tharush who has 
only just moved to 
the UK from Italy but 
is already excelling 
at school. Initially, 
Hollie and Jack 
struggle with the 


early bedtimes, tough homework schedules and 
curfews. But will this revolutionary change in family 
life bring about a upturn in their grades and 
ultimately lead them down a different path in life? 

FRIDAY 

MasterChef: The Final 
BBC1, 8.30pm 

After an arduous seven-week journey, the search 
for the country’s best amateur cook reaches its 
climax, with the remaining three participants having 
to push themselves to the limit for one last time 
before judges John Torode and Gregg Wallace 
crown the winner. This is their final chance to pull 
out all the stops, show everything they’ve learned 
through the process, and in three hours 
demonstrate the kind of cook they have become. 
They must push their culinary boundaries and 
produce the best three dishes of their lives in their 
quest to become the 14th MasterChef champion. 
Last in the series. 

The City & the City 
BBC2, 9pm 

Borlu believes extreme right nationalist group leader 
Major Syedr knows more about Mahalia’s death 
than he’s prepared to reveal. Thriller, starring David 
Morrissey. 



TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! YOU’VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The Electronic roller-door is possibly the most popular garage door by a mile. There are 
obvious reasons why; space saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list 
goes on... Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, We are possibly the best in 
the UK - by a mile!! We are one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with 
us you will save yourselves ££££s 
for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY 


INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 



PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 


Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 
Top quality electric operated rolling 
garage door 

Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

Totally maintenance free 

So neat & compacted & space saving, giving 

you extra width & extra height 

White as standard, other colours available 

Roller garage doors, absolute top quality 

garage door, for lower than 

UK high street DIY retailer 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 


CALL NOW 01376 571778 

www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.com 


★STAR CLUTCHES LTD &* 
*' REPAIR CENTRE 

©QUMBCDSS PQ(DGD QUQXDBB 
QflMMEIE SB/MMSS 

• MECHANICAL REPAIRS • GEARBOXES 

• MOT • BRAKES 

• CLUTCHES • WELDING 

• GENERAL SERVICING • DIAGNOSTICS 

163 Great Bridge Street B70 ODJ _ 

0121 572 1253 ^ 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


Sandwell Valley Park 

West Bromwich B71 4BG 

Saturday 14 th April 

10am - 4pm 
Free entry 


to country park & plant fair 

(P&D parking) 


www.planthuntersfairs.co.uk 


Up To Scratch Nails 
8c Beauty 

• Facials • Massage 
• Hot Stone • Waxing 
• Ear Piercing • Nail 
Extensions • Manicures 
Pedicures • IBD Gel Polish 
Eye treatments • Spray Tans 

Call now to book 07557738006 
Email:uptoscra1+chbeauty@hotmail.conn 
7 Union St, Tipton, Dy4 8QL 



BRAMWELL WILLIAMS / ’ 

SOLICITORS adcocks 

Wills & Estates 
Commercial 
Leasehold Reform 


Providing legal services 
in West Bromwich 


for over 100 years 


Property 


Legal services available locally 

Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. One suffering from 
this finds it difficult 
to go on (5-6) 

9. Contemporary gift 
(7) 

10. Conductor is 
caricatured, we 
hear (5) 

11. They sound like 
justifiable claims for 
observances (5) 

12. Not in the mail for 
remote station (7) 

13. Fray a piece of 
ribbon, by the 
sound of it (6) 

15. Girls upset by 
eastern fish (6) 

18. Passable method 
golfers should keep 
to (7) 

20. Rude mechanical 
instrument (5) 

22. They spray water 
on the ramblers (5) 

23. Show too much 
enthusiasm in 
taking part (7) 

24. They’re 
indispensable when 
Scene 1 is set 
differently (11) 


Down 

2. To give patient 
attention is an 
unusual pleasure (5) 

3. Had a shot at the 
visitor, one hears! 

(7) 

4. Get to the bottom 
of a nautical 
measure (6) 

5. Piece of metal to go 
in tin alloy (5) 

6. Lock lubricator (4-3) 

7. Austere menu 
provided at 
Thermopylae? (7,4) 

8. By which bills 
are paid for the 
colonies (11) 

14. Produce a 

publication again 
about children (7) 

16. Take some thought 
to provide a mirror 
image (7) 

17. They support 
current means of 
power (6) 

19. As wet as scrap 
material (5) 

21. A custom among 
industrious agents 
(5) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Conceited (11) 

2. Edge (5) 

9. Inconsistent (7) 

3. Withdraw (7) 

10. Devil (5) 

4. Overlook (6) 

11. Subject (5) 

5. Poke (5) 

12. Thin (7) 

6. Wandering (7) 

13. Fools (6) 

7. Confining (11) 

15. Put (6) 

8. Disbelief (11) 

18. Crossbeam (7) 

14. Persian (7) 

20. Horrify (5) 

16. Unauthorised disclosure (7) 

22. Singer (5) 

17. Reparation (6) 

23. Closest (7) 

19. Riddle (5) 

24. Diversify (11) 

21. Squeeze (5) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Evidence; 5 Acid; 9 Alas; 

10 Spurious; 11 Curie; 12 Tripper; 13 General 
stores; 18 Absolved; 19 Scab; 20 Dormant; 

21 Crate; 22 Dame; 23 Presence. 

Down: 2 Vulture; 3 Dislike; 4 Capital letter; 

6 Cropper; 7 Deserts; 8 Artist; 13 Guarded; 

14 Nostrum; 15 Reload; 16 Observe; 17 Elastic. 
OUICK - Across: 1 Twilight; 5 Vend; 9 Area; 

10 Handicap; 11 Silly; 12 Operate; 13 Death 
sentence; 18 Monarchy; 19 Pail; 20 Relieve; 

21 Debar; 22 Turf; 23 Assisted. Down: 2 Warlike; 
3 Leaflet; 4 Head over heels; 6 Enchain; 

7 Deplete; 8 Advent; 13 Demerit; 14 Annular; 

15 Harken; 16 Express; 17 Climate. 


Quiz 


Niner 


What type of tree is the tamarack? 

Whose autobiography is called The Tale of 
My Life? 

On which day does Martinmas fall? 

At what age, according to the Old 
Testament, did Moses die? 

Which ocean contains the Norwegian Sea? 


Which millionairess tennis player was 
charged with drug possession in 1994? 
What is the capital of Tonga? 

Of what nationality is the novelist Nadine 
Gordimer? 

Which religious victims are named from the 
Greek for ‘witness’? 

In which country was dramatist Eugene 
Ionesco born? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Rubens; 2 Gary Player; 3 Long Island; 
4 Stephen Hawking; 5 Istanbul; 6 The lungs; 

7 Bel Mooney; 8 New Zealand; 9 Bryan 
Robson; 10 A monkey. 

Niner: PARSIMONY 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

7218542 gives a mythological creature, 

5612 gives a mythological character, 

3416923 gives a mythological weapon. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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Alchemist just lacked that bit of magic 


BIRMINGHAM-BORN chef Glynn Purnell 
probably spoke for lots of independent 
restaurateurs recently when he bemoaned 
the takeover of the Second City. 

Glynn had a bee in his bonnet about chains- 
that-don’t-look-like-chains, saying a new wave of 
reasonably-sophisticated restaurants that appeared to 
be local were crowding out independent businesses. 

While every town seems to have a Zizzi, Prezzo, Ask 
and Pizza Express, not all have a Gusto, Alchemist or 
Gaucho. In Birmingham, all three are within walking 
distance and look as though they’re an intrinsic part of 
the city’s Colmore Row dining zone. 


COMFORT 

Glynn was fed up that discerning customers might 
be led there rather than, for instance, his own bistro, 
which is just around the corner. He makes a valid point. 
With few exceptions, these days you have to head into 
Birmingham’s suburbs for independent dining. While 
Gusto offers a classic and contemporary Italian- 
influenced menu and Gaucho focuses on great steaks 
and food from Argentina, The Alchemist is all about 
cool cocktails, all-day dining and global comfort food. 

It has a wide range of burgers, wraps and fillet 
steak or fish finger sandwiches. There are starters that 
originate from the Far East, Mexico and the Med while 
mains are dominated by such staples as steak, sea 
bass, tuna, lamb and chicken in various guises. 

It’s in the city’s former Grand Hotel, one of 
Birmingham’s most famous buildings. 

It’s a round-the-clock joint, where in the morning you 
can feast on a £10 full English or something not quite so 
fattening, like a coconut yoghurt with granola. 

There are plenty of nibbles and sharing plates, from 
£2.50 to £6, including pork bon bons, crispy kale, 



The Japanese-style katsu 
curry was a hit 


Wine and dine-The 
Alchemist in Colmore Rowi 


olives and more. Starters are nachos, chicken wings, 
California rolls, ribs, fish cakes and spring rolls. My 
friend and I called in for a midweek supper, booking an 
early table for two. By six o’clock, it was two-thirds full. 

We started with an order-and-share selection of 
nibbles, including mac'n’cheese bites with chipotle 
mayo, pork bon bons with chipotle mayo and edamame 
beans with soy and sea salt. The edamame were a little 
too greasy, in truth, having been fried before arriving. 
The mac’n’cheese bites were brilliant.The bon bons 
equally good. Savoury, flavour-packed pork was rolled 


into small balls then coated in a golden breadcrumb, 
ready for dipping into the creamy mayo. 

We decided it would be rude not to tuck into a decent 
burger, given the choice before us. And so she ate a 
nicely-seasoned beef patty with cheese and bacon. 
Pleasant: yes. Memorable: not really. 

I opted for the katsu chicken, but ended up wishing 
I’d decided on the jerk chicken with dumplings, rice 
and peas. The katsu was reasonable. The panko 
breadcrumb was delicious and the garnish of crispy 
kale and perfectly-cooked and nicely-fragrant rice was 


a delight. The katsu was also decent, allowing me to 
dip and eat as I made my way through the plate. But the 
chicken was overcooked. 

We stuck around for dessert, tucking into a baked 
lemon cheesecake with a lemoncello glaze and 
unseasonal strawberries. 

The bill was £60, which felt about right, or was 
perhaps a little on the high side. The environment and 
staff were high class but the food wasn’t at the standard 
of some of its neighbours. 

ANDY RICHARDSON 


StarTRTravel 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 



Celebrate VE Day 

with Vera Lynn Tribute 

Departing Friday 4 May 

From Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at the Warner Corton Coastal 
Village, Lowestoft 

✓ Friday evening musical entertainment by The 
Mersey Legends 

✓ Vera Lynn tribute show on Saturday evening 

✓ Excursion to Norwich 


Chelsea Flower Show 

Departing Friday 25 May 

From Brownhills, Cannock, Walsall & Wol¬ 
verhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, outer London 
area 

✓ Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show on 
Saturday, with coach transfer 


3 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 149 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 199 





Diana 

Her Fashion Story 

Departing Saturday 14 Jul 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star outer London 
hotel with dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Sunday admission ticket to Kensington Palace 
and gardens, including entrance to the 'Diana: 
Her Fashion Story’ exhibition 

✓ Free time in central London 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 139 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 


L — III dbbUQ 

Qmqbi, 



Edinburgh Tattoo 

Departing Saturday 11 Aug 

From Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at the Bruce Hotel, East Kilbride 

✓ Ticket to the 2018 Royal Edinburgh Military 
Tattoo 

✓ Free time in Edinburgh 


3 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 220 


Coach package holidays are subject to Omega Holidays terms and conditions and are protected by a bond held with ABTA (No.V4782). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


03300 130 051 


Quote 033 numbers are free within Or Visit US 

_____ inclusive minutes packages 

OMRT otherwise standard rates apply. Online at 


omegabreaks.com/RT ® 
















































PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Well-presented 
three-bedroom 
home is spacious 

Skitts Estate Agents are proud to offer this 
exceptional three-bed detached family home in 
Keyworth Close, Tipton, on sale for £224,950. 

The property is located on the very popular 
Standeridge Park estate occupying a choice corner 
plot position on this cul-de-sac close. 

A spokesperson for Skitts Estate Agents said: “No 
stone has been left un-turned by the current home 
owners in achieving this high standard of finish with 
features such as Karndean flooring, cream high gloss 
fully fitted kitchen and bespoke built-in wardrobes 
just to name a few.” 

This spacious residence briefly comprises a lounge, 
dining room, fully fitted kitchen, downstairs WC, three 
bedrooms, en-suite off the master bedroom, family 
bathroom, block paved driveway providing parking 
for several cars, garage/utility room and rear garden. 

The kitchen is recently fitted with a good range of 
cream high gloss wall-mounted and base units and 
integrated appliances, while the lounge has a feature 
fireplace with a gas fire. 

Upstairs, bedroom one is front facing and has a 
built-in wardrobe and door into the en-suite which 
has a shower cubicle, wash hand basin and low level 
WC. There are two further bedrooms and a family 
bathroom. 

Outside, there is a well-maintained rear garden 
with patio area, grass lawn and an array of different 
shrubs. 


TIPTON £224,950 



The property is within a short distance of St Martins 
Church of England Primary School. Tipton Leisure 
Centre is also only a short walk away, as are local 
amenities. 

The residence has transport links to A41, A4123, 

M6 and M5 which are all within a short drive from the 
property. Public travel links such as bus routes and 
Tipton or Dudley Port train stations are all located 
within a one-mile radius. 

Skitts Estate Agents began in 1979 as a partnership 
and has proudly remained so since. A spokesman 
said: “This means the people who own the 
company, run the company on a daily basis and are 
responsible for all aspects of its growth, success and 
professionalism.” 


KEY FEATURES 

Three-bed detached family home 
Popular cul-de-sac 
Good transport links 
Block paved driveway 
Fully fitted kitchen 




YOU DESERVE MORE 


■ Performances' ^EYOUR 


Buy sell !r 


r Hfa rionei 


loveyourpostcode.com 01922 215 116 0800 862 0870 
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SKITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 


Property Auctions 
0% Commission to sell 


4 ^ 


uvoluerhampton@skitts.net 01902 788188 wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324 sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 
miillenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 miednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 bloxmiich@skitts.net 01922 478104 



Collins Road, Wednesbury 

Collins Road 


Starting Bid: 

Viewings: 

Sold: 


£95,000 


£115,000 


Castle Road, Tipton 

£135,000 
5 

£152,000 


Starting Bid: 

Viewings: 

Sold: 


Available 


Realistic 
timescales 
to sell & move 


Online 24/7 


Greater marketing 
exposure generates 
more interest 


G 

No estate agency Selling for no less Realistic Greater marketing Achieving maximum Our specialist Auctior 

fees to pay to list than an undisclosed timescales exposure generates value through Department assists y< 

your property reserve price to sell & move more interest competitive bidding from start to sold 

lust some of our modern auction perks! 

Times have changed and so has auction! It's often the preferred route to 
selling quickly, with no estate agency fees and the peace of mind of a 
secure, easier process. 

Ask about our quick sale service Tel: Wednesbury 0121-505-1818 E: auction@skitts.net 

Gt Bridge 0121-520-2255 


Achieving maximum 
value through 
competitive bidding 


Our specialist Auction 
Department assists you 
from start to sold 


Broadwaters Road, Darlaston Wednesbury 


Broad waters Road 


Starting Bid: 

Viewings: 

Sold: 


£77,500 

8 

£85,000 


Richard Williams Road, Wednesbury 


Richard Williams Road 


Starting Bid: 

Viewings: 

Sold: 


£70,000 

14 

£78,000 




Calthorpe Road, Walsall 

Calthorpe Road 


Starting Bid: 

Viewings: 

Sold: 


£300,000 

39 

£374,000 





























3 BEDROOM HOME WITH A UNIQUE 


BohuA/ Room, 

FOR YOU TO MAKE YOUR OWN 

Discover the extraordinary difference in our 3 bedroom 
Redwood home, that comes with an additional bonus room. 

Experience our unrivalled specification and imagine the 
lifestyle you can have when you join the Kier way of living. 
Reserve yours now and get carpets included* 


2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes from £134,995 
Help to Buy also available** 

WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


THE LAURELS 

off Ocker Hill Road, Tipton DY4 OUW 




SCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 
VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
TELEPHONE: 07548 710763 
EMAIL: thelaurelssales@kier.co.uk 




[Skier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 


CGI of the 3 bedroom Redwood at The Laurels. Elevations and finishes may vary. ‘Available on selected plots, subject to terms and conditions. “Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. 



TOM GILES & Co 


E: general@tomgiles.net www.tomgiles.net 
Oldbury T: 0121 552 6171 



OLDBURY 

TITFORDROAD £142.5C 

I We are pleased to offer this semi-detached house in 
need of some improvement but being situated in a 
popular and convenient location. Central heating and 
I double glazing (where specified) Garage and parking. 

J Rear garden. EPC Rating D. NO UPWARD CHAIN 




OLDBURY 
BURY HILL ROAD 


£109,950 


Mid terraced house offering good sized accommodation 
and situated in a convenient and popular location. Low 
maintenance garden at rear with outside toilet and store 
in lean to verandah. Double glazing and central heating 
(where specified) EPC Rating D. 




OLDBURY 
JACKSON STREET 


£60,000 


The opportunity to acquire a mid terraced house in 
need of complete refurbishment but being situated in a 
popular and convenient residential location. Garden at 
rear. EPC Rating E - CASH OFFERS ONLY 





OLDBURY 
MOAT ROAD 


£385,000 


EARLY INSPECTION RECOMMENDED TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT. Modernised and improved spacious 
semi-detached house. Double glazing, gas central 
heating, gardens front and rear, detached double garage 
and secure parking to rear. EPC Rating E 



I OLDBURY 
TOWER ROAD 


£349,950 


I A spacious extended detached residence offering good 
sized family accommodation situated in a popular and 
convenient location. Ensuite shower to master bedroom, 
I family bathroom and seperate toilet. Garage, off-road 
ij parking and established rear garden. EPC Rating C. 



H SUTTON COLDFIELD 
CHESTER GARDENS 


£268,750 


I An opportunity to acquire an end-town house situated 
within a highly sought after location within a modern 
housing development. Central heating, double glazing, 
I garage, off-road parking, burglar alarm, front and rear 
li gardens. EPC Rating D. 



a 


ROWLEY REGIS 
OUEENS DRIVE 


£209,950 


We are pleased to offer this detached family residence, 
conservatory, central heating, double glazing, garage, 
parking and private established garden to rear. NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating E. 



WEST BROMWICH 
HOLLYHEDGE ROAD 


£15,000 


Lucrative Hair Dressing Salon Business including good will fixtures 
& fittings plus stock at valuation comprising of salon area, stores, 
W.C. and kitchen are with access to rear of premises and garage. 
EPC Rating F. SALE OF BUSINESS DUE TO RETIREMENT 




OLDBURY 
PARKFIELD ROAD 


£800 pcm 


An exceptionally well-presented traditional semi¬ 
detached property with loft conversion offering excellent 
family accommodation for long-term rental. Double 
glazing, central heating, off-road parking, fully enclosed 
rear garden. Deposit £1,200. EPC Rating D 


Contact us for a 


FREE VALUATION 


T: 0121 552 6171 


team 













































Forthcoming Cottons 
Auction 


CNARTIUO f U II V • Y O It % 



oM£ 

■(f' 





Thursday 24th May 2018 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Selling 
. by Auction? 

Call for your 

No Obligation 

\ Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 



Auctioneers 

of Residential and 

- w ' HLL— 

Commercial Property, 

: 

Land and Development 

*: V 

Opportunities • 

jjf z- ^ ^ 




Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


PROPERTY 



Modern home in a popular cul-de-sac location 


Skitts Estate Agents are delighted 
to present this modern two- 
bedroomed semi-detached house 
in Anita Avenue, Tipton, for sale at 
£127,000. 

Situated on the popular Tividale 
Quays development, the property is 
located on a lovely cul-de-sac and 
is just a short walk away from local 
schools, amenities and travel links. 

The accommodation briefly 


TIPTON 

£ 127,000 


comprises of lounge, kitchen/diner, 
two bedrooms, bathroom, off-street 
parking space and rear garden. 

Skitts Estate Agents began in 1979 
as a partnership. The people who 
own the company run the company 
on a daily basis and are responsible 


for all aspects of its growth, success 
and professionalism. 

Currently, the four Partners 
oversee eight branches and 30 staff 
across the West Midlands region 
and as such, are one of the largest 
independent sales and letting 
agencies in the area. 

For further details or to arrange 
that all-important viewing call Skitts 
on 0121 520 2255. 



AUCTIONS 


BIGWOOD 


SELL YOUR PROPERTY 
UNDER THE HAMMER 


with the West Midlands’ most 
successful auction network* 


N/ 


Entries now invited for our next auction on 

Wednesday 9th May at Aston Villa FC 


<£> 


CALL US TODAY ON 

0121 233 5046 


www.sdlauctions.co.uk 
























J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable sen/ice 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 


your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
.. ANY LIKE FOR LIKE „ 
QUOTATION BEATEN 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 
Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Sandwell Based 
0121 441 2891 
Mobile: 07853 253176 


HUNe BUILD* 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 
‘Fascia and Sols‘Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752506695 I 01215567203 


Carpentry 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£450 

complete with handles 


External UPVC and composite doors 
also available 

Opening 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Hours 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX loam-' 5 p m 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 10am - 2pm 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 







SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. I~i — I Choose at Home Service 


Help move heavy furniture, up lift 
plus take away old carpets 
plus Shave Doors 


Double Divan Bed 
Free Headboard 
2 Free Drawers 
Was £699 NOW £399 


m 


We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your door 


E _ 

UPTO SQM, 



3 Seater Sofa Divan Beds and 
only Mattresses 

£399 from on| y 
£72 


Carpets 

from 

£3.50sq yd 


PLUS FREE FITTING 

(on selected carpets T & C’s Apply) 


Check out our video and 5 star reviews on 1 
We cover all areas WWW.ablecarpetS.CO.Uk 


0121 588 7116 

West Brom, Walsall 
Wednesbury 


0121 630 3633 

Tipton, Oldbury 
Smethwick 


01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley, W’ton 


Driveways 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 

www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 



Decorating 


Lawley & Son 

DRIVEWAYS 



Cc our one 

Interior & exterior pai nting 
and decorating ^^4 * 

• Special rates for OAPs T 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured J 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 



M J DECORATING 

PROPERTY SERVICES 

Interior and Exterior Decorating 
Plastering • Carpentry Work 
S Fully Qualified S Insured S Est 20 yrs 

Telephone: 0121 531 7129 
Mobile: 07522 298327 


No maintenance 
Non-sinking • Block paving 
and Tarmac 
Digger Grab Hire 

Various patterns and colours available 
Re-sealing service available 

Free Quotes 
Tel: 0121 574 0596 
Mobile: 07967 657539 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 



Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered Company EPP31221 


Tike Handy 
Mid Qek 
T(?IT Man 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 
No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804124 730 



\_ 

Fencing 

\ 



Other services: Shed bases, slabbing and garden clearances, 
removal ol trees, privet, old sheds and garages 


__ ALL AREAS C0VER__ _ 

For a Free quote call 

0121 532 2263 Or 07951 536929 


Garage Doors 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

Paths Bu il d i ng work und e rtak e n 

• Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional Quality work at 

competitive prices 
All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 or 07376 612163 



LM S 
GARAGE 


All types of doors 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 

For a free survey and 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707 


Gardening 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality J 
local service call: muK: 

0121 3690311 ^ 
07939 503905 ■ 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 
Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 


T.L.S. Creative Gardening 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 
• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 
• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121-601-8034 
07833-312-126 
07906-867776 

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk 
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Gardening 


Plumbing & Heating 

v_ 


Rubbish Removal 


Skip Hire 


Kj 


ROWAN 


TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 

• Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK 
01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, FJTR 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) “■ Ljsgj 
All staff C.R.B. Certified fed QEu 


KEIM 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


Property Maintenance 



TURF-SUPPUED & LAID 

• Fencing 

• Turfing ALL AREAS 

• Slabbing COVEREO 

• Ornamental Gravel NO Job TOO Small 

• Driveways/Patios FREE 

Cleaned ESTIMATES 


Tel: 0121 
531 6295 
or 

07866 

623841 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering * 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies ■** 

★ Bunding work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 5565294 Mobile: 07817 727261 





CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www.hol1ornamentalironmrk.co.uk 





Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 




Tom Corbett Roofing Services 

Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip S. Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

^ Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes ^ j 

• All Building Work Undertaken J ** 1 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


ELIiTE‘PLASt1cS 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 /07985 575865 

www. elite plasticsupvc.co.uk 



A.J.B. Waste Management 


Try us for a FREE no obligation quotation 

FOR A CHEAP RUBBISH REMOVAL 6 DAYS 

Small Jobs NOT A PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free quotation 

GARDEN, HOUSEHOLD, SHED, GARAGE, 

WHITE GOODS, HOUSE CLEARANCES FURNITURE. 

You can also bring your own waste 
to our fully licensed transfer station 

CALL TODAY AND LETS TALK RUBBISH 


Tel 0121520 7731 “ 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH 


MP SCiBS & GEMS HEE 




m 

3: 

isas 



All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


A CHEAP RUBBISH IW 

REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM A - - 

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 


L _ _ 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 


v_ 

Skip Hire 




(■ph 


OUSEHOLD- 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

. All installations and repairs km 
IC Supply and fit or fit only ^ 1994 ^ 


RUSSELL SKIPS 


MINI/MI9I 
SKIPS 


(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 A 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk-^ 


r 


Plumbing & Heating 


ESb Eteedtag S PttnnCfligi 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECI AL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 

NATURAL & LPG G AS 

Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


























































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 


• Est. 1907 
» 24 hour service 


G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 


44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 


Dignity' 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Lost & Found 



LOST OLLIE 

One year old male, white coat 
with grey tips and orange 
eyes. Missing from Plant 
Street B64. Friendly and 
playful. Please check sheds 
and garages. 

Any info 07931 781737 


Family 


Ml 



MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Freerider Kensington large 
8mph scooter, 20 mile range, 
suspension, lights, pneumatic 
tyres, excellent. Free Delivery 
& Warranty included 
£795 

07718 089131 


STERLING S425 8mph scooter, 
showroom condition, any trial, was 
£1200, now only £800 ovno. 

Please call 01543 505863. 


Leisure 

Time 


wjIM 


CARAVAN for sale, North Wales, 
must go, fees paid till 2019. Quick 
sale, mint condition. 07590124226. 


Caravan For Sale 

on Barmouth Bay 
Holiday Park 


Reluctant Sale 

2 Beds £25,995 

Inc 2018 site fees 


01341 247350 


Holiday Home for 
Sale-2014 


Willerby Vacation 2 bed, 6 
berth pre-loved £16,995 
On a Superb family friendly 
5 star park with outstanding 
facilities Nr Welshpool. 


www.gwernyddhall.co.uk 
Call Steve or Rob 
01686 650236. 


SWIFT CORNICHE 2001 

With Motormover, full awning, 
solar panel and much more. 
Ready to go. 

£2,900 o.n.o. 

01922 638667. 


holidays 


BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 




Yorkshire 


YORKSHIRE DALES 

Meadow Holidays 

Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale 

“Weeks from £209 per couple 
“Weekends just £99 per couple 

Families Welcome 

Walk in scenic countryside by waterfalls or 
visit historic market towns with friendly Inns 

Brochure (24hrs) 01969 624145 


JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday, April 7. 

at 12 noon. 

St. Peter's Church Hall, 
Whitehall Road, 
West Bromwich. 

Admission 20p. 


CORNETS BARITONE 
EUPHONIUM BASS 
PERCUSSION 


REQUIRED 

For brass band in Walsall. 
Contact 

walsallbrassbandti 


virginmedia.com 
Telephone 07954158858. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 


Free 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



Antique Fairs 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
VINTAGE FAIR 

CALFHEATH HALL, CALFHEATH 
CANNOCK, WV10 7DW 

SUNDAY APRIL 8TH 

9 AM-3 PM 

★ 07783 680 627 ★ 


Table Top Sale 


HILL TOP METHODIST 
CHURCH 

New Street, Hill Top 
West Bromwich 
B70 OHW 

TABLE TOP SALE 

Saturday, April 14. 

9am to 1pm 
£5 per table 
To book ring Ann 
0121 556 4726 or 
07896163130. 


Home & 
Services 


FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 



A MUST CLEAR FOR NEW STOCK 

AUTOS FROM £89, COOKERS, FIRES, 
FRIDGE FREEZERS, ALL DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES AT SALE PRICE! 

- Past & Present - 

24 - 26 church street, Bilston 
(opposite town hall). 

01902 403770 



6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (incvat) 
WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 


HARDWOOD OVAL PATIO Table, 6 
chairs (2 carvers) plus cushions, 
parasol, stand, 3 gas burner barbe¬ 
cue £150 the lot. 01543 378675. 




Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 


01922 712184 


SHEDS NOW 

Quality Garden Buildings 
Made to Measure at Competi¬ 
tive prices 


Sheds * Summerhouses * 
Planters * Arbours and more.. 

Now at Swan Pit, Gnosall, 
Stafford ST20 OEE 

www.shedsnow.co.uk 

0800 698 0093 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Advertisements(Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 


ASH RECLAMAHON 

All reclaimed 
building materials 


UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


✓ A GENUINE ✓ 
LADY BUYER 

PAYS TOP CASH ON ANY 
TYPE OF GOLD 


Any type of gold wanted, e.g 9 carat 
gold. Jewellery from £300+ per oz. Any 
amount collected. Gold coins, silver, 
medals, bank notes, oriental items, 
anytging old, interesting or collectable 


Call Pauline on 
y 01922 495066 y 
V or 07971 783206 ^ 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 




Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"IUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 




“TV Link are really 
pleased with their 
response from their 
Classified Campaign” 

Bill-TV Link 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 

msmmommmsd 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"IUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from 
my Classified 
Advertising Contract” 
Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 


01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Bathrooms 


BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 


COMPLETE BATHROOMS Bath¬ 
room design and fitting, floorinc 
tiling and more, call 07497- s 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Building Services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

All Building & Roofing Work 
Driveways, Landscaping 
Over 40 year exp | All work guaranteed 

Free Quotes: 07837 994465 
01902 579 592 


Building Supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


V_ 


Carpet Fitters 


> suppl 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


Driveways & Patios 


DRIVEWAYS 


The Block Paving Specialists. 
Patios, Driveways, Pathways, 
Landscaping & more. 


We will beat any likeforjike 
written-quote 


01785 609076 


(pSiDaBQMIsali) 


Fencing 




poRTwny 

FENCWQ 


SPECIAL OFFER 

7 0 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £.795 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
. -4.30p - 


Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"IUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 





“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and would 
recommend them to anyone! They 
have done a very professional job 
with my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 


Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Garage 

Conversions 


ALL GARAGE CONVERSIONS 
CATERED FOR OAP discounts, 
Free quotes call 07522 643706 


Gardening Services 


H. COOPER & SON Landscaping / 
garden maintenance. No jc 


small, Free Quotes: 07904 929632. 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 

All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
f pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 

01922898 710 / 07973177 976 | 

\ 

Gas Fitting 

v_ 

GAS ^ 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 

Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 

Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 

READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

\ 

Gates 

v_ 

ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 

'N 

Handyman Services 

v_ 

HANDY MAN - All trades, washing 
machines, outside taps, showers, 
plumbing, heating, decorating & 
more. Free quotes: 07497 826697. 

YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 

LOCK & CARPENTRY plumbing, 
plastering, small job specialist. Call 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864. 

\ 

House Clearances 

V_ 

A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


35 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 


rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 


Kitchen Fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


Lock Services 


LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 


Plans Prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


Plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 


full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 


MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01543 327130 or 07519 694516. 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


Plumbing & Heating 


A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 


_kllga: 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 


ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too large. All work 
guaranteed. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 


Kelron Jones Plumbing & Heating 

Full heating systems £2200 
Boiler Changes £1100 
Longer warranty available upon request, 
fires and surrounds also available. 

For Free Quotes Call: 
01902 403823 07811 855231 


PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


Rubbish Removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 


i'JPf 

ClassifiedAds 


Oven Cleaning 


Express & Star 


OVEN CLEANERS! 





Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 
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36 ClassffiedAds 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Painters/Decorators 



Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 


Removals 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OS DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


V 

Roofing 




MASONS ROOFWORKS 

A SMALL COMPANY WHO 
DO NOT USE CONTRACTORS. 
GUTTERS CLEANED OUT 
FROM £60 

Ridge Tiles Re-bedded/pointed 
New and Flat Roofs. 
Gutters and Fascias 
All aspects of Roofing undertaken. 
Free quotes. 

All Work Guaranteed. 

01922 278012 
0800 689 0932 


MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989 / 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 


Skip Hire 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


AAA SKIP HIRE all sizes available, 
competitive prices : 01922 711411 
(option 2) or 07592 940556. 


GOLDSHILL SKIP & 
SELF DELIVERIES 

BRING YOUR WASTE TO US 

(any size vehicle) 

General, green, wood (can work out 
cheaper than a skip) 

OR 

HIRE A SKIP FROM US - 

Phone for prices 

0121 557 3346 

82 Pikehelve Street, 

West Bromwich, B70 OTU 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


Upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 






Pets & 
Animals 


kaaBEBi 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISfews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


Business & 
Farming 


business 

directory 


Commercial 

Premises 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 




Property 


immmi 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Properties Wanted 



Of purchase price 

tEMERY 4 >TiIME-i| 


Your House 



You agree the price, we buy the house... 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 
FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 


01384500500 

www.black-countryhomes.co.uk * subject to terms 

D 0 • Free Solicitors • No Fees • Anv House • Anv Condition UUUbc II 


We can i 


Yes/itfn 

HOMEBUYERS 


We will buy your house fast! 

Free Vdua+ion? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any Loc.a+ion? Yes/ 

No Fees? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FREE, 6UAKANTEED, instant o£Per today! 


Call 0121 663 1797 

—^ or text "Cash" to 66777 

yeshomebuyers.eom 



NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 

l^flidlSirLandlord Accreditation Scheme 


J9accommodation.com 


NO DEPOSIT, NO PROBLEM - 
MOVE IN TODAY, Secure, modern 
Studio & 1 Bed Flats, West Brom 
High Street. Low rents DSS 35 + 
welcome. Call 07967 016425 


Jobs 


Qffll 


BRICKLAYER. PLUMBER. TILER. 

Sub contract required. Local work. 
Tel: 01384 230222 


DROP FORGE STAMPERS 

required. Must have experience on 
a Huta Zygmunt type pneumatic 
hammer ranging from 1600B, 
3150B and 6300B. Excellent rates 
of pay. Contact 0121 526 7318 for 
details 


CV 

MATCHING. 

IT’S QUICK, 
EASY AND 
FREE 

Real opportunities for you 


jobs 


.expressandstar.com 



BIRMINGHAM: 5-6 May (also 5-6 Sept.) 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 25-26 July (also 17-18 Nov.) 
STOKE-ON-TRENT: 6-7 August TELFORD: 8-9 August 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 

• Allied Healthcare Career Path 

• Accredited (advanced) qualification 

• No previous experience required 

I For more info. 

| or to book online: WWW.geOpdOLJ.C 


High demand in: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - MOD - Research 


Motoring 


m 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



FIAT 500 DIESEL BY 
DESIGN 
(model not fuel) 

2011, 55,600 miles, Diesel 
green metallic, EW, stop/start, 
AC, Bluetooth, usb, glass roof, 
CD player, CL, MOT, 1 previous 
owner, alloys, tinted rear 
windows, spare wheel, tool kit, 
fsh. 

£4,800 o.n.o 
07918 621300 (no text) 


MUST BE SEEN 


FIAT 500 

Red, 

MoT'd, FSH, 
only 19,000 miles, 
immaculate condition. 

£3,000 

01902 631739. 



HYUNDAI TUCSON CRDT 


2005, 95,000 Miles, electric 
windows, air con, fsh, MoT, 
metallic paint, central locking, 
cruise control, pas, diesel, 
sunroof, CD, personal plate 

£1,995.00 
07976 653388 


BARGAIN 


KIA VENGA ECO DYNAMICS 

2012, 1.4, dark blue, 5-dr, 
1 previous owner. 

Sale due to retired from driving, 
19,000 miles. 

£4 995 

07494990356. 


isssssi 

FORD FIESTA 1250, 2005, 22,000 
miles, one owner, serviced at main 
agents. £1,150. 07881 605581. 



PEUGEOT 307 


2007, 67,000 miles, black, 
electric windows, air bag, 
electric mirrors, air con, long 
MoT, metallic paint, central 
locking, PAS, Alloys, CD 

£1,350 ono 
07812248314 


ECONOMICAL 


VW BEETLE 

51 reg, 

MoT'd. 

Good condition. 

£625 ono. 

Telephone 07864 842076. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


■ iLr, 

CROWN 




Guaranteed best price 
for your unwanted 
cars and vans 

07903 549849 

buyer will call 



BERYL ELIZA COLLINS 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of 33 Horseley Heath Tipton West Midlands 
DY4 7PA, who died on 07/03/2018, are 
required to send particulars thereof in writing 
to the undersigned Solicitors on or before 
15/06/2018, after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 
ADCOCKS SOLICITORS LTD 
27 Lombard Street Lichfield 
Staffordshire WS13 6DP T526749 


Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence 

ABSAIL SHIPPING & FORWARDING 
LTD of 4 CORNHOUSE BUILDINGS, 
CLAYDONS LANE, RAYLEIGH, ESSEX, 
SS6 7UP is applying for a licence to use 
192A WALSALL ROAD, WEDNESBURY, 
WS10 9SS as an operating centre for 
12 goods vehicles and 15 trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, 
Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, 
within 21 days of this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. 
A Guide to Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic Commissioner's 
office. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Bassett Road and School Road, Wednesbury) 
(Temporary Road Closures) Order 2018, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit 
any vehicle from proceeding via the following roads in Wednesbury: Bassett Road 
(Manor Road - the eastern boundary of No.128 Bassett Road) - traffic will be 
diverted via Manor Road, Freeman Road, Friar Park Road and vice-versa. Bassett Road 
(Manor Road - the eastern boundary of No.148 Bassett Road) - traffic will be diverted via 
School Road, Carrington Road, Manor Road and vice-versa. School Road (Bassett Road 
- Carrington Road) - traffic will be diverted via Carrington Road, Manor Road, Bassett 
Road and vice-versa. School Road (Carrington Road - Dorsett Road) - traffic will be 
diverted via Carrington Road, Cobham Road, Dorsett Road and vice-versa. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 13/04/18, effective 
from 09/04/18. Purpose - implementation of traffic calming features by Sandwell MBC. 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Alexandra Road, Tipton) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2018, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from 
proceeding via Alexandra Road, Tipton from its junction with Thursfield Road to its 
junction with Watery Lane. Work on Alexandra Road will be carried out in two phases: 
Thursfield Road - Spring Street (anticipated dates 16/04/18 - 14/05/18); Spring Street 
-Watery Lane (anticipated dates 14/05/18 - 18/06/18).The maximum duration is 
18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 18/06/18, effective from 
16/04/18. A diversion route will be signed for traffic via Owen Street, Park Lane West, 
Sedgley Road East, Dudley Port, Lower Church Lane and vice-versa. Purpose - gas main 
replacement works by Balfour Beatty for Cadent Gas Ltd. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Oakfield Road, Soho Close and Messenger Road, 
Smethwick) (Temporary Road Closures) Order 2018, has made an Order to 
temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding via the following roads in Smethwick: 
it is anticipated that the roads will be closed as follows: 

Oakfield Road (Oakfield Close to Soho Way). Soho Close (north of the access to 
Soho Close off Soho Way to Oakfield Road). Anticipated dates 09/04/18 - 07/05/18 
and 30/07/18 and 10/09/18. Traffic will be diverted via Messenger Road, Baldwin Street, 
Soho Way and via Messenger Road and Windmill Lane and vice-versa. The access only to 
Soho Close off Soho Way will be suspended and two way traffic allowed when Oakfield 
Road (Oakfield Close - Soho Way) and Soho Close are closed. 

Messenger Road (Thomas Street - Oakfield Road). Oakfield Road (Oakfield Close 
to Messenger Road). Anticipated dates 30/07/18 - 10/09/18. Traffic will be diverted 
via Thomas Street, Price Street, Cutler Street, Baldwin Street and Soho Way also via 
Messenger Road, Windmill Lane, Soho Way, Soho Close and Oakfield Road and vice-versa. 
The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating the road closures is 
expected to be completed by 10/09/18 effective from 09/04/18. Purpose - gas main 
renewal scheme by Balfour Beatty for Cadent Gas Ltd. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

The Council are of the opinion that the proposal may affect the setting of a listed building. 
DC/18/61631 Mitchells TheWernley Proposed internal alterations, 

and Butlers 161 Wolverhampton Road external alterations including the 
Oldbury installation of timber pergola to 

B68 OLR side entrance facing Albert Road 

and 2.4m high timber posts for 
festoon lighting around public bar 
entrance. 


This is a major application. 

DC/18/61645 Sandwell George Salter Academy 
Futures Ltd Davey Road 
- Daniel West Bromwich 

Birch B70 9UW 


Proposed two storey teaching 
block consisting of 7 general 
teaching classrooms, 3 food 
technology rooms and a dining hall. 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.45a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.45a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) or via 
the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR JAN BRITTON, Chief Executive 



AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5*. 0121 472 7281. www.manyana 
massageparlour.co.uk 
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LADY 68 YEARS OLD 

Considered attractive. 
Interest are walking, reading 
and meals out. 

Looking for a gentleman of 
similar age. 

So if you're fed up spending 
time alone drop me a line. 
Cannock and surrounding 
areas. 

Genuine replies only please. 

Box Number P21129, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


J4P JC 

LADY, EARLY 50'S 

Young outlook, still knows how 
to enjoy life, seeking similar 
female friends to go out with for 
fun and nice times. 

Box Number P21134, 

Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


PROFESSIONAL WELL 
DRESSED GENTLEMAN 

With young at heart attitude, 
WLTM an attractive well 
dressed female 45-60 years 
for Friendship, possible 
relationship to enjoy lifes 
experiences. 

Box Number P21133, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


SWAP NUMBERS with local singles 
& couples seeking Adult Fun! 
01902 489181 / Txt: 07860 021670 


YOUNG 73 

Gentleman is hoping to meet 
sincere Lady who likes days 
out, dining out and to enjoy 
each others company. 
Must be non smoker and live in 
the Cannock area. 

Box Number P21130, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 
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Combination of contrasting virtues 
that work together very well indeed 

By John Griffiths _ 

I may have been in something of a minority when the 
‘Beast from the East’ hit and I found myself wishing 
for a bit more snow. 

Selfish, maybe, but I was thinking mainly of something 
to give the 4x4 test car sitting on the drive a proper test. 

As it was, the new Land Rover Discovery shrugged off the 
Beast’s best in a ‘nothing to see here’ sort of way. 

But I had no doubts about its abilities, having previously 
driven the same peerless all wheel drive system in the 
smaller Discovery Sport up an Icelandic volcano. In 
winter. 

Its disdain for a British winter is the mark of the 
Discovery. It is supremely competent, equally adept 
at sandy deserts, at frozen wastes, and at motorway 
cruising as it is at country lanes. 

At £55,595 for the high specification HSE test car it isn’t 
anyone’s idea of cheap. 

But it ticks so many boxes. A champion of off-road 
driving, a well equipped and comfortable executive 
express, a big family car capable of carrying seven adults 
or more cargo than many vans, and a workhorse which 
can tow the largest caravans or horseboxes. 



The Discovery is supremely confident, equally adept at sandy deserts at frozen wastes and motorways 


Limit 

For the record its legal limit for the road is 3.500kg for 
a braked trailer - but last autumn a new V6 Discovery 
towed a 110-tonne ‘road train’ through 16 kilometres of 
Australian bush roads. 

In fact it’s all the car you would ever need (unless a 
sporty two-seater is your desire). 

The test car was powered by a 2.0 litre SD4 (four 
cylinder turbo diesel), which doesn’t seem a lot for a 
vehicle weighing over two tonnes. There are also larger 
V6 diesel and petrol options. 

But the SD4 (also used in a number of Jaguars) is 
rather efficient, producing 240bhp and, perhaps more 
importantly, a hefty 500Nm of torque from just 1,500rpm. 

Combined with an eight speed automatic gearbox, it 
means the Discovery pulls strongly from low speeds and 
is particularly smooth (you’re unlikely to feel the changes) 
and quiet, as it’s usually running at below 2,000rpm. 
That’s good for economy, too. 

It will, according to official figures, accelerate from 
a standstill to 62mph in a little over eight seconds but 
you see the best of its performance on the move, with 
rapid downchanges and a rather surprising surge of 
acceleration when you press down with your right foot to 
overtake. 

It’s official fuel average is 43.5mpg but my average was 
just over 33: that may give a rather false impression as 
at least half the test was carried out in conditions where 
speeds were relatively low and the taller gears didn’t 
come into play that much. The C02 rating is 171g/km. 

The range starts at £45,895 for the S model, but in 


this class many buyers will go for the signifantly higher 
specification HSE, like the test car. 

It is in the luxury class, from the comprehensive digital 
instruments and central colour screen controller to the 
deep Windsor leather seats - even the three second row 
seats can be electrically reclined. There’s plenty of elbow 
room too, as the Discovery is one of the widest cars in its 
class. It is certainly big - if you have a memory like mine 
you won’t have any trouble spotting it in a supermarket 
car park. 

Capable 

The third row pair of seats are also power operated, 
folding down into the boot floor when not in use, but 
capable of comfortably accommodating a pair of six-foot 
adults. The boot varies in size from 258 with seven people 
on board to a van-like 2,406 litres with the second and 
third tow folded down. 

An unusual butthougtful feature is the slide out 
‘platform’ in the boot: capable of seating up to three 
under the large, power-operated tailgate, it can be your 
own picnic table or ‘grandstand’ for watching outdoor 
events in comfort. 

The ten-inch colour touchscreen is an intuitive and 
comprehensive control system for a whole range of 
features from seat heaters to audio and the latest 
connectivity wizardry including a wifi hotspot and 
smartphone apps. 

Dual zone climate control, a premium stereo system, 
heated windscreen, electrically heated/folding mirrors, 


heated washer jets and a panoramic sunroof are also 
on the long list of standard features. Safety systems 
are comprehensive, too, from lane assist to traffic sign 
recognition and intelligent speed limiter. 

Land Rover’s AWD system was augmented on the test 
car by the £1,125 extra ‘capability pack’, a sophisticated 
range of features which set up the Discovery for a wide 
range of conditions - snow, mud, rocks and so on - at 
the touch of a button. It also includes the company’s all 
terrain progress control, a sort of off-road cruise control 
which allows the driver to concentrate on steering alone 
while keeping the vehicle at your chosen pace. 

The electronically controlled air suspension comes 
under that system too - for example setting the ride 
height to maximum if you venture off-road - but you 
can also press a button to lower the car to make access 
easier. On the road, the suspension is an improvement 
on its predecessors in terms of comfort, with less roll if 
you’re pushing on through the corners. 

But while the Discovery, even with the smallest engine, 
is quite capable of getting a move on when required 
it doesn’t really fit with the character of the car. It feels 
refined, even stately, in a way which conveys itself to 
the driver, too, as you sit there with commanding views, 
bettered by few. 

There is a relaxing ambience about the Discovery, a air 
of gracefulness which doesn’t naturally partner a vehicle 
as tough and competent in extreme conditions. But it’s a 
combination of contrasting virtues which this Land Rover 
pulls off very well indeed. 



Service to share charging 


points 


Electric vehicle owners are a generous 
bunch, according to research by electric 
charging point database Zap-Map. 

It says almost half of electric vehicle 
owners are willing and able to share their 
home charging point with other drivers 
- leading the firm to create a network 
of available chargers at homes and 
workplaces across the country. 

Named Zap-Home and Zap-Work, the 
peer-to-peer charging networks allow 
domestic and business charge point 
owners to earn money by sharing their unit 
while it’s not in use. 

This could bring benefits not only 
to those with charging points already 
installed but could also provide an option 
to those not blessed with off-street parking 
or a workplace charger. 

Owners can choose if their charge point 
is listed and may set a fee to cover the cost 
of the electricity. The owner is contacted 
directly via the app to arrange when to 
use the charger, and payment is made by 
PayPal. 

Zap-Map says that more than 30 per 
cent of workplaces are also willing to share 
their chargers - those not already on an 
established public charging network. 


Contact details and payment are shared 
in the same way, with Zap-Map pitching 
the service as a way for businesses 
to recover the costs of charge point 
installation faster. 

Ben Lane, chief technical officer at 


Zap-Map, said: “We are delighted to be 
bringing Zap-Home and Zap-Work to the 
UK EV market in response to the growing 
demand for charger sharing services. 

“Of our 60,000 monthly user base, 
we know that around half are willing to 


share their home point with other Zap- 
Map users. Businesses are particularly 
proactive, with five per cent of workplace 
charging points already being shared, 
either for employee use or as part of 
improving customer service.” 


Top used car buys 

Analysis of the used car market by data experts at hpi 
shows that some vehicles are rising in value due to 
strong demand. 

Factors including the efficiency and low running cost of 
smaller city cars, a surge in demand for petrol, hybrids 
and electric vehicles and the continued popularity of 
SUVs has helped some vehicles to increase in value. 

Experts at cap hpi report that this demand helped used 
car values rise by 0.4% in March with average values 
increased by 1.2% since the turn of the year, compared 
to a decline in values of 0.7% last year. The previous 
strongest year was 2014 when values increased by 0.8%. 

A three-year-old Skoda Citigo with 30,000 miles is now 
worth around £700 more than the same model would 
have been worth a year ago. There is a similar picture for 
many other petrol cars of this size, with the Kia Picanto, 
SEAT Mii and Toyota Aygo all standing out. 

The EV sector has shown similar strength with cars such 
as the Peugeot Ion, Renault Zoe, and the Citroen C-Zero 
following a similar pattern, these being both EVs and city 
cars, hence the popularity. 

SUVs now account for almost a third of all new car 
registrations - a considerable increase over the last 
10 years. This increasing demand is replicated in the 
used car market, and values have held up well recently, 
particularly for medium and small-sized SUVs. 

Derren Martin, head of current valuations at cap hpi said: 
“What we are seeing is some cars in particular sectors 
increasing in value over a relatively short period. The scale 
of this is unprecedented as cars are generally regarded as 
a depreciating asset. Some consumers are now starting 
to reap the rewards of picking up a vehicle 12 months ago, 
putting 10k miles on the clock and still seeing the vehicle’s 
value rise very steadily 

“The sectors showing the main areas of appreciating 
values continue to be city cars, superminis and lower 
medium-sized cars. 

“Also, some petrol and hybrid SUV prices in the used 
market have shown real strength in recent months - there 
is strong demand and currently relatively low supply. 
Drivers are beginning to warm to EVs as confidence 
grows in availability and reliability. The increase in 
demand for smaller vehicles that are pushing up values 
is partly as a result of consumers downsizing but also a 
desire for petrol vehicles.” 
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59 FORD M0NDE0ZETEC 2.0 TDCi Met Blue, Alloys, 

PAS, EW, AC. £3499 

09 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4 ACTIVE Met Grey, PAS, EW, 
AC, CD. £2699 

10 RENAULT CLI01.2 MUSIC Silver, 3 door, Alloys, 

PAS, CD, AC . £2799 

60 CHEVROLET SPARK 1.2 White, Full Body Kit, Alloys, 

PAS, CD, AC . £2999 

07 RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC 1.5 Diesel, Met Gold, 
Alloys, PAS, EW, AC. £1999 

08 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.9 Diesel, 7 Seats, Met Grey, 
PAS, AC, EW.£2999 

10 PEUGEOT 207 VERVE 1.4 Silver, 5 door, Alloys, PAS, 
EW, AC. £2999 

55 JAGUAR X TYPE 2.0 Diesel, Met Red, Full Cream 
Leather, Alloys, AC. £1999 

07 RENAULT MEGANE CONVERTIBLE Met Grey, Alloys, 
PAS, EW, CD, AC.£1999 

55 C0RSA1 .2 LIFE Silver, 5 door, 48,000 miles only, 

PAS, EW, CD.£1499 

04 LANDROVER FREELANDER 1.8 Silver. V 2 Black 
Leather, Alloys . £2499 

56 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 1.6 3 door, Met Grey, PAS, 

EW, CD, AC.£2999 

FOR FULL DETAILS AND PHOTOS 
VIEW ALL OUR VEHICLES ON 

www.britanniamotor.co.uk 

Wl 


Powke Lane, Rowley Regis B65 0AH I 


0121 561 55881 

Debit and credit cards accepted I 

CARS WANTED FOR CASH I 
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The Polestar 1 will be a two door 2+2 grand tourer Mission E is the first all-electric four-seat sports car made by Porsche Tesla’s Roadster is claimed to bae a 620-mile range 

The way forward - meet the most 
exciting electric cars of tomorrow 



Aston Martin Rapidee will be the first all-electric car made by the Midlands-based car company 



An all-electric Mini will be arriving in 2019 Honda’s Urban EV will also be arriving in 2019 


By James Parker _ 

The future of the motoring world is electric - 
and nearly all manufacturers are working on 
some very exciting EVs. 

Electrified vehicles won’t just save you money 
on fuel, but they can be quicker than even the 
most powerful cars on sale today. 

Conventionally-powered cars are quickly 
losing favour throughout the world, with the 
reputation of diesel falling day by day. That’s 
not to mention consumers are clambering over 
one another to get in an electric vehicle. 

As a result, there are more electric cars on the 
cards than ever before. 

We’ve taken a look at what’s coming up, and 
picked out 10 of the most interesting set to hit 
the streets. 

HONDA URBAN EV 

Infused with retro design cues, the Honda 
Urban EV concept certainly looks interesting 
enough to convert die-hard petrol fans into 
electric car lovers. 

However, don’t think that this is just some 
show-ready concept which will never see 
the light of day - Honda has confirmed that 
a production version of the Urban EV will be 
available in Europe in 2019. 

NISSAN LEAF 

The bread-and-butter of the electric car world, 
the Nissan Leaf is the world’s best-selling 
electric car. It’s a package of practicality and 
low running costs that has found favour with a 
lot of buyers - and now there’s a new one! 

Capable of travelling 235 miles on a single 
charge, it even boasts a host of semi- 
autonomous assistance systems make it safer 
than ever. It goes on sale in the new year. 

TESLA MODEL 3 

Designed to be more affordable than any 
Tesla currently on sale, the Model 3 is an 
all-electric alternative to the likes of the BMW 
3 Series and Mercedes C-Class. And it’s no 
slouch - Tesla claims that it’ll hit 60mph in 
around five seconds. 

With an estimated range of 220 miles, it’s just 
as useable as any other Tesla on sale today 
-though an optional long-range battery can 
bump this up to 310 miles. Deliveries of the 
Model 3 are expected to commence in Europe 
next year, but the manufacturer has been 
plagued with production problems, so they’ll 
have to solve those first. 

JAGUAR l-PACE 

This latest Jaguar SUV has been going 
through its final testing phases ahead of its full 
reveal next year. The 1-Pace is all-electric, but 


has plenty of performance on its side - Jaguar 
claims it’ll hit 60mph in around four seconds. 

The British manufacturer also says you’ll be 
able to recharge the 1-Pace to 80 per cent in 
just 90 minutes with a high-power connection. 
Though only set to be revealed next year, 
it’s likely that the 1-Pace will be on the streets 
shortly after. 


POLESTAR 1 

Polestar, once the performance arm of 
Volvo, has recently been revealed as a new 
standalone electric performance brand. Its first 
car is this - the Polestar 1. 

A two-door, 2+2 seat grand tourer, it uses a 
hybrid powertrain for the best combination of 
low emissions and performance. Unfortunately, 


it’s going to be a little while until we see this hit 
the roads. The factory where it’s made in China 
isn’t even finished yet. But, it’s a cool looking 
thing, so it’s definitely worth the wait. 

PORSCHE MISSION E 

Unveiled at the Frankfurt Motor Show in 2015, 
the Mission E is the first all-electric four-seat 


sports car ever made by Porsche. It’s a real 
looker, bringing futuristic styling and next-level 
technology to the market. 

Two electric motors combine to produce 
close to 600bhp, allowing it to crack 60mph in 
under 3.5 seconds. Porsche claims it’ll return 
310 miles on a single charge. It’s expected to 
go on sale in 2019. 

TESLA ROADSTER 

It’s unsurprising that there’s two Teslas on this 
list - the company is at the forefront of electric 
car development, after all. 

The Roadster, a progression of the very first 
car the manufacturer produced, has a claimed 
0-60mph time of just 1.9 seconds - making it 
the first car to accelerate to that speed in under 
two seconds. 

It’s also claimed to have a 620-mile range - 
close to double that of conventional electric 
vehicles. You’ve got a little while to wait before 
you see whether these claims can be verified - 
the Roadster isn’t set to arrive until2020. 

HONDA SPORTS EV 

Here’s another retro-styled electric car from 
Honda that took the Tokyo Motor Show by 
storm. It sits on the same platform as the Urban 
EV, making it a compact two-seater alternative. 

One of the best features is its illuminated 
bonnet badge - something rarely used on cars. 
Whether or not this will carry through to the 
production version remains to be seen, though 
that’s not likely to happen until 2020. 

ASTON MARTIN RAPIDEE 

The RapideE will be the first all-electric car 
made by Aston Martin - a huge step forward 
for what is a very combustion-engine proud 
company. 

Set to enter production in 2019, it’s going 
to be limited to just 155 cars, but shows an 
indication of the British manufacturer’s move 
towards electrification. 

The four-door sports car’s conventional 
VI2 engine will be replaced by an all-electric 
powertrain. 

Don’t fear it will lack performance, though. 
Given the crest on the front of the car, expect it 
to still offer a huge amount of thrills. 

MINI ELECTRIC 

The regular Mini has proved to be 
hugely popular, offering involving driving 
characteristics and character in spades. 

Now an all-electric Mini, which uses a lithium 
battery for the best possiblerange, will be 
arriving in 2019. 

Built at the firm’s Oxford plant, the fact it looks 
like a conventional car could prove popular with 
buyers. 


Thursday, April 5, 2018 





















Dominique - wearing the Number 12 shirt with pride 


Team lining up ready to represent their country with Dominique, third left 



Ready to the flag on the Gold Coast 



In action as Dominique gets stuck in 


This is what makes 
hard work worth it 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By James Driver-Fisher 


“We were all texting each other 
but when I saw my name on the list 
I was so happy. It was really special 
when were all given our new Eng¬ 
land kits -1 didn’t want to take it out 
the plastic! 


“IT’S times like this that make all the hard work 
worth it.” The words of Dudley-born Dominique 
Allen, who has flown out to the Commonwealth 
Games on the Gold Coast after making the Team 
England basketball squad. 

The 28-year-old landed in Australia after a 23-hour 
flight, to meet up with all the English athletes. 

Allen and the rest of the squad were taking part in the a 10-day 
camp in Brisbane before the opening tip-off this week. 

“We found out a few weeks ago but it was really weird because 
we didn’t know what time the team would be announced,” said 
Allen. “Everyone was checking their emails every few seconds all 
day - and I didn’t officially find out until 10pm. 

“We were all texting each other but when I saw my name on the 
list I was so happy. It was really special when were all given our 
new England kits - I didn’t want to take it out the plastic! 

“It never gets old, getting that phone call or email, putting on 
the jersey. I’ve never been to a Commonwealth Games either and 
it’s also nice representing England too.” 

The Gold Coast Games mark the first time basketball has been 
included in the Commonwealths since 2006, when men and wom¬ 
en’s teams both came away with a bronze medal. 

Seeded 

Both basketball teams will compete in preliminary matches in 
Townsville before the semi-finals and medal matches take place 
on the Gold Coast. 

Team England women are in the seeded group up against Aus¬ 
tralia, Canada and Mozambique. 

The top two teams in each seeded group (Pool A) progress to 
the semi-finals whilst the bottom two play-off against the top two 
teams from the unseeded group (Pool B) for the two remaining 
semi-final spots. 

Selection for the women’s team was made during the Great 
Britain’s Eurobasket qualifiers, held in November and last month. 

Allen, who still lives in Dudley and works in Birmingham as an 
assistant project manager at Atkins Civil Engineering, said: “We 
have the same coach for GB and England, so however well we per¬ 
formed in those decided if we would make the England squad. We 
didn’t have a specific camp or anything like the men. 

“We have won two out of the four Eurobasket games too so 
we’re in a good position to qualify for that, with two more home 
games left to play in November.” 

Allen attended Lutley Primary School and Windsor High 
School, both in Halesowen, before studying A-levels in Newcastle. 

Allen, whose father, Clive, was also an England international 


and is now head of basketball development at the West Bromwich 
Albion academy, said the team’s overall goal was to come back 
with a medal. 

“I first started playing for England at U14 and U16 level and 
then headed out for the University Games in China in 2011,” she 
said. “Next year it was the Olympics in London with Team GB, 
which was also the first time I’d played with the senior squad and 
made the senior team. 

“Since then I’ve mostly played with the GB squad since 2012 
and I’ve got more than 70 caps. 

“I’ve never been to Australia before but having played in the 
Olympics I remember what the Olympic Village was like and 
meeting up with all the other athletes. 

Dream 

“Things like that really make all the hard work worthwhile and 
to play the Commonwealths has always been a dream of mine.” 

Allen’s journey to the top has been far from easy too as she 
commutes from her Dudley home to train with the Manchester 
Mystics two to three times a week, with Women’s British Bas¬ 
ketball League matches at weekends, all while holding down a 
full-time job. 

“I’ve played in Manchester for two years. We won the WBBL 
Cup final last year and we’re constantly improving,” she said. 

“It’s hard work, especially the commuting. I still in live in Dud¬ 
ley and work in Birmingham, so I have to travel up to Manchester 
to train - and then there’s games at the weekends. 

“Sometimes I can get picked up if the team is travelling through 
the Midlands but pretty much every game is an away game for 
me.” 


Golf club call-up for 
new young members 

A GOLF club is to host a junior recruitment evening to encourage children 
to get into the sport. Oxley Park Golf Club, in Stafford Road, will host the 
event for youngsters aged six and over on Friday, April 20, from 6.30pm. 

The club is keen to recruit new members and encourage children to keep 
active. Craig Thomas, head professional at the club, said of the initiative: 
“We have invited children we work with through the junior clubs and our 
members’ children and grandchildren to come and join us. 

“We have reduced the cost of our junior membership to encourage them 
into sport. It gets people more active. A lot of the younger generation think 
golf is seen as an old man’s sport - and we are trying to turn that around. 

“At the event children will be engaging in fun games and there will be 
coaching on that evening. We can also talk to parents about the opportuni¬ 
ties available for juniors at the club.” 

Anyone interested in attending can call Craig on 01902 773989. 


Battle of Baggies 
as boxers line up 

TOMMY Langford and Jason Welborn meet at Walsall Town Hall for the 
British Middleweight Title on Friday, May 4. 

The pair, both massive West Bromwich Albion fans, will battle it out for 
the Lord Lonsdale Belt in front of a sell-out crowd on BCB Promotions’ 
Neutral Ground: Battle of the Baggies. 

Champion Langford collected the strap in 2016 with a comprehensive 
victory over Sam Sheedy before successfully defending the belt against Jack 
Arnfield earlier this year. Welborn, back with BCB Promotions, claimed 
the WBC International Silver Title last year and will be looking to add the 
British Title to his increasing cabinet. 

“This is a massive fight,” said BCB’s Head of Boxing, Errol Johnson. 
“Tommy and Jason are two of the best middleweights in the country. 

“Tommy is well known for being an Albion fan and Jason is a massive 
Baggie too so it adds a little bit of spice to the fight. The whole of West Bro¬ 
mwich and the surrounding areas will want to be at this one.” 


Tennis club serves 
up free coaching 

A WOLVERHAMPTON tennis club is serving up free coaching as it looks 
to increase its membership. The eight-week coaching course, staged at Lin¬ 
den Lea Tennis Club, is aimed at anyone, of any ability, over 21 years of 
age. 

Sessions start at 7.45pm on Wednesday, April 25, and will be led by an 
approved Lawn Tennis Association coach. 

The course is open for a maximum of 12 players. The club is also offering 
as an alternative, an invitation to join in ‘Mix-in Tennis’ on Tuesdays at 
6.30pm during May which is also free. 

To become a member of Linden Lea Tennis Club the first year’s subscrip¬ 
tion is only £60, as opposed to the normal membership fee of £90. 

To enrol on the coaching course, visit the club - at Compton Park within 
the Wolves Academy complex - on Sunday April 22 at 3pm. 

Alternatively, anyone interested can contact Alan Hughes, by telephone 
on 01902 425599 or via email at achughes@talktalk.net 
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Davies goes 
to the top of 
boxing bill 

RYAN ‘Stewart’ Davies has been handed 
an opportunity to claim his first boxing 
title after moving to the top of the bill at 
the Venue in Dudley. 

Tividale’s Davies will box for a belt 
less than a year after switching from 
kickboxing in an eight-round main event 
on Saturday. The unbeaten 25-year-old 
will vie for the vacant British Challenge 
welterweight strap with the experienced 
Plymouth Chris Adaway. 

Davies has never been past four but 
has four wins from a quartet of bouts. 

Les Byfield, from Netherton, supports 
the main event with his second super 
featherweight six-rounder and has been 
paired with Alec Bazza. The Northern 
Irishman is winless in 35 attempts, but 
is strong and aggressive. He’s seen the 
distance 31 times out of that. 

‘The Minefield’, aged 30, will reach 
double figures for pro outings after they 
touch gloves and has lost just once in 
nine, a points setback against the capa¬ 
ble Reece Smith on his debut. 

Danny Ball, of Kingswinford, laces on 
the gloves in Dudley for the first time 
since his pro bow last July. The 21-year- 
old is hoping to follow in the footsteps 
of older brother Jamie, who is a former 
Midlands super welterweight champion. 

In the other corner will be another 
Northern Irishman, veteran James Gor¬ 
man, aged 38, who has 57 fights. 

The card is completed by Brummie 
super lightweight Kane Baker, against 
Michael Mooney. Both they and Ball 
are scheduled for four. Tyler Denny and 
Humza Ali no longer feature. 

Tickets are £35 or £50 ringside with 
waitress service, available by calling 
07976 283 157. Or contact any of the 
boxers in the home corner on Facebook. 

All guns blazing for 
Sam's ultimate test 

WEDNESBURY welterweight Sam Ev¬ 
ans is looking to crash, bang, wallop his 
way to boxing stardom. 

The Ultimate Boxxer competition at 
Manchester Arena on Friday, April 27 
offers prize money of £50,000 - and the 
chance to become a star. 

The winner of three, three-round 
fights will win the top prize and Evans is 
convinced that will be him. 

The 21-year-old said: “My aggression, 
workrate and toughness will win me 
fights. I will take a few to land a few. 
I’m looking forward to having three dog 
fights. I’m not looking to box like an am¬ 
ateur, I’m going to go for it. You have to 
be tough to win three fights on the same 
night - and I’m tough enough to do it.” 

For Evans, Ultimate Boxxer is his first 
outing since splitting from Ricky Hatton. 

Evans said: “The time was right to 
move on.” He is now working with Errol 
Johnson and Paul Mann at their gym in 
Wednesbury. “I’m taking four weeks off 
work before Ultimate Boxxer.” Tickets 
are available from 07533 212255. 


Youngest Albion player dies at 93 


ALBION’S youngest ever play¬ 
er has died aged 93. Frank 
Hodgetts, who was born in Dud¬ 
ley, made his first team debut in 
October 1940 at just 16 years 
and 26 days. 

An outside left, he joined the 
Baggies aged 15 just as the Sec¬ 
ond World War was breaking 
out in September 1939. 

Just over a year later he made 
Hodgetts at Albion his debut against Notts County 



and went on to help Albion win 
the Midland Cup in 1944. 

Hodgetts clocked up 70 post¬ 
war league and cup games for 
the Baggies before moving to 
Millwall for £6,000 in May 1949. 
In total he made 178 Albion ap¬ 
pearances - scoring 34 times. 

He subsequently spent four 
years from 1958 to 1962 as 
a coach at The Hawthorns, 
largely working with the club’s 


youngsters. One of his was a 
young lad called Tony Brown. 
Hodgetts, who lived in Hagley 
in later life, was a special guest 
at the unveiling ceremony for 
Bomber’s statue back in 2014. 

An Albion statement said: 
“The club is saddened to hear of 
the passing of Frank Hodgetts, 
who remains in our record 
books as the youngest player to 
represent Albion.” 



Hodgetts in 2014 


BAGGIES LOOK 
FOR NEW BOSS 


THREE of Albion’s top targets 
for the vacant managerial post 
are keen to come to The Haw¬ 
thorns, it has been reported. 

Leicester assistant Michael Appleton, Aber¬ 
deen boss Derek Mclnnes and Ostersunds FK 
manager Graham Potter would all be open to an 
approach from the Baggies. 

Albion drew up a list of potential replacements 
for Alan Pardew following his departure by mu¬ 
tual consent on Monday. Appleton, Mclnnes and 
Brentford boss Dean Smith are all believed to be 
in the board’s thinking. However, they are not 
expected to appoint a new head coach until the 
summer, when chief executive Mark Jenkins 
completes his reboot of the club. 

First-team coach Darren Moore is in charge 
until the end of the season, starting with Satur¬ 
day’s home fixture against Swansea. Appleton 
started his coaching career at the Baggies after 
a serious knee injury forced him to retire from 
playing early and was assistant to both Roberto 
Di Matteo and Roy Hodgson. He has since man¬ 
aged Portsmouth, Blackpool, Blackburn Rovers 
and Oxford United, but left League One to be¬ 
come Craig Shakespeare’s assistant at Leicester. 

Former Baggies captain Mclnnes has impressed 
north of the border with both St Johnstone and 
Aberdeen, but his spell in the Championship with 
Bristol City ended poorly. Solihull-born Potter 
has taken Ostersunds from the Swedish fourth 
tier to the Europa League, but represents a risk 
because he is yet to manage outside Sweden. 

Michael O’Neill and Aitor Karanka were both 
interviewed in November before Pardew was 
appointed, but the Northern Ireland boss has 
signed a new contract and Karanka is now in 
charge of Nottingham Forest. Pardew left with¬ 
out saying goodbye to the players, who had been 
given the day off. He had a meeting with Jenkins 
and the board early in the morning. 

Although the board had initially intended to 
keep Pardew until the summer, Albion’s abject 
first-half performance against Burnley and the 
half-empty Hawthorns prompted a rethink. 




And it’s goodbye from him...Alan Pardew out at Baggies after just 21 games in charge Graham Potter 


Heathens to hold meet and greet for fans 


CRADLEY will hold their an¬ 
nual Meet The Riders event on 
Tuesday, at Cradley Heath Lib¬ 
eral Club (7.30). 

It’s a chance for supporters to 
hear from the seven riders who 
will represent the Motor Market 
Heathens during their 2018 Na¬ 
tional Trophy campaign. 

Team Manager Will Pottinger 


said: “We’ve got a very passion¬ 
ate fan base who love their 
speedway and they like to get to 
know the riders who’ll be riding 
for their club. 

“Even with a smaller set of 
fixtures, I’m sure that will still 
be the case this season and 
while we’ve got a couple of fa¬ 
miliar faces returning from 


previous years, there are also a 
number of new, exciting riders 
who I’m sure they’ll want to get 
to know more about.” 

Bradley Andrews, Kyle Bick- 
ley, Conor Dwyer, Jason Ed¬ 
wards, Jordan Jenkins, Drew 
Kemp and Adam Roynon will 
all be in attendance. 

Entry is £5 on the door. 


Champs are 
straight back 
in the groove 

INJURIES, breakdowns and a serious 
lack of sleep. Not the ideal start to the 
No Limits endurance championships 
but defending Black Country champi¬ 
ons Pete Wright and Martyn Siviter are 
made of strong stuff. And the Double 
Two Racing team went on to secure vic¬ 
tory during round one at the Snetterton 
300 circuit, in Norfolk, by two laps. 

Wright, from Tividale, and Siviter, 
from Blackheath, claimed the Club 
600 class title last year. And they were 
straight back to winning ways during 
the opening three-hour race. 

Wright said they were not even sure if 
they would be racing until the day of the 
race. He had been recovering over the 
winter after suffering a broken collar¬ 
bone in October and only climbed back 
on his motorbike in Cartegena, Spain, 
in February. Then team-mate Siviter 
injured himself after crashing while 
testing. The day before the race, Siviter 
decided he was fit to ride but Wright 
suffered minor hand damage following 
another crash on test day. 

To compound matters, Siviter, who 
had set out at 7pm the night before, 
came to a stop near Coventry when his 
motorhome broke down, meaning he ar¬ 
rived at the circuit on the back of a low 
loader at 6am. 

Despite it all, the duo were soon back 
in the groove with Siviter posting the 
10th quickest lap time during qualify¬ 
ing, the quickest in their class. The pair 
took the Club 600 class, second place in 
National 600 and 10th overall. 

Brummies'victory 
over Midland rivals 

BIRMINGHAM opened their 2018 sea¬ 
son with a 52-37 challenge fixture victo¬ 
ry over Midland rivals Coventry. 

The Edwards Plumbing Brummies 
showed plenty of encouraging signs 
throughout the clash in a meeting that 
was put under threat due to heavy 
downpours at Perry Barr. 

Mitchell Davey started life as club 
captain in ultimate fashion on his 
debut, reeling off four straight comfort¬ 
able wins to secure a maximum as well 
as the Rider of the Night Award. Layne 
Cupitt enjoyed one of the best nights of 
his career, dropping just one point and 
Danyon Hume bagged three wins. 
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